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CHAP. I. 

Relatts cnly to fuch things^ as the reader maf 
reafonabfy expe^ would happen, 

\ S much taken up^ as Mifs 
Betfy was, with the plea- 
fure of having gained a 
new admirer, fhe could not 
forbear, after fhe came 
home, making fome reflec- 
tion on the value of her conqucft; — 
flic had found nothing agreeable, either 
in his perfon, or converfatiou \ — tk\^ 
Vol. III. B ^t^w 
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firft feemcd to her ftifF and aukward, ^ 
and looked, as if not made for his cloaths ; 
and the latter, weak, romantic, and bom- 
baft : — in fine, he was altogether fuch 
as (he could not think of living with as 
a hulband, though the rank and figure 
flie was told he held in the world, made 
her willing to receive him as a lover. — 
In Ihort, though fhe could not confent to 
facrifice herfelf to his quality, (he took a 
pride to facrifice his quality, to her va- 
nity. 

No overtures of marriage having been 
made to her fince Mr. Munden began his 
courtfhip, and that gentleman growing, 
as (he fancied at lead, a little too pre- 
fuming, on finding himfelf the only lover, 
ftie was not a little pteafed at the oppor- 
tunity of giving him a rival, whofc qua- 
lity might over-awe his hopes. — In this 
idea, (he was far from repenting her be- 
haviour towards him the night before : 
but how little foever flic regarded what 
mortification Ihe gave the men, (he al- 
ways took care to treat her own fex with 
a great deal of politenefs ; and refleAing, 
that (he had been guilty of an omi(rion, 
in not fending her fervant to excufe her- . 
felf to the ladies, who expefted her, went 
herfelf in the morniog to make her own 
apology. 
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In the mean time, Mr. Munden', who 
it is certain was very much out of hu- 
mour, and impatient to let her know fome 
part o( the fentiments her mefTage had 
iofpired him with, came to make her a r 
morning vifit, having fome bufineis, 
which he knew would detain him from 
waiting on her in the afternoon. — On 
finding Ihe was abroad, he defired the 
maid to favour him with her lady's ftan- 
difh, which fhe accordingly bringing t;a 
him, he fat down, and without taking 
much confideration, wrote the following 
letter, and left for her on the table. 

To Mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

* Madam, 
< AMIDST the enchanting cncourage- 
« ment, with which you have been plcafed 

* to admit my fervices, I could not, with* 

* out calling your honour and generofity 

* in queftioh, be altogether void of hop?, 

* that you intended to afford them one 

* day, a recompence more ample th^n a 

* bare acceptance. 

* Judge then of my furprife, at the 
^repulfe I met with at Mrs. Modely's 
door. — I cduld npt think it any bYt^ida. 

* oi ihe refped I owe you, to call otv >j ov\ 

B 2 ^ ^ 



c 
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' at the houfe of your mantua-maker : 
' — I could not imagine it* poflible for 

* you to have any engagemenrs at fuch 
^ a place capable of preventing you 

* from keeping thofe, that you had 

* made with perfons for whom you 

* profefs an efteem : * on the 

* contrary, I rather expefted you would 

* have permitted me to condudt you 

* thence, with the fame readinefs you 

* have done from moft of the other places 

* where you have been, fince I firft had 
f the honour of being acquainted with 

* you* 

* I know very well, that it is the duty 

* of every lover to fubmir, in all things, 

* to the pleafure of the beautiful objed, 
« whofe chains he wears ; — yet. Madam, 

* as you have hitherto made mine eafy, 

^ you muft pardon me, when I fay, this 

' fudden tranfition from gentlcnefs to 

^ cruelty, appears to me to contain a 

* myftcry, which, though I dread, I am 
^diftraded for the explanation of. 

< Some bufinefs of great moment pr& 

< vents my waiting on you this atter- 
« noon, but ihall attend your commands 

* to morrow at the ufiial hour, when 1 

< ftill flatter myfelf, you will relieve the 

* anxieties^ 
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< anxieties, and put an end to the fufpence 
•of him, who is, 

« With the greateft fincerity of heart, 

• Madam, 

« Your mod humble, 

f And nrtoft faithfully devoted fervanr, 

«G. Munden/ 

Mifi Betf^, at her return home, found 
alfo another billet direfted for her, which 
they told her, had been brought by a 
fervant belonging to Sir Frederick Fineer ; 
— flie gave that from Mr. Munden, how- 
ever, the preference of reading firft, not 
indeed through choice, but chance, that 
happening to be firft put into her hands, 
—As foon as fhe.had looked it over, (lie 
laughed, and faid to hcrfelf, « The poor 

* man is jealous already, though he knows 
« not of whom, or why ; — what will be- 
« come of him when he (hall be xon- 

* vinced ? — I fuppofe he was fure of hav- 
< ing me, and 'tis high time to mortify 

* his vanity/ 

She then proceeded to Sir Frederick's 
cpiftle, in which (he found hcrftlf m^A^ 
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deify'd tiaan ever Ihe had been by all her 
lovers put together. 



To the nonpariel oF her ftx, the incom- 
parable Mifs Betsy Thoughtless. 

* Divine Charmer, 

* THOUGH I defigned rnyfdf the 

• inexpfeffible pleafure of kifling your 

• fair hands this evcping, I could not 
« exift 'till then without telling you how 
« much I adore you : — you arc the 

• emprefs of my heart, — the goddefs of 

• my foul 5 — the one loves you with the 

• moft loyal and obedient paffion, — ^ the 
«• other regards you as the fole movers. 

• and direftor of all its motions. -—I ca»- 

• not live without you, — • it is you alone 

• can make me bleft, or mifcrabic. — O 
*'then pronounce my doam, and keep 

• me not fufpended between heaven and 
« hell. — Words cannot defcribe the ar- 

• dency of my flame ; -r- it is aftions 

• only that can do it. — I lay myfelf, and 
« all that I am worth, an humble ofFcr^ 

• if g at your feet. Accept it, I be- 

• feech you, but accept it foon ; for I 

• confume away, in the fire of my im- 
' patient wifhcs, and, in a very fhort 

• time, there will be nothing left for 

' you^ 
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< you, but the fhadow of the man, who 

* With the moft pure devotion, 
• « Madam, 
* Your beauty*s flave, 
* And cverlafting adorer, 

« F. FiNEER * 

* Good lack,* cried Mifs Bttfy, * he 
« is in a great hafte too, hue 1 fancy he 

* muft wait a while, as many of better 

* fenfe have done.--\Vhat a romantic jar- 

* gon is here ? — One would think he 

* had been confulting all the ballads fmce 
^ fair Rofamond, and the children in the 

* wood, for fine phrafes to melt tne into 

* pity !• 

She wondered, as indeed fhe had good 
reafon, that a man of his birth, and who 
it muft be fuppofed^ had an education 
fuitable to it, ihould exprefs himfelf in 
fuch odd terms ; but then ibe was tempted 
to imagine, that it was only his over- 
care to pleafe her, had made him ftretch 
his wit beyond its natural extent, and 
that if he had loved her Icfs, he would 
have been able to have told her fo in a 
much better ftile. — Poflefled with this 
fancy, — — « What a ridiculous thing this 

* love is 1* faid fhe ^ * Whai «u^nv 
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*gancies does it fomecimes make men 

• guiky of! -— yet one never fees this 

• madncfs in them after they become huf- 

• bands ; — if I were to marry Sir Fre- 

• derick, I do not doubt but he would 
« foon recover his fenfcs,' 

How does a mind, unbroke with cares 
and difappointments, entirely free from 
paffion, and perfeftly at peace with itfelf, 
and with the world, improve, and dwell 
on every thing, that affords the Icaft mat* 

tcr for its entertainment? This gay 

young lady found as much diverfion in 
anticipating the innocent pranks (he in- 
tended to play with the authbrs of thefe 
two letters, as an infant does in firft play- 
ing with a new baby, and afterwards 
plucking it to pieces •, fo true is the ob* 
fervation of the poet, that 

• All arc but children of a larger growth.* 

But this fprightlinefs of humour in Mifs 
Betfy, (bon received a fad and fudden in- 
terruption — havirig fent, as (he con- 
flantly did every day, to enquire after 
the health of Mr. Goodman, her fervant 
returned with an account, that he had 

expired that morning. Though this 

was an event, which (he, and all who 
knew him, had cxpefted for fome time, 

1^x, 
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yet could flic not be told of the death of 
a gentleman, under whofe care and pto- 
tedlion (he fo long had been, and who 
had behaved, in ail refpetfts, fo like a 
parent towards her, without being very 
deeply affcfted with the news j — (he was 
then at dinner, but threw down her knife 
and fork, rofe from the table, and retired 
to her chamber and wept bitterly ; — the 
more violent emotions of grief were foon 
affwaged^ but her melancholy and dejec- 
tion of fpirits continued much longer, 
and while it did fo, (he had die power 
of making the moft juft refleftions on the 
vain purfuits, the fleeting pleafures, and 
ail the noife and hurry of ths giddy 
world. — Love, and all the impertinencics 
which bear that name, now appeared on- 
ly worthy her contempt; and recollefting, 
that Sir Frederick had mentioned vifning 
her that evening, fhe fent a fervant im- 
mediately .to Mrs. Modely's, dcfiring her 
to acquaint that gentleman, that (he ha J 
juft loft a very dear friend, and was in 
too much affliftion to admit of any com- 
pany. 

This being the day, on which Mr. 
Francis Thoughtlefs was cxpefted to be 
in London, this affcdionate filter per- 
ceiving, by his lift letter to her, that his 
health was not perfcftly eftjiblvftitd^ ^w^*^ 
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under ^ vo-y great concern^ left he 
ibodd be pik to fome inconvenience by 
Mr. Goodman's death, for a proper lodg- 
ing on his firil arrival; buc (he foon 
found her tender fears, on this occafion, 
altogether groundlefs. 

Thofe objeftons, which had hindered 
Mf. Thomas Thoughtlcfs from taking 
her into his family, had not the fame 
weight in relation to Mr. Francis, whofe 
fex fct him above medling with thofe 
domcftic concerns, the command of which 
he had given to another, and his reputa- 
tion would fufFcr nothhig by being under 
the roof with the miftrefs of bis brpther^s 
amorous inclinations. 

He went to the inn where he knew 
the L " ■ e ftage puts up, — wel- 
comed Mr. Francis with open arms, as 
foon as he alighted from the coach, and 
gave him all the demonftrations of bro- 
therly afFedion, that the place they 
were in would admit of; then conduced 
him to his houfe, and infifted that he 
fhould not think of any other home, 'till 
he was better provided for, and fectled in 
the world. 

A fervanf, belonging to the elder Mr. 
Thoughtlcfs, was immediately difpatched 
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to Mifs Betfy^ witk a letter from the 
younger, and it was from this, man that 
file received the agreeable intelligence, 
rhat the two brothers were together. — - 
The terms in which Mr. Francis wrote to 
her were thefe : 

To Mifs BsTSY Thoughtless. 

* Nfy dear filler, 

** HEAVEN be thanked I am at laft 
« got fafc to London ; a place, 

* which, I afllire you, feme months ago 

* I almoft dcfpaired of ever feeing more. 

* My brother has juft given me an ac- 

* count of the death of honeft Mr. Good- 
« man, and, as I doubt not but you are 

* very much concerned, as indeed we 

* have all reafon to be, for the lofs of 

* fo fincere. and valuable a friend, I am 

* very impatient to fee you, and give 

* you what confolauon is in my power 5 

* but the fatigue of my journey, after fo 

* long an illnefs, requires my taking feme 

* iinmediate repofe; — I (hall, however, 

* wait on you to-morrow morning, 'till 

* when, believe me, as ever, 

* With the greateft fincerity, 

* Dear fiftcr, 

* Your aflPedionate brother, 

• And humble fervant, 

' F. ThougKvTues^/^ 
B6 ^V.^. 
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• P, S. My brother purpofes to come with 
^ me, but if any thing fliould happen 

♦ to prevent his vifit, you may depend 

• on one from me.— Once more, my 
dear fitter, good night. 

In the prefent fituation of Mifs Betfy's 
mind, fhe could not have received a more 
fcflfible fatisfaftion, than what (he felt on 
this young gentleman's arrival -, but what 
cnfued upon it will in due time and place 
appear. 



CHAP. n. 

Contains only fame few partuulars of little moment 
in them/elves J but fervi to ujher in matters of 
more importance^ 

MR. Goodman, who both living and 
dying, had fincerely at heart the 
welfare of all with whom he had any 
concern, could not content himfelf to 
leave xht world, without giving to thofe, 
who had been under his care, fuch advice 
as he thought ncceflary for their future 
happinefs. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly, the day preceeding that 
iK^bich happened to be his laft^ he fent for 
Mr. Thoughclefs, and on his being come^ 
and feated by his bediide, he took his 
hand, and began to rennonftrate to him, in 
the mod pathetic, though very gentle, 
tern)S, how unjuftifiable to the eyes of 
heaven, how difreputable to thofe of the 
world, it was, to avow and indulge, in the 
public manner he did, an unwarrantable 
flame. 

< I never was fevere,' faid he, * in cen- 

* furing the frailties of youth and nature ; 

< but think the claim they have to pardon 

* confifts chiefly in an endeavour to con- 

< ceal them ; — r- when gloried in, they 

* lofe the name of frailties, and become 

* vices : — — befides, others by our ex^ 

* ample might be emboldened to offend, 

< and if fo, what are we but accefTary to 
« their faults, and anfwerable for them, as 

* well as for our own? — * You are at 
« prefent,* continued he, * the head of 

* your family, — have a large eftate, -— 

* are young, — handfome, — accomplished ; 
« — in fine, have ail the requifites to maki 
a (hining charader in life, and to be a fer- 

* vice, and an honour to your country* 
« — How great a pity would it be, 

* that fuch a ftock of fortune' ^ bVtffivcv^^ 
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* — fuch prefcnt benefits, and fuch glo- 

< rious es^e^tacions, fhould all be iquan- 
Idered in tbe purcbalb of one guilty 

* pleafur^*/ 

He then proceeded to a fhortdifcuflioA 
of t4ie difference of a lawful and an un- 
lawful communication between the (exes ; 
he expatiated on tbe wife and laud- 
able inftitution of marriage ; -^ the folid 
comforts arifing from that date, in the 
choice of a worthy partner ; — the many 
advantages of an honourable alliance ; — • 
tbe fcrene and lading peafures to be found 
in the fociety of a faithful, difcreet, and 
endearing companion.— A wife/ — faid he, 
with a figh, which the memory of his own 
hard fate drew from him, * may fomctimes 

* be bad, but a miftrefs we arefure is never 

* good I — her very charafter denies all 

* confidence to be repofcd in her ; — 

* it is tbe intereft of a wife to fccure tbe 

* honour of her bufband, becaufe ihe 

* mull fuffer in bis difgrace j — a miftrefs 
« having no reputation of her own, re- 
« gards not that of her keeper. — It is 

* the intereft of a wife to be frugal of 

< her bufband's fubftance, becaufe fhe muft 

* be a fharer in thofe misfortunes, which 

* the want of ceconomy creates ;-- but 

* it is the intereft of a miftrefs to fell 

* her favours as dear as fhe can, and 
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^ to make the beft provifion ihe can for 

• herfelf, becaufe her fubfiftcncc is preca* 
^ rious, and depends wholly on the 

• will of him who fupports her. — — 

• Thcfe, my dear friend,* continued he, 
^ are truths, which I hojpe you will not 

• wait for experience to convince you 

• of/ 

It is probable Mr. Though ticfs did not 
neliih this admonition ; — he fcemed, how- 
ever, to take it in good paft, and returned 
for anfwcr, that he (hould ever retain the 
mofl graceful fenfe ot the kind concern he 
expreSed for him, and added, that what- 
ever inconVeniencies he might have been 
hurried into, by an inadvertent pafTion, he 
fhould always take care not to become the 
dupe of any woman. 

Mr. Goodman then fell into fome dif- 
courie concerning the younger Mr. 
Thoughtlefs, and the elder telling him, 
chat, by his intereft, he procured a com- 
miffion for him on very cafy terms, that 
"worthy old gentleman appeared very much 
pleafed, and faid, he hoped ihey would al- 
ways live together in that perfeft amity 
which both good policy and nature de- 
mands between perfons of the fame 
blood. 
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, « And now/ continued he, ** I have 
« but one thing more to recommend to 

< you, ->-- and that is in relation to your 
« fitter, Mifs Betfy : — I doubt not of her 
« innocence^ but I fear her conduft i — 

* her youth, — her beauty, — the gaiety 

* of her temper, and the litde vanities of 

* her fex, are every day expofmg her to 

* temptations fatal to reputation ; — I 
« wifh, therefore, (he were well married ^ 

* — I know not how the courtfliip of Mr. 
« Trueworch happened to be, broke off, 

< perhaps on fome trifling occafion either 

* on the one or the other fide : — if fo, 

* *tis likely Mr. Francis, when he comes 

* to town, may bring about a reconcilia- 
« tion. — According to my judgment of 

< mankind, (he cannot make a more de- 

* ferving choice. — There is another 
^ gentleman, who now makes his addreiTes 

* to her, — his name is Munden •, — but I 

* know nothing of his cbaraftcr, — he 
« never applied to me, nor did Ihc confulc 

* rtie on the affair j — it will however be 
Va broihcr*s part in you to enquire how 

* far he may be worthy of her.* 

Perceiving Mr. Thoughtlefs liftened to 
him with a good deal of attention, he went 
on I- — ' J (hould alfo think it right,' foid 

he. 
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he, * that while (he remains in a (ingle 

• ftate, (he (hould be boarded in fome fo- 

• cial, reputable family ; 1 do not like 

• this living by herfelf , — her humour is 
« too volatile to endure folitude ; (he mu(t 

• have her amufements 5 and the want of 

• them at home, naturally carries her in 

• fearch of them abroad : — I could wi(h/ 

• added he, • that you would tell her what 

• I have faid to you on this fubjedt ; (he is 

• convinced I am her friend, 1 believe has 

• fome regard for me, and it may be, my 

• dying admonitions will have greater 

• tffcA upon her, than all (he has heard 

• from me before/ 

Mr. Goodman, after this, beginning to 
grow extremely faint, and altogether un- 
able to hold any farther difcourfe, the bro- 
ther of Mifs Betfy judged it convenient to 
retire, alTuring the other, as he took his. 
leave, that no part of what he had faid, 
(hould be^loft upon him. 

Though the promife he had made Mr. 
Goodman was chiefly didtated by his com- 
plaifance, yet it was not totally forgot after 
he had left him. — As to what that worthy 
gentleman had (aid, in relation to his own 
manner of living, he thought he had 
talked well, but he had talked like an old 
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man, and that ic was time enough for him 
to part with his pleafures, when he had no 
longer any inclination to purfue them ;— ' 
but what had been alledged to him con- 
cerning his fitter's conduft, made a much 
deeper impreflTion on his mind : — he con- 
fidered, that the honour of a family de- 
pended greatly on the female part of it, 
and therefore refolved to omit nothing in 
his power, to prevent Mifs Betfy from 
being caught by any fnares, that might be 
laid to entrap her innocence. 

He communicated to Mr. Francij 
Thoughtlefs on his arrival, all that Mr. 
Goodman had (aid to him on this fcore, 
znd his own fentiments upon it : — that 
young gentleman was entirely of his bro- 
ther's opinion in this point, and they both 
agreed, that marriage was the only fure re- 
fuge from temptation, for a young woman 
of Mifs Betfy 'sdilpofition and humour. — 
They had a very long and pretty ferious 
converfation on this head, the refult of 
which was that they ffaould go together 
to her, and each exert all the influence he 
had over her, in order to draw from her 
fomc farther eclairdfenient of her inten- 
tions, than could yet be gathered from her 
behaviour. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Betfy, who little. fufpeAcd their 
defign, received them with all the tcnder- 
nefs that could be expected from a (ifter, 
cfpccially her brother Frank, whofc return 
after fo long an abfcnce, gave her in reality 
an entire fatisfadion ; but (he had Icarce 
time to give him all the welcomes, with 
which her heart overflowed, before the 
cider Mr. Thoughtlefs fell on the topic of 
Mr. Goodman, and the misfortune they 
fuftained, in the iofs of fo good a friend ^ 
after which, * He has left you a legacy^ 

* fifter/ faid he : • A legacy !' cried 

Ihe, • pray of what Idnd ?* * Such a one/ 
replied he, * as perhaps you will not be 

* very wcUpIeafcd in receiving, nor would 

* I chufe to deliver it, but for two rca- 

* fons ; firft, that the injundions of a 

* dying friend are not to be difpenfed 

* with ; and fecondly, that it is of a na- 
< ture, I fear, you Hand in too much need 
' of,' 

Mifs Betfy, whofe ready wit made her 
prefendy comprehend the meai^ing of thefe 
words, replied with fome fmartnefs, that 
whatever flie ftood in need of, (he (hould 
certainly receive with pleafure, and he 
might have fpared himlelf the trouble of 
a prelude, for any thing that could be de- 
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livered by him, or bequeathed to her by 
Mr. Goodman. . 

He then told her^ how that gentleman, 
tKe day before his death, had lent for him, 

• For no other purpofe,* faid he, • than 

• to talk to me on your account^ and to 

• exhort me as your brother, and now 

• your guardian, to have a watchful eye 

• over all your aftioiis ; — to remind you 

• of fome inadvertencies of the paft, and 

• to warn you againft falling into the like 

• for the future : — - forry 1 am, to find 

• myfclf under a neceffity of fpeaking to 

• you in this manner ; but harfh as it may 

• feem at prefent, I doubt not, but you 

• will hereafter own, is a proof of the 

• greateft aflFe6tion I could (hew you/ He 
then repeated to her, all that Mr. Good- 
man had faid to him, in relation to her *, to 
which he alfo added many things of his 
own, which he thought might ferve to 
ftrengthen, and to enforce the argumentsT 
made ufe of by the other. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the various 
and ditturbed emotions, which difcovered 
themfelves in the countenance of Mils 
Betly, during the whole time her brother 
was fpeaking ; — fhe looked extremely 
grave, at the manner in which he ufliered 
what he had to deliver to her from Mr. 

Good- 
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Goodman, — appeared confounded and 
iperplexed at what fhc heard that gentle- 
man had faid concerning Mr. .True worth, 
•^was quite peevifh at the mention of Mr. 
Munden, but when told of the dangers to 
which (he was expofed, by living alone, 
and trufted with the management of her- 
felf, her eyes fparkled with difdain and 
rage, at a remonftrance flie looked upon as 
fo unnecefiary and fo unjuft. 

If this mefiage had been Tent to her by 
any other, than Mr. Goodman, whofe me- 
mory, on account of the benefits flie had 
received from him, was precious to her ; 
or had it been repeated by any other 
mouth than that of a brother, Ihe had 
certainly vented the indignation flie was 
poffefled of, in the moft bitter terms ; but . 
gratitude, refpeft, and love, denying her 
this remedy, flie burft into a flood of tears, 
— < Good God !* cried fhe, • what have 

< I done to raife fuch cruel fuggeftions in 

• the heart of any friend ! — Which of 

< my adions can malice conflrue into a 

• crime ? — I challenge my worfl of 
« enemies to prove me guilty of any thing 

* that might juftly cafk a blemifli on my 

< repuution, much Icis to call my virtue 

* in qucftion.* 
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The two brothers feemed very much 
moved at the agonies that they faw her in, 
cfpecially the elder, who repenting he had 
gone fo far, took her in his arms, and ten- 
derly embracing her, * My dear fifter/ 
faid he, ' you wrong your friends, while 

* ypu imagine yourfelf wronged by them ; 

* ——your reputation, I hope, is clear; 
< — your virtue not fufpefted % — it is 
« not to accufe you of any guilt, but to 

* prevent your innocence from becoming 
•a prey to the guilt of others, that Mr. 
« Goodman fent you his dying admoni- 
^ tion, or that I took upon me to delivor 

* it.' 

Mr. Francis Thoughtlefs feqonded what 
the other had faid, and both joining their 
endeavours to pacify the late tempeft of 
her mind, Ihe loon recovered that good 
humour and chearfulnefs, which was too 
natural to her to be long fufpended by any 
accident whatever. 

* I flittered myfelf,' faid the younger 
of thefe gentlemen, that cautions of this 

* kind would have been altogether unne- 

* ccffary, and that before now you would 
< have been difpofed of to a man, under 

* whofe proteAion all that is dear to your 
^ Ax had been fecure 5 - - I need not te\V 
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• you,' continued be, ^ that I mean Mr. 
^ Trueworth. 

Mifs Betfy looking a little confufed^ and 
not making any reply, the elder Mr. 
Thoughtkfs immediately took up the 
word, and faid, he had heard (o high a 
charader of that gentleman's merit, that ^ 
he had wilhed for a few things with more 
ardency, than the honour of being allied 
to him, and that he never could find out 
what objedion his lifter had,, to accept of 
an offer fo every way to her advantage. 

To this Mifs Betfy made anfwer, tho* 
not without fome diforder, and heiitation 
in her fpeech, — that (he had never made 
any objedlion, either to his peifon or qua- 
lifications •, — but that (he did not care to 
marry yet a while, and he had not love 
enough to wait the event of her refolution 
in that point ; — that, befides, their hu- 
mours did not fuir, and there was little 
likehhood they would agree better after 
marriage •, — that there had been a little 
pique between them ; — that he gave him- 
felf airs of refenting fomcthing (he had 
faid, and thereupon had ient ha* a very im- 
pertinent letter, fince which (he had never 
leen him ; — * fo that,* added (he, * our 
« breaking off acquaintance is wkolbj 
« ^ow'wg CO himklL 
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Mr. Francis not doubting but this letter 
' would explain what he fo much defired to 
know the truth of, cried out to her 
haftily to let him fee it i— Mifs Bctfy al- 
ready repented that Ihe had mentioned 
fuch a thing, as ihe was confcious there 
were fome expreffions in it, which would 
greatly countenance thedifagreeable remon- 
ilrances (he had juft now received ; but (he 
wanted artifice to pretend (he had either 
loft, or burnt it, and went that in(lant to 
her cabinet, where eadly finding it, (he gave 
it into her brothers hands, with thefe 
words, « he reproaches me,* faid (he, with 
^ things I know nothing of, and in terma^ 

• which, I think, do not very well become 
^ the paffion he pretended to have for 

• me/ 

• That he once loved you,' faid Mr. 
.Francis coolly, * I am very certain ; — 

• how his fentiments may be changed, and 

• the reaCons of their being fo, this may 

• perhaps, give me room to guefs.* He 
then read the letter aloud, and while he 
was doing fo, feveral times caft a look at 
Mifs Betly, which (hewed he was highly 
diifatisficd with her, for having given 
any caufe for the rededtions contained 
in it. 
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^* I fee very well, faid he, returning her 
« the letter, that he has done with you, and 
« that it is your own fault : — I (halU 

• however, talk to him on the affair, and 
< if there be a poOibility of accommodating 
. matters between you, ihall endeavour it 
« for your fake/ 

Here Mifs Betfy's fpirit roufed itfelf. In 
fpite of the rcfpea ihe had for her bro- 
Uiers; * I bcfcech you, fir, faid fheto 
« Mr. Francis, not to go about to force 

• youf fifter upon any man 5 — it Mr. 

* Trueworth, of his own accord, renews 

* the profefllons he has made, I fhall on 
^ ypur account receive them as I did before 

< any mifunderftanding happened between 
^ us y but as to changing my condition^ 
^ dther in favour of him or any other 
^ man, I know not when, or whether ever 

< I (hall be in the humour to do it} you 

♦ may, however, if you pleafe, continued 

< (be, bear wh^t he has to fay for himfelf, 
^ and what mighty matters againft me, 

< that can excufe the abrupt manner of his 
« quitting me.' 

• I know not as yet,' replied Mr. Fran- 
cis, with fome vehemence, • whether I 
'< (hall interfere any farther in the thing, 
f-md aqj heartily forry I hav^ avi^tv 
^ Vol. Ill C lm^fe\\ 
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^ tnyfclf any trouble about it, fipcc you fo 
« little confider your own intereft, or will 
« follow the advice of thofc who are at 
« the pains to confider for you.' — * Come, 

* come, faid the elder Mr. Thoughtlefs, 
*you are both too fiery;—- 1 am con- 

* fident my filler has too much good (enfe 
« to fuffer any little caprice to impede her 

« real happinefs, therefore,* prithee 

« Frank, let us drop this fubjeft at pre- 
< fent, and leave her to her own reflec- 

* tions.* 

To which Mifs Bctfy anfwcred, that 
there required but little refledion to in- 
ftrudt her what fhe ought to do, and tha( 
though (he could not confent to be kept 
always in leading*fi;rings, the love and re- 
fpcft (he had for her brothers, would never 
permit her to do any thing without their 
approbation. There pafled nothing more 
of confequence between them at this vifit ; 
but what had been faid ferved to engrofs 
pretty much the minds of each of Siem 
after they were feparatcd. 



CHAP; 
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CHAP. UI. 

Has forhewbat more bujinefi in it than tbi 
firmer. 

THOUGH Mifs Bctfy was very con- 
fcious of the merits of Mr. Truc- 
worth, and equally convinced of the friend* 
(hip her brother Francis had for him, and 
bad therefore doubted not, but when that 
ypung gentleman (hould arrive^ he would 
reafon ftrongly with hei*, on the little re- 
gard fhe had paid to his recommendations, 
or the advantages of the alliance he had 
propofed ; yet (he did not expert the fa- 
tisfadion of their firft meeting would 
have been imbittered, by a refentment, 
fuch, as it feemed to her, he had teftified 
on the occafion. 

She cafily perceived the two brothers 
had confulted together,, before they came 
to her, in what manner they (hould behave 
towards her ; and this fhe looked upon as 
a fort of proof, that they intended to affumc 
an authority over her, to which they had 

no claim. * The love 1 have for 

< them, faid Jhe to hcrfelf, will alwa^j^ 
* make me rake a pleafutc \u o>cX\'^tv% 
C 2 * \>cvx.\s:i 
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« them, and doing every thing they defire 

* of me ; but they are entirely miftaken-, 
« if they imagine it in their power to awe 
« me into compliance with their injunc- 

* tions.* 

* And yet, cried (he again, what other 
« aim than my happinefs and intereft can 

* they propofe to themfelves, in defiring 
« to have me under their diredtion ? — ^ 
« Poor Frank has given me proofs, that 

* I am very dear to him, and, 1 be- 
« licve, my brother Thoughtlefs is not 
« wanting in natural afFedion for me ; 
« why then (hould I rejcft the council 
« of two friends, whofe fincerity there is 

* not a pofilbilitv of fufpefliing. ■ 

^ They know their fcx, and the dangers 
« to which ours are expofed, by the arti- 

* fices of bafe deiigning men; ' — I have 

* had Comt efcapes, which I ought always 

* to remember enough to keep me from 
^ falling into the like ugly accident again % 

* —how near was I to everlafting ruin, by 
< flighting the warning given me by Mr. 
f Trucworthl* 

This refie£lion bringing into her mind 
many paOages of her behaviour towards 
that gentleman, fiie could not forbear 
juftifying his conduft, and condemning 
her own : -— ^ « I have certainly ufed me 

ill. 
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« ill, purfucd (he, with a figh, and if Jic 

• Ihould return, and forgive what is paft, 
« I think I ought, in gratitude, to reward 

* his love!* 

She was in this contemplating mood 
when her fervant told her, that Mrs. 
Modely had been to waic upon her, but 
on hearing her brothers were with her, 
went away, faying, (he would come again, 
which (he now was, and begged to fpeak 
with her. 

Mifs Betfy was in this moment juft be- 
ginning to reel fome fort of pleafure in the 
idea of Mr. Trueworth's renewing his ad* 
dreflfes, and was a little peevilh at the inter- 
ruption : — (he ordered, however, that the 
woman (hould come up, — * Well, Mrs. 
« Modely/ faid (he, as foon as (he faw her 
enter, * what ftufF have you brought mc 
! now ?• 



* Ah, charming Mifs Betfy, replied (he,' 
« you fine ladies, and great fortunes, 

* think you may do any thing with the 

* men : -— poor Sir Frederick will break 
« his heart, or run mad, that's to be fure, 

* if you don't fend him a favourable anfwer 
« to this letter.* — In fpeaking thefe 
words, (he delivered a letter to^/Wfe^^xS.'^'fc 
which that young lady o^ttitA. ^v(i^ ^ 

C 3 c^x^^^ 
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carelefs air, and it contained theft high-* 
flown lines: 

' This humbly to be prefented to the 

* moll beautiful of all beauties, the 

* fuper-cxcellent Mifs Betsy 

* Thoughtless, 

• Adorable Creature, 

* I Am grieved to the very foul to 

* hear you have any fubjeft for affliftion, 

* but am very certain, that in being de* 

* prived of your divine prefence, I endure 

* a more mortal ftab than any lofs you have 
' fudained can pofl!ibly infliA. — - I am 

* confumed with the fire of my pa/Ron : 

* — I have taken neither repofe, nor food^ 

* fince firft I faw you : — I have lived only 

* on the idea of your charms: Oh ! 

* nourifh me with the fubftance ! Hide 

* me in your bofom from the fould fiend 
^ defpair, that is jufi: ready to lay bold 
f on me. 

•The paflion I am poffcffed of for you 

* is not like that of other men ; — I cannot 

* wait the tedious forms of courtfliip ;— 

* there is no medium between death and 

* the enjoyment of you j •— the circle of 

* your arms, or a cold leaden fliroud : — 

* the one or the other muft very Ihortly be 
' mv portion. --^But I depend UDon the 



^ 
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* Heavea of your mercy, and hope you 
« will permit me to pour forth the abun<* 

* dance of my foul before you,— to bafk 

* in the funfhine of your (miles, and to 

* try, at leait, if no Ipark of that amo- 

* rous flame, which burns me up, has dart- 
^ ed upon you, and kindled you into foft 

* defires. 

• O! if any part of my impatient fires, 

* by fecret fympathy, Ihould happily have 

* reached your breaft, never was there a 

* pair fo tranfcendently bleft as we ihould 

* be. — The thought is rapture !— extafy 
« too big for words ! — too mighty for 

* defcription ! — and I mufl: therefore, 

* for a few hours, defer any further en- 

* deavours to convince you. '—-•till whco 
f I remain^ 

JH Abforbed In the delightful image, 
* Dear quinteflence of joy, 
f Your moft devoted, 
* Moft obfequious, 
i And moft adoring vailal, 

* F. f INEBR.* 

In fpite of the ferious humour Mifs Betfy 
was in, fhe could not read this without 
i)urfting into a violent fit of laughter ; 
but foon compofing himfelf, ^ If I had 
•uor icen tte author oi tlb5i& c^\^% 
.C4 
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faid (he to Mrs. Modely, * I fhould 

• have thought it had been fent mc by 

• fome fchool-boy, and was the firft 

• effay of defcribing a paflion he had heard 

• talked of, and was ambitious of being 

• fuppofed capable of feeling, — but fure, 
' continued (he, the man muft be either 

• mad, or moft impudently vain, to write 
^ to me, as if he imagined I was in love 
Vwith him, and would have him on his 
« firft putting the queftion to me.* 

* Ah, my dear madam, faid Mrs. 

• Modely, do you confider, that a young 

• gentleman of ten thoufand a year iif 

• poffeflion, as much more in reverfion, 

• and the expeftation of a coronet, is apt 

• to think he may have any body ?' — * If 

• he does, he may find himfelf miftaken,^ 
replied Mifs Betfy haughtily, and then in 
the fame breath foftening her voice, «^ 6ut 

• are you fure, cried (he, that he has fo 

• much ?* « Sure, madam !^ faid 

Mrs. Modely, * aye, as fure as that I am 

• alive ; — I have heard it from twenty 
*'■ people : — they fay he has a houfe in 

• the country as big as a towni and above 
« fifty fervants in it ; — though he is but 

• juft come to London, and has not had 

• time to fettle his equipage as yet, but 
« he has befpoke the fineft coach, and 

* the. 
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• the genteeleft chariot you ever faw, — 

• all in a new tafte, and perfedly French j 
« — they are quite finilhed, all but the 

• painting, and that only waits 'till he 

• knows whether he may quarter your 

• arms or not.' 

• Blefs me! cried Mifs Betfy, does he 

• think to gain me in the time of painting 
« a coach?' — * Nay, I don't know, an- 

• fwered Mrs. Modely ; but I think fuch 

• an offer is not to be trifled with ; — he 

• is violently in love with you, that is 

• certain : —he does not defire a penny of 

• your fortune, and will fettle upon you, 

• notwithftanding, his whole eftate, if you 
« requite it.' 

Mifs Betfy made no anfwer, but paufed 
for a confiderable time, and feemed, as it 
were, in a profound refverie : — at laft 
coming out of it, — * He is for doing 

• things in fuch a hurry, faid Ihe ; — 1 

• have feen him no more than once, and 

• fcarce know what fort of a perfon he 
^ is, — how then can I tell, whether I ever 

• fhall be able to bring myfelf to like him 

• or not ?' 

* You may give him leave to wait onr 

• you however,' cried the other. — tk^:^ 
JViifi Bctfy was again fiknt iot fom^ ^^<^^ 
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mcnts ; but Mrs. Modely repeating her rc- 
queft, and enforcing it with fome argu- 
ments, — - • Well then, replied fhe, I Ihall 
^ not go to church this afternoon, and 

* will fte him if .he comes ; — but dear 

* Modely, continued Ihe, don't let him 

* affume on the permiffion I give him, 

* — tell him, you had all the difficulty 

* in the world to prevail on me to do it ; 

* for, in my mind, he already hopes too 

* much, and fears too little, for a man 
« fo prodigioufly in love.* — Mrs. Modely 
on this aflured her, flic might truft to 
her management, and took her leave, 
very well pleafed with the fucccfs of her 
negociation. 

We often fee the love of grandeur pre- 
vail over perfons of the ripeft years, and 
knowledge. — What guilty lengths have 
not. fome men run to attain it, even 
among thofe, who have been efteemed the 
wiftft, and moft honeft of their time, 
when once a title, a bit of ribband cro& 
their Ihoulder, or any other gew-gaw 
trophy of the favour of a court h^ been 
hung out, how has their virtue veered and 
yielded to the temptation f — It is not, 
therefore, to be wondered at, that a young 
. heart unexperienced in the fallacy of 
(how fhould be dazzled with the tinfel 
ghtter: — the good fenfe of MUs Betfy 
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made her fee, that this laft triumph of her 
charms, was a vain, filly and affeded cox- 
comb; but then this coxcomb had a vaft 
eftate, and the enchanting ideas of the 
figure (he (hould make, if in poffcffion of 
it, in fome meafure out- balanced the con- 
tempt (he had of the owner's perfon, and 
undecftanding. 

Th« glare of pomp and equipage, the 
pleafure of having it in her power of 
taking the upper-hand of thofe or her own 
rank, and of vying with thofe of a more 
exalted one, it is certain had very potent 
charms for her ; but then there was a de- 
licacy in her nature, that would not fuflfer 
the defire of attaining it to be altoge- 
ther predominant: the thoughts of 

being facrificed to a man for whom it 
was impoffible for her to havfe either love, 
or efteem -, — to be obliged to yield that 
through duty, which inclination Ihuddered 
at, ftruck a fudden damp to all the rifing 
fires bt pride and ambition in her foul, 
and convinced her, that greatnefs would 
be too dearly purchafed at the expence of 
peace. 

In fine, (he confider'd on thefe things fo 
long, that (he grew weary of conlidering 
at all, fo refolved to let the maitet Tt.?e^— 
give herfelf no farther pVm, — Wot^ x.^ 
C 6 cVvacac^ 
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chance the difpofal of her fate, and treat 
all her lovers as (he hitherto had done^ 
only as fubjefts of mere amufement. 

She was now beginning to pleafe herfelf 
i;<rith the thoughts how Mr. Munden, 
whom (heexpedted that evening, would be- 
have at the fight of his new rival, and how 
Sir Frederick Fineer would bear the pre- 
sence of a man, whom fhe was refoived to 
Ihew him had the fame preteniions as him- 
felf ; — but tho* fhe happened to be difap- 
pointed in her expedation in this, {he did 
not want other fufficient matter for her di* 
verfion. 

Sir Frederick, to (hew the impatience of 
his paflion, came very foon after dinner;-— 
ihe received him with as grave an air as ihe 
could poiTibly put on, but it was not in her 
power, nor indeed would have been in any 
onc*s elfe, to continue it for any long time : 
—his converlation was much of a piece 
with his letters, and his aftions even more 
extravagant. 

Never was fuch an Orlando Furiofo in 
love; — on his firft approach, he had in- 
deed the boldnefs to take one of her 
hands, and put it to his mouth, but after- 
wards whatever he faid to her was on his 
knees :— -he threw himfelf ^xoftt^te ocv 
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the carpet beforfe her, grafp'd her feet, 
and tenderly kiflcd each (hoe, with the 
fame vehemence, as he could have done 
her lips, and as much devotion as the 
pilgrims at Rome do the pantofle of his 
Holinefs. — ^Darts ! — Flames ! — Immor- 
tal joys !— Death !— Defpair ! — Heaven ! 
Hell f — cver-during woe ; and all the epi- 
thets in the whole vocabulary of Cupid's 
legend, begun and ended every fentencc 
ofhis difcourfe. — ^This way of entertaining 
her was fo extraordinary, and fo new to 
her, that (he could not forbear fometimes 
returning it with a fmile ; which, in ipite 
of her endeavours to preferve a ferious 
deportment^ diffufed a gaiety through all 
her air. 

Thofe who had told Sir Frederick, that 
die way to pleafe this lady, was to looth 
her vanity, either knew not, or had forgot 
to inform him, (he had alfo an equal (hare 
of good fenfe ; fo that miftaking the 
change he had oblerved in her looks tor an 
indication of her being charmed with his 
manner of behaviour, he afted and re- 
aped over all his fopperies, and felt as 
much fecret pride in repeating them, as a 
celebrated linger on the (lagpdocs in obey- 
ing the voice of an encore. 
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It is probable, however, that he would 
have continued in them long enough to 
have tired Mifs Betfy, fo much, as to have 
made her give him Ibme demonllrative 
mark, that the pleafantry he had feen her 
in, proceeded rather from derifion than 
fatistadton, if, divine fer vice being ended » 
Jfome ladies, as they came from church, 
had not called to viut her. — The found of 
company coming up ftairs, obliged him 
to break off in the middle of a rhapfody, 
which he, doubdefs, thought very fine, 
and he took his leave fomewhat haftily, 
telling her, the paflion with which he was 
inflamed, was too fierce to be reftrained 
within thofe boi^ds which (he might ex- 
pert before witneflfes, and that he would 
wait on her the next day, when he hoped 
ihe would be more at liberty to receive his 
vows. 

Eafed of the conftraint which decency, 
and the refptd which (he thought due to 
his quality, had laid her under while he 
was there, her natural fprightlinefs burflt 
with double force. «— Mr, Mundcn, who 
came in foon after, felt the efieds of it : 
— he indeed enjoyed a benefit he. Aittle 
dreamt of. — The abfurd converfation of 
a rival he as yet knew nothing of, 
Jcrvcd to make all he faid iourvd mote 
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agreeable than ever in the ears of his 
miftrds, — ^in this excefs of good hu- 
mour, (he not only made a handfome apo- 
logy for the treatment he had rcccivecf at 
Mrs. Modely*s, a thing (he had never 
before vouchfefed to do to any of her lo- 
vers, but alfo gave him an invitation to 
*fquire her to a country dancing, in which 
fhe had engaged to make one the enfuing 
night. 

CHAP. IV. 

If it vjifi not for/omifiw particulars^ might h$ ^ 
as Will pajjed over a$ read. 

MISS Betfy, one would think, had 
now fufEcient matter to employ her 
meditations, on the fcore of thofe two lo- 
vers, who at prefent laid clofe to fiegc to 
her, neither of whom (he was willing to 
part entirely with, and to retain either (he 
found required fome managiement : — ► 
Mr. Munden was beginning to grow im- 
patient at the little progrefs his long court- 
fhip had made on her aifedions ; and Sir 
Frederick Fineer, on the other hand, was 
for bringing things to a conclufion at 
once : — — • (he was alfo every da^ \^*_ 
cciving tranQent addreffes trotn tvA^^^ 
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others ; which, though not meant fcriouflv 
by thoie who made them, nor taken fo 
by her, ferved occafionally to fill up any 
vacuum in her mind^ — yet was it not 
in the power of love, — gallantry, or 
any other amufcment, to drive the me- 
mory ot Mr. Trueworth wholly out of 
her head ; which (hews, that to a woman 
of fenfe, a man of real merit, even though 
he is not loved, can never be totally in- 
different. 

But {he was at this time more than or* 
dinariiy agitated on that gentleman's ac* 
count ', — ihe doubted not but her brother 
Frank, either had, or would Ihortly have 
a long conference with him, on the fub- 
je£t of his defifting his vifits to her, and 
could not keep herfelf from feeling fomc 
palpitations for the event ; for though 
fhe was not refolved to afford any recom- 
', pence to his love, fhe earneftly wiflied 
.he fhould continue to defire it, and that 
,Ihe might flill preferve her former domi- 
nion over a heart, which (he had always 
looked upon as the moft. valuable prize of 
all that her beauty had ever gained, 

Thus unreafonable, and indeed unjuft 
was (he in the affairs of love : — in all 
<)thers /he was humane^ benevolent, and 
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kind ; but here covetous, even to a greedi- 
Dcfs, of- receiving all, without any inten- 
tion of making the lead return. -—In fine, 
the time was not yet come when (he (hould 
be capable of ixing touched with that 
herlclf, which fhe took fo much pains to 
inlpire in others. 

Though (he could not love, (he was 
pleafed with being loved : — no man, of 
what degree or circumftance foever, could 
offend her by declaring himfelf her ad- 
mirer ; and as much as (he defpifed Sir 
Frederick Fineer for his romantic manner 
ct exprefling the paflion be profefled for 
her, yet to have miffed him out of the 
number of her train of captives, would 
have been little lefs mortification to her» 
than the lofs of a favourite lover would 
have been to fome other women. 

That enamarato of all enamoratoes, 
would not, however, fuffer the flames 
which he flattered himfelf with having 
kindled in her, to grow cool, and ambi- 
tious alfo offhevsring his talents in verfe as 
well as profe, fent to her that morning the 
following epiftle : 



Ta 
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• To the bright goddefs of my foul, 

* the adorable 

* Mifs Betsy Thoughtless, 

• Moft divine fource of joy, 

« TO (hew in what manner I pafs 

• the hours of abfence from you, and 
/ at the fame time reprcfent the cafe of a 

• loveriacked with flifpence, and toflfed 

• alternately between hopes and fears, I 

• take the liberty to infcribe to you the 
^ inclofed poem, which, I moft humbly 

• befeech you to take as it is meant, tfaie 
^ tribute of my duteous zeal, — * an humble 
^ offering prefented at the fhrine of you( 
f all-glorious beauty, from 

• Lovely ruler of my heart, 

* Your eternally devoted, 
I And no lefs faithful (lave, 

t F. FlKEXR.* 



•A 
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, A true piSlure 9/ my heart in the dif- 
Jerent Jages of its worjbip. 

A 

POEM, 

Moft humbly infcribcd to the never- 
enough deified 

MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 

WHEN firft from my unfinifli'd 

fleep I ftart, 

I feel a fluttVing faintnefs round my heart ; 

Adarkfome mift, which rifes from my mind. 

And like fweet fun-fhine, leaves your 

name behind. 

When from your fhadow to yourfelf I fly^ 
To drink in tranfport at my thirfty eye. 
Each orb furveys you with a kindling fight. 
And trembles to fuftain the vaft delight : 
From head to foot, o'er all your heav*n 

they fl:ray. 
Dazzled with luftre in your milky way : 
At laft you fpeak, and, as I fiiart to hcar^ 
Mjr foul is sdi colk&ed in my car. 
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But when refiftlefs tranfporc makes me 
bold. 

And your foft hand inclos'd in mine I hold. 

Then flooding raptures fwim through 
ev'ry vein, 

And each fwol'n art'ry, throbs wijh plea- 
ting pain. 
Fain would I fnatch you to my lon^g 
arms. 

And grafp in extafy your blazing charms : 

then,'— how vain the wilh that I purfuel 

1 would lofe all myfclf, and mix with you : 
Involved, — embody'd, with your beao« 

ties join. 
As fires meet fires, and mingle in their fhine^ 
Abforb'd in blifs, I would diffolving lie. 
Become all you, and foul and body die. 
Weigh well thefe fymptoms, and then 
judge in part. 
The poignant anguifti of the bleeding heart 
Of him, who is, with unutterable love, 
refplendent charmer 
Your hoping, — fearing, languifliing 
adorer, 

F. FiNBBR. 

f P, s. 
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P. S. I propofe to fly to the feet of my 

• adorable about five o'clock this after- 

• noon ; —do not, I befcech you, clip 

• the wings ot my devotion, by forbid- 
« ding my approach/ 

How acceptable to a vain mind, is 
even the meaneft teftimony of admiration ! 
— If Mils Betfy was not charmed with 
the elegance of this offering, fhe was, at 
leaft, very well pleafed with the pains he 
took in compofing it. — In the humour 
Ibe then was, fhe would, perhaps^ have 
rewarded the labour of his brain, with 

£*ving him an opportunity of kiding her 
oe a fecond time, but fhe expe(fted her 
brother Frank about the hour he men«> 
tioned, with fome intelligence of Mr. 
Trueworth, and had engaged to pafs the 
evening abroad, as has be^n already men- 
tioned. 

She lent, however, a very complaifanC 
meflage by the fervant, who brought the 
letter;— fhe ordered he fhould come 
up into her dining-room, and then, with a 
great deal of fweetnefs, defired him to tell 
his mafler, that fl;ie was under a necefTity 
of fpending the whole day with fome 
relations that were jufl come to town, 
therefore intreated he would deftt t\vt 

Yvou^xxt 
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honour he intended her» 'till fome other 
time. 

Mr, Francis Thoughtlcfs did indeed callr 
upon her, as ihe imagined he would % — he 
had been at the lodgings of Mr. True- 
worth, but as that gentleman happened to 
be abroad at the time he went, and he was 
now obliged to go with his brother on fome 
bufinefs relating to the com million he was 
about xp purchafe, fo could not ftay long 
enough with her to enter into any conver- 
fation of moment. 

Mifs Betfy had now full two hours 
upon her hands after her brother left her, 
to which (he had appointed Mr. Munden 
to come to conduct her to the country- 
dancing, and as (he had not feen Mifs 
Mabel for a good while, and had heard 
that lady had made her feveral viftts when 
Ihe was at home to receive them, Ihe 
thought to take this opportunity of having 
nothing elfe to do, to return, part of 
the debt, which civility demanded from 
her to her friend. — Accordingly Ihe fet 
out in. a hackney-coach, but met with 
an accident by the way, which not only 
difappointed her intentions, but likewiie 
ilruck a ftrange damp oh the gaiety of her 
fpirics. 
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As they were driving pretty faft thro* 
a narrow ftreet, a gentleman's chariot 
run fiiil againft them, with fuch rapidity, 
chat both received a very great fhock, in* 
ibmuch that the wheels were locked, and 
it was not without Ibme difficulty, and 
the s^ftance of feveral people, who fee- 
ing what had happened, ran out of their 
(hops and houfes, that the cosichmen were 
able to keep their horfes from going on ; 
which, had they done, both the machines 
muft inevitably have been torn to pieces : 
*- there were two gentlemen in the cha« 
riot, who immediately jumped out 5 — 
Mifs Betfy fcreaming, and frighted almoft 
to death, was alfo helped out of the coach 
by a very civil tradefman, before whofe 
door the accident had happened ; — -he led 
her into his (hop, and made her fit down, 
while his wife ran to fetch a glafs of water, 
and fome hartfhorn drops. 

Her extreme terror had hindered her 
from difcovering who was in the chariot, 
or whether any one was there, but the 
gentlemen having crofled the way, and 
come into the lame fliop, ihe prefently 
knew the one to be Sir Bazil Ix)veit, and 
the other Mr. Trueworth — hct furprife * 
at fight of the latter was fuch as might 
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had occafioned fome raillery, if it had not 
been concealed under that which ihe had 
fuftained before ; — Sir Bazil approached 
her with a very refpeftful bow, and made 
a handfome apology for the fault his man 
had committed, in not giving way when a 
lady was in the coach ; to which (he mo- 
deftly replied, that there could be no fault 
where there was no delign of offending, -— 
Mr. Trueworth then drawing near, with a 
very cold and refervcd air, told her, he 
hoped ihe would receive no prejudice by 
the accident. 

I believe the danger is now over, faid 
Ihe, ftruck to the very heart at finding 
herfelf . accofted by him in a manner fo 
widely different from that to which ihe 
had been accuflomed :— fcarcc had (he the 
fortitude to bear the fhock it gave her % 
but fummoning to her aid all that pride 
and difdain could fupply her with, to 
prevent him from perceiving how much 
ihe was affeded by his behaviour : — 

• I could not, however,* purfued ihe, 

• with a tone of voice perfedUy ironical, 

• have expefted to receive any confolation 

• under tnis little difaiter from Mr. True* 

• worth , — I imagined fir, that fome 

• weeks ago you had been repofing your* 
^ ielf in the delightful bowers^ and fweet 

* rcceiTes 
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« recefles of your country feat, — How 
« often have I heard you repeat with plea- 
< fuit thefe lines of Mr. Addifon's? 

*< Bear me, ye godb ! to Umbraia's gentle feats. 
*« Or hide me in fwect Bayia's foft retreats. 

< Yet ftill I find you in this noiTy, buft- 

* ling town/— She concluded thefe words 
with a forced fmile; which Mr. True- 
worth taking no notice of replied^ with 
the fame gravity as before, * I parpoled 

* indeed, madam, to haye returned to Ox- 

* fordlhire, but events then unfotefeen 
« have detained me.* 

While they were fpeaking. Sir Bazil re- 

colleding the face of Mifs Betfy, which *till 

. now he had not done, cried, ^ I think Ma« 

* dam, I have had the honour of feeing you 

* before this.' •— * Yes, Sir Bazil,' replied 
(he, know'mg very well he meant at 
Mi6 Forward's, * you faw me once in a 

* place, where neither you, nor any one 
« clfe, will ever fee me again, but I did 

* not then know the charafter of the pcr- 

* fon I vifited:' To which Sir Bazil only 
replying, that he believed (he did nor, 
Mr. Trueworth immediately rejoined, 
that the moft cautious might be ome de- 
ceived. 

Vol. Ill D 1\v^ 
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The cmphafis with which he uttered the 
word once, made Mifs Bctfy fee, that he 
bore ft ill in his mind the fecond error (he 
had been guilty of, in vifiting that wo- 
man ^ but (he had no time to give any 
other anfwer than a look of fcorn and in- 
dignation. Sir Bazil's footm^ telling him 
the chariot was now at liberty, and had 
received no damage ; on which the gentle- 
men took their leave of her, Mr. True- 
worth jfhewing no more concern in doing 
fo, than Sir Bazil himfelf, or any one 
would have done, who never had more 
than a mere curfory acquaintance with her. 

She would not be perfwaded to go into 
the coach again, much lefs could fhe think 
of going on her intended vifit, but defired 
a chair to be called, and went diredly 
home, in order to give vent to thofe emo- 
tions, which may eafier be conceived^ 
than reprefented. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Siitns to bt calculated rather for the inJlruSfion 
tban entertaimmnt of the reader. 

HOW great foevcr was the fhock Mifs 
Betfy had fuftained'in this interview 
with Mr. Trueworthy he did not think 
hlmfelf much indebted to fortune* for 
having thrown her in his way ; — he had- 
once loved her to a very hi^h degree, aiul 
though the belief of her unworthinefs, 
— - the fond endearments of one woman, 
— and the real merits of another, had 
all contributed to drive that paflion from 
his breaft, yet as a wound but lately cloftd 
is apt to bleed afrefh, on every litde acci- 
dent, fo there required no lefs than the 
whole dock of the beautiful and difcreet 
Mifs Harriot's pcrfedions, to defend his* 
heart from feeeling anew fo me part of its . 
former pain, on this fudden and unexpe£):* 
ed attack. 

Happy was it for him, that his judg- 
ment concurred with his prtfent inclina- , 
tion, and that he had fuch unqueftioaabk 
reafon* forjalUfying the t^ar fuioix WW^ 
D 2 TO^^^ 
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made of his afFcdlions from one objeft to 
another, elfe might he have relapfed into a 
flame, which, if ever it had been attended 
with any true felicity, muft have been 
purchafed at the expence of an infinity of 
previous difquiets. 

He was now become extren^ly conver- 
fant with the family of Sir Bazil, — vifited 
there almoft every day, — was well receiv- 
ed by both the fillers, and had many op* 
portunities of penetrating into the real fcn- 
timents and difpofitions of Mifs Harriot^ 
which he found to be fuch as his mod fan- 
guine wiflits could have formed for the 
woman to be bled with, whom he would 
make choice of for a wife. — When he 
compared the fteady temper, — the affabi- 
lity, — the eafe, unaffaded chearfulnefs, 
mixed with a becoming rtfcrve, which 
that young lady tellificd in all her 
words and aflions, with the capricious 
turns, — the pride, — the giddy lightncfe 
he had obferved in the behaviour of 
Mifs Betfy, his admiration of the one was 
increafed by his difapprobation of the 
other. 

How great a pity was it, therefore, 
that a young lady, like Mifs Betfy, fo 
formed by heaven and nature to have ren- 
dcreJ any man compleatly happy in pof- 
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fefling her, inferior to her fair competitor^ 
neither in wit, beauty, nor any perfonal, 
or acquired endowment, — her inclinations 
ho lefs pure, — her fentimcnts as noble, 
— her difpofition equally generous and be- 
nign, ftiould, through her own inadver- 
tency, deftroy all the merit of lb many 
amiable qualities, and for the fake of in*- 
dulging the wanton vanity of actrafling 
univerfal admiration, forfeit, in reaUcy, 
thofc juft pretentions to it which otherwife 
the had been entitled from the deferving 
and the difcerning few ! 

Mr. Trueworth, as the reader may have 
obferved, did not all at once withdraw his 
affc£tions from the firH objeft of them, 
nor tranfmit them to a fecond, but on 
very juftifiable motives. — The levity of 
Mite Betfy, and other branches of ill con- 
duft, had very much weaned her from his 
heart, before the wicked artifices of Mifs 
Flora had rendcf ed her quite contemptible 
in his opinion, and had not wholly devot- 
ed himfelf to the beauties of Mifs Harriot, 
•till he was well convinced the perfeftions 
of her mind were fuch as could not fail of 
fecuring the conqued which her eyes had 
gained. 

He did not however prcfcntly dedw^ 
himfelf S — he faw the frieivdftivp W'^^^w 
D 3 \^^fc 
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the two fillers would be fomewhat of an 
^bftacle to his hopes •, — he had heard 
that Mifs Harriot had rejcfted fcveral ad- 
vantageous propofals of marriage, merely 
becaufe Ihe would not -be feparated from 
Mrs, Wellair -, — he alfo found, that Sir 
Bazil, though for what reafon he could 
not guefs, feiemed not very defirous of 
having his filler difpofed of : — the only 
probable way, therefore, he thought of 
obtaining his wifhes, was to conceal them» 
'till he found the means of inlinuating 
himfelf, fo far into, the good graces, both 
of the one and the other, as to prevent 
them from oppofing whatever endeavours 
he fhould make to engage their filler to 
lillen to his fuit. 

The llratagem had all the efFefl for 
which it was put in pradlice : .s— the in- 
timacy he had long contracted with Sir 
Bazil, now grew into fo perfedl a friend- 
(hip, that he fcarce fulFcred a day to pafs 
without an invitation to his houfe. — Mrs. 
Wellair expreffed the higheft elleem and 
liking of his converfation, and Mifs 
Harriot herfelf, not imagining of what 
confcquence every word that fell from 
her was to him, faid a thoufand obliging 
things on his account ; particularly one 
day, after they had been finging a two- 
pan fon§ together, * How often, cried 
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fhc to her fifter, • fliall wc wiih for, this 

* gentleman, when we get into the coun- 

* try, CO aft the principal part in our little 

* operas !* 

All this he returned in no other manner, 
than any man would have done, who had 
no farther aim than to (hew his wit and 
gallantry : — to much of his happinefs, 
indeed, depended upon the event, that it 
behoved him to be very cautious how he 

Eroceeded ; and it is likely he would not 
ave ventured to throw off the made of 
indifference fo loon as he did, if he bad 
not been emboldened to it by an unex- 
pecfted accident. 

Among the number of thofe, which vi- 
fited the fifttrs of Sir Bazil, there was a 
young lady called Mrs. Blanchfield ;— rlhc 
was born in the fame town with them, but 
had been fome time in London, on ac- 
count of the death of an uncle, who had 
left her a large fortune ; —(be had a great 
deal of vivacity and good humour, which 
rendered bQth her pQrfon and converfation 
very agreeable \ — (he paflcd in the eyes of 
mpfl people for a beauty, but her charms 
were little taken notice of by Mr. True- 
worth, though (he behaved towards him in 
a manner, which would have been flatter- 
ing enough to a man of mote va»\\:^^ ^t 
D 4 niVva 
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who had been lefsengrofled by the perfec- 
tions of another. 

By what odd means does fortune fomc- 
times bring about thofe things (he is de- 
termined to accomplifh ? — Who could 
have thought this lady, with whom Mr. 
Truewonh had no manner of concern 
and but a flight acquaintance, fhould 
even, unknowing it herfelf, become the 
happy inftrument of having that done for 
him, which he knew not very well how 
to contrive for himfelf 5 — yet fo it prov- 
ed, in effed) as the reader will presently 
perceive. 

Happening to call one morning on Sir 
Bazil while he was dreffing, ♦ O! True- 

• worth,' faid he, * I am glad you have 

• prevented me ; for I was juft going ta 

• your lodgings : — I have fomething to 
< acquaint you with, which I fancy you 
« will think deferves your attention. — 

* I fuppofe,' replied Mr. Trueworth, 
« you would not tell me any thing, that 

* was not really fo^ — but pray what i% 
*it?' 

* What you have made a conqueft here 
« it feems,* refumed Sir Bazil, « and may 

* fay with Csefar, Veni, Vidi, Vici.- — 
' -— Prithee how did you flcep laft night ? 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 57 

• — Did your guardian angcl^ or no kind 

• ratling ftar, give you notices of your ap- 

* proaching happincfs, that you might re- 
« ceive the blcffing with moderation ?' — 
Mr. Trucworth not able to conceive 
what it was he meaned, but imagining 
there was fome myftery contained in this 
raillery, defired him to explain ; ' for,' 
faid he, the • happinefs you promife cannot 

* come too foon.* 



* You will think fo, replied. Sir Bjzil, 

* when 1 tell you, a fine lady, — a cele- 

* braced toaft, and a fortune of twenty 

* thoufand pounds in her own hands, is 

* fallen in love with you,* — ' Wi h me ?' 
cried Mr. Trueworth, * you are merry th s 

* morning. Sir Bazi!.* — * No faith I am 

* (erious,* refumed the other; * the lady I 

* fpeak of is Mrs. Blanchfield : — 1 have 

* heard her fay abundance of handfome 

* things of you myfelfj — fuch as that you 

* were a very fine gentleman^ — that you 

* had a great deal of wit, — fimg. welJ j 

* — but my filters tell me» that when ihe 

* is alone with them, (he a&s a thou- 

* fand queftions about you, and in fine 

* talks of nothing elfi j — fo that, accord- 

* ing to this account, a very li tie court- 

* fhip would ferve to make you mafter 
« both of her pcrfon and fortune*— N^V^ 

* f^y youF 

D 5 ^ T V?.^ 
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* That I am neither vain enough to bc- 

* lieve,' anfwered Mn Trueworth, * nor 

* ambitious enough to defire fuch a thing 

* (hould be real/ • How!* — cried 

Sir Bazil, in fome furprizc ; — * why flie 

* is reckoned one of the fineft women in 
1 town ; — has wit, — good nature, — is 
^ of a good family, and an unblemifhed 
' reputation ; then her fortune, — 

* though I know your eftate fets you 
« above wanting a fortune with a wife, 
' yet I muft tell you a fortune is a very 

* pretty thing, — children may come, 

* and a younger brood muft be provided 

* for.' 

' You argue very reafonably indeed,* 
replied Mr. Trueworth \ « but pray,' pur- 
fued he, • as you are fo fcnfible of this 

* lady's perfeftions, how happened it, 

* that you never made your addreffes to 

* her yourfelf ?' — « I was not fure (he 
< would like me fo well as (he does you,* 
faid he ; * befides, to let you into the fe- 

* cret, my heart was engaged before I ever 

* faw her face, and my perfon had been fa 

* too by this time, but for an unlucky rub 

* in my way.' 

' What ! Sir Bazil, honourably in love,* 
crhd Mr. Trueworth, — * h^t. Vmx\^%^ 
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•.there is no refilling deftiny/ anfwered 
he; — * I that have ranged through half 
« the fex in fearch of pleafure, — doated 
« on the beauty of one, — the wit of ano- 

• ther, — admired by turns their different 

• charms, have at laft found one in whom 

• all I could wi(b in woman is compriz'd % 
'- * and to whom I am unalterably fixed, be- 

• yond even, I think, a poflibility of 

• change/ 

• May I be trufted with the name of 

• this admirable perfon/ faid Mr. True* 
worth, * and what impedes your happi- 

• nefs ?* — You (hall know all,' replied 5ir . 
Bazil ; * in the firfl: place, fhe is 

• called Mifs Mable.' * What! Mifs 

• Mable of Bury-ftreet,* cried Mr. True- 
worth, haftily ?* — * The fame,* replied Sir 
Bazil : — ^ you know her then ? —I have 

• feen her,* faid Mr, Trueworth, in com- 
• * pany with a lady I vifited fome time ago,, 

« and believe (he is, in reality, the original 
•^of that amiable pifture you have bccni 
•^ drawing/ 

* It rejoices me, however, that you 
•- approve my choice, faid' Sir Bazil ; but 

• her father is, without exception the 

• moft fordid, avaritious wretch, bicathing;. 

• — - he takes more pleafure in countia^, 

• over his bags than in the happmtfe oi ^w.. 

D 6 V Otv\^: 
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* only child 5 — — he fcems glad of aa 

* alliance with me, — encourages my pre- 

* tenfions to his daughter, — is ready to 

* give her to me to-morrow, if I pleafe ; 

* yet refufes to part with a fmgle fhil- 

* ling of her portion, *till he can no 

* longer keep it. that is, he will 

« fecure to me ten thoufand pounds after 

* his deceafe ; and adds, by way of ca* 

* jole, that, perhaps, he will then throw 

* in a better penny; but is pofitively de- 
^ termined to make no diminution of his 

* fubftance, while he lives. ■ Thefe,* 
continued he, * are the only terms on 

* which he will give his confent, and this 
< it is, which has fo long delayed my mar- 

* riage.* 

Mr. Trucworth could not here forbear 
making feme refiedions on the cruelty and 
injuftice of thofe parents, who rather than 
divide any part of their treafures with their 
children, fufFer them to let flip the only 
crifis that could make their happinels, — 
After which, Sir Bazil went on in his dii* 
courfe. 

f It is not,* faid he, ' that I would not 

* gladly accept my charming girl on the 

* conditions the old mifer offers, or even 

* without any further hopes of what he 

* prcmiks to do for her j-but I am fo 
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unhappily circutnftanced as to be under 
a ncccflUy of having ready money with a 
wife ;•— old Sir Bazil, my father, gave 
my elder fitter fix choufand pounds on 
her marriage with Mr. Wellair, and, I 
fuppoie, to fliew his affeftion to both his 
dai^hters were equal, bequeathed at his 
death the (ame fum to Harriot, and this 
to be charged on the eftate, notwich- 
ftanding it was then under fome other 
incumbrances : — flie can make her de- 
mand, either on coming of age, or on 
the day of marriage, which ever hap- 

Sens firft ; the one indeed is three years 
iftant, (he being but eighteen, but who 
knows how foon the other may happen ? 
— 'Tis true, fhe feems.at prcfent quite 
averfe to changbg her condition % but 
that is not to be depended upon, — all 
young women are apt to talk in that, 
ftrain j but when once the favourite man 
comes in view, away at once with refo- 
lution and virginity/ 

Mr. Trueworth now ceafed to wonder 
at the little fatisfadtion Sir Bazil had 
fliewn, on any difcourfe that cafually hap- 
pened concerning love or marriage to 
Mifs Harriot ; and nothing could be more 
lucky for him than this difcovery of the 
caufe, — he found by it that one obftacle. 
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leaft, to his hopes might eafily he removed, 
and that it was in his own power to convert 
entirely to his interell, that which had 
feemcd to threaten the greatell oppofition 

to it. 

•# 

A moment^s confideration fufBced to 
make him know what he ought to do, and 
that a more favourable conjunfture could 
not poffibly arrive, for his declaring the 
paflion he had, fo long concealed : — - 

* Methinks, Sir Bazil,' faid he, after a 
very fliort paufe, * there is not the leaft 

* grounds for any appfehenfion of the in** 

* convenience you mention : — whoever 

* has in view the poflfeflion of Mifs Har- 

* riot, muft certainly be too much taken 
^ up with his approaching happinefi to- 

* think of any thing belidcs.* 

. * Ah friend,* aied Sir Bazil, * yo» 

* talk like one ignorant of the world.*--^ 

* I talk like one who truly loves,' replied 
Mr. Trueworth, * and is not ignorant of 

• • the merit of her he loves \ — and now/ 
continued he, perceiving Sir Bazil looked 
a little furprifed, * I will exchange fecrets 

* with you, and for the one you have re- 

* pofed in me, will entrufb you with an- 

* other, which has never yet efcaped my 

* lips : — I love your charming fiftcr ; — 

* the Jirlt moment 1 beheld her made me 
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* her adorer ; — her afFabfHty,-i-her mo- 

* deft fweetnefs, — her unaffeded wit, — 

* her prudence, — the thouland virtues 

* of her mind have fince confirmed the 

* imprefiions that her beauty made, and I 

* am now all hcr's.' 

As Sir Bazil had never difcovered any 
thing in Mr, Trueworth's behaviour, that 
could give him the leaft eaufe to fufoeft 
what now he was fo fully informed of by 
his own confeffion, he was very much 
aftoniflied, * Is it poffible !* cried he, * are 
« you in earneft, and do you really love 

* Haniot ?* « Yes, from my fbuJ I do,* 

replied Mr. Trueworth, * and wifh no 

* other blefling on this fide heaven than to 

* obtain her : — as to the fix thoufand 

* pounds you fpeak of, I neither fhould 

* demand, nor would accept it, 'till well 
< afllired the payment of it was quite agree- 

* able to the fituation of your affairs.' 

« Would you then marry Harriot with 

* nothing,' faid Sir Bazil, * or what is 

* tatamount to nothing, a fmall fortune, 

* and that to be paid dilcretionary, rather 

* than Mrs. Blanchfield with twenty thou- 

* fand pounds in ready fpecie?*— * Not 

* only rather than Mrs. Blanchfield,* re- 

* plied Mr. Trueworth, 'lDUt than any 
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« other woman in the world, with all thofe 

* thoufands multiplied into millions.' 

« Amazing love and generofity J* cried 
Sir Bazii with Ibme vehemence v — * could 

* (he be capable of refufing, fhc were un- 
' worthy of you ; — but this you may be af- 

* furcd, that if all the influence I have over 
^ can engage her to be yours, (he (hall be 

< fo/ Mr. True worth could teftify the 

tranfport this promife gave him no other- 
wife than by a warm embrace, faying, at 
the fame time, * Dear, Sir Bazil !' — 
' Yes,* rejoined that gtntleman„ * to 

* give my lifter fuch a hufband as Mr. 

* frucworth, I would put myftlf to a 

* much greater inconvenience than the 

* prompt payment of her fortune, and 
i fliall not abufe your generous offer by — * 

* I will not hear a word on that head/ 
cried Mr, Trueworth, haftily interrupting 
him, * and if you would add to the fa- 

* vours you have already conferred upon 

* me, do not ever think of it : — purfuc 

* your inclinations with the deferving ob- 

* je6t of them, and be as happy with her 

* as I hope to bt through your friendly 
« aOiftance with the adorable Mils Har- 

* riot.* 



Here 
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Here enfued a little conteft between 
them •, — Sir Bazil was alhauied to accept 
that proof of friendfliip Mr. Trueworth 
made ufe of, joined to the confideration ot 
his own eafe, at laft prevailed -, after which 
Sir Bazil told him, the ladies were gone to 
the (hops, in order to make fomepurchafes 
they wanted, but that he would take the 
fii-ft opportunity on their return, to ac- 
quaint his fifter with the fentiments he had 
for her, and appointed to meet him at the 
chocolate-houfe in the evening, to let him 
know thefucccfs. 



C HA ?• VI. 

Shews the different operations ofthefamepajjioni 
inperfons of different principles and difpojitions. 

SI R Bazil had very much at heart the 
accomplifhment of the promife he had 
made to Mr. Trueworth, and indeed no 
one thing could have feemed more ftrange 
than that of his being other wife, when fo 
many reafons concurred to engage his in- 
tegrity :-~hc had a real friendfliip for the 
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perfon who defired his afliftance, there 
. Were none among all his acquaintance for 
whom he had a greater regard, or who 
fliared more of his good wifhes ; — the na- 
tural affeftion he had for his filler made 
him rejoice in the opportunity of feeing 
. her fp happily difpofed of, and the parti- 
cular intereft ofhis own paffion, might well 
. render him not only fincere, but alfo zeal- 
ous in promoting an affair, which would 
fo fully anfwer all thefe ends, 

^ The firft breaking the matter to Mifi 

* Harriot he looked upon as the greateft 
difficulty ; for he doubted not but when 
once a belief of Mr. Troeworth's indina^ 
4:ions was properly inculcated in her, his 
amiable perfon, and fine qualities, would 
enaUe him to n^ke his way, as a lover,, 
into a heart, which had already a high 
efteem for him as an acquaintance. 

He rcfolved, however,, not to delay 
making the difcovery, and his fitters com- 

• ing home foon after^ he ran out of his 
dreOing-room, and met them as they were 
going up ftairs into their own chamber, 

.with a whole cai^ of filks, and other 
things they had been buying : — ' Hold, 
♦ hold,* cried he, not fuffering them to 
pais, ^ pray come in here, and let me fee 

what 
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^ nvhac bargains you have been making ?* 
« — « What underftanding can you, that 
« are a batchelor, have in thefe things ?' 
faid Mrs, Wellair, laughing. — * 1 have 

* the more need then of being informed,* 
replied he, * that I may be the better able 
^ to judge both of the fancy and frugality 

* of my wife whenever I am ib happy to 

* get one.* 

* Well, well, I know all you men 

* mufl: be humoured,* faid Mrs. Wellair, 
in the fame gay ftnun : -^ < come, (ifter» 
•let us unpack our bundles.' — With thefe 
words they both went in, and the fervant 
i¥ho followed them with the things 
having laid them down on a uble» with* 
drew. 

The ladies then began to open their par- 
cels, and Sir Bazil gave his opinion firft 
of one thing, and then of another, as they 
were (hewn to him, *iill Mifs Harriot dif- 
playinjg a roll of very rich white damalk, . 

* to which of you does this belong ^* faid 
Sir Bazil. — ^ * To me,* anfwered (he. — 
« Hah ! — I am glad on it, upon my foul,* 
rejoined he : — * this is an omen of mar- 

* riage, my dear fifter : — I will lay my 

* life upon it, that you become a bride in 

* this gown.*—* I muft firft find the nun 

* to make mc fo/ cried Ihc biiCifiXi • — " 
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* He b not very far to feek, I dare anfwer,* 
fiud Sir Bazil. — • Why then/ replied (he, 
« when he is found he muft wait 'till my 

* mind comes to me, and that, I be- 

* lieve, will not be in the wearing of this 

* gown.' 

* I am of a diflFcrent way of thinking,* 
faid he, fomewhat more gravely than be- 
fore i — * what would you fay if I (hould 
^ tell you, that one of the fined, moft ac* 

* compiiihed men in Europe is fallen def- 

* peratcly in love with you, and has en* 

* gaged me to be his interceflbr ?'— * I 

* fhould fay noching,' anfwered fhe, * but 

* that you have a mind to divert yourfetf^ 

* and put me out of humour with my 

* new gown, by your converting it into a 

* hieroglyphic.'— In fpcaking thefe words 
ihe catched up her filk» and ran haftily up 
flairs, leaving Mrs. Wellair and her bro* 
ther together. 

* Poor Harriot,* faid Sir Bazil, after 
ibe was gpne^ * I have put her to the 
« blulh with the very name of matri- 

* mony 5-.-but I aflurc you, fifter,' con- 
tinued he to Mrs. Wellair, ' the thing I 

* have mentioned is ferious,' — * Indeed ! 
cried that lady in fome furprifc.— • Yes, 
< upon my honour,' refumed he, * the 

* gentkaisui 1 mean had not left me above 
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* a quarter of an hour before you came 

* in, and I can tell you is one whom you 

* know.'—* If I know him,* repHcd Ihc, 
after a paufe, * I fancy I need not be at 

* any lo(s to guefi his name, by the de- 

* fcription you have given me of him ; ^ 

< for I have feen no man fince my coming 

* to town, who fo well deferves thofe en- 

* coniiums^as Mr. Trueworth/ — * I am 
^ glad you think foj* (aid Sir Bazil; * for 

* 1 am cenain your judgment will go a 
« a great way with Harriot ; — he is, in 

< fkd, the perfon I have been fpeaking of, 
« and is fo every way deferving of my fit- 

* ter's afFcAion, that fhe muft not only be 

< the moft infenfible creature in the world, 

< but alfo the greateft enemy to her own 

* intereft and happinefs, to refufe him/ 

He then repeated to her all the conver- 
fation he had that morning with Mn 
Trueworth, the anfwers that gentleman 
had given him to the propolition he had 
made on Mrs. Blanchfield's account; — 
his declaration of his paifion for Mifs Har- 
riot, and every other particular, excepting 
that of the non-payment of her fortune ; 
and that he concealed only becaufe he 
would not be fufpeded to have been bribed 
by it, to fay more of his friend than he 
r^ly xnericed* 



'WVx^^ 
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Mrs. WelUir was equally charmed and 
aftonilhed at this report, and on Sir BaziPs 
telling her, that Mr. Trueworth was under 
feme apprehenfions^ that the pleafure flie 
took in having her After with her, would 
be an impediment to his defires, (he very 
gravely replied, that flie was very forry 
Mr. Trueworth (hould imagine, (he was 
fq wanting in underftanding, or true afftc- 
tion to her fitter, as for the fclf-fatisfadtion 
of her company, to ofier any thing in op- 
pofition to her intereft or happineS. 

After this they had a good deal of 
difcourfe together, concerning Mr. True- 
worth's family and fortune, the particulars 
of both which Sir Bfazil was very well ac- 
quainted with, and Mrs. Wellair being 
thoroughly convinced by what he faid of 
the many advantages of the alliance pro- 

g>led, aflured him, in the ftrongeft terms 
e was able, that he would do every 
thing in her power to promote it. 

* rU entertain her on this fubjeft while 

• we are dreffing,* faid (he : — * your plea- 

• fantry on this white damadc will furnidi 

• me with an cxallent pretence ; — I fhall 
^ begin in the iame ftrain you did, and 

• then proceed to a ferious narrative of. all 
' fou have been telling me, relating to 
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Mr. Trueworth ; to whith I (hall add 
my own fentimencs of the amiablenefs of 
his perfbn, parts, and accomplifhments^ 
and fet before her eyes^ in the light it 
dcfcnreS) the generofity of his paflion^in 
refufing fo great a fortune us Mrs. 
Blanchfield for her fake, and the refpeft- 
fulnefi of it, in not daring to declaring 
binifelf, 'till he had engaged the only 
two, who may be fuppofed to have 
any influence over her, in favour of his 
fuit.* 

« I know,Vfaid Sir BaziU * that you 
women are the fitted to deal with one 
another ; — therefore, as I fee you are 
hearty in the caufe, ihall wholly depend 
on your management ; — but hearkye, 
fifter,i* continued he, perceiving fhe was 
going out of the room, ^ I have one 
thing to add,-«-I am to meet Trueworth 
at the chocolate-hoiife this evening ; — 
he will be impatient for the fuccefs of 
the promife I have made him ; — now 
you know we fliall have a great deal of 
company at dinner to-day, and I may 
.not have an opportunity of fpeaking to 
you in private before the time of my 
going to him ; --- for that reafon we 
muft have fome watch-word between us, 
that niay give an intimation in general^ 
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* how Harriot receives what you haye faid 

* to her.' 

* Oh, that is ca^/ cried Mrs. Wellair, 
< as thus, — you mall take an occaiGon, 

* cither at table, or any time when you 
^ find it moft proper, to afk tne, how I 
^ do ? and by my anfwer to that queftioiii 
^ you will be able to judge what fuccelsl 
« have had/ — < Very right,* replied Sir 
Bazil, * and I will be fure to obferve/ — 
There pailed no niore between them, Ihe 
went diredly up (lairs to do as^ fhc had ^ 
laid, and Sir Bazil to pay his morning 
vifit to Mifs Mable, as he ufually did every 
day. 

The humours of thefe two worthy per- 
fons, were extremely well adapted to 
make each other happy : — Sir Bazil was 
gay, but he was perfeftly lincere ; — 
Mifs Mable had a great deal of foftnefs 
in her nature, but it was enrirely under 
the dirc&ion of her prudence ; — (he re- 
turned the paflion of her lover with equal 
tendernefs, yet would not permit the gra- 
tification of it, 'till every thing that 
threatened an interruption of their mutual 
cafe fliould be removed. — Sir Bazil 
made no fecret of his afiFairs to her ^ — 
ihe knew very well, that he defired no 
more at prefent of her father than the 
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fix thoufand pounds, charged on his eftate 
For Mifs Harriot's fortune, and as the old 
gentleman teftified the higheft efteem for 
Jiim, and fatisfaftion in the propofed 
match, Ihe flattered herfelf, that he would 
at laft confent to fo reafonable a requeft, 
but, 'till he did fo, remained firm in her 
reiblution of denying both her own, and 
her lover's wilhes. 

The pleafure with whfch they always 
faw each other, was now however greatly 
enhanced by his acquainting her with the 
almoft aflured hope he had. that the dif* 
ficulty, which had fo long kept them 
afunder, would be foon got over, and he 
ihould have the inexpreflible fatisfaiStion 
of complying with the conditions her fa^* 
tber had propofed, without the lead dan- 
ger of incurring any inconvenience to 
himlelf. 

The clock ftriking two, he was obliged 
to leave hej-, and go home to receive the 
company he cxpefted: — -• he behaved 
among his rViends with his accuftomed 
vivacity ; but cafting his eyes frequendy 
towards Mifs Harriot, he imagined he 
faw a certain gloom upon her counte- 
nance, which made him fearful for the 
effefts of Mrs. Wellair's folicitations, 'till 
recoUedting the agreement between him 

Vol.. III. E m^ 
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and that lady, he cried out haftily to her^ 
• How do you do, fifter ?* To which ifae 
anfwered^ with a ftnile, < As well as can 
« be expeftcd, brother j* — and then to 
prevent Mifs Harriot, or any ose elie 
from wondering what (he meant b^ fo 
odd a reply, added, * after the ugly jok I 
< have had this morning over London 
^ ftones in a hackney coach.* 

Sir Bazil eafily underftood, that by the 
words, * As well as can be expcfted,* his 
fifter meaned as much as could be hoped 
for, from the firft attack on a maid fo 
young and innocent, as Mifs Harriot, and 
jdoubced not but that fo favourable a be- 
ginning would have as fortunate a con- 
cluiion. 

Thofe gueils who had dined with him» 
ftayed fupper alfo, but that did not bin* 
der him from fulfilling his engagement 
with Mr. Trueworth i ~ he begged they 
would excufe a fhort excurfion, which he 
faid he was obliged to make, on extraor- 
dinary bufinefs, and accordingly went at 
the time appointed for the meeting that 
gentleman. 

Mr. Trueworth received the intelligence 
he brought him with tranfports befit- 
ting the fincerity of his pafllon : — he 

thougjht 
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tbought he had little to apprehend, (incc 
Mrs. Wellair vouchfafed to become his 
advocate. — < It is certainly, faid Sir Bazil, 
^ as greatly in her power to forward the 

* completion of your wiflies, as it was to 

• have obftrudled them •, — but, my dear 

* friend, continued he, there is no time to 

« be loft : the bufinefs that brought 

« my fitters to town will foon be over, and 
« Mrs. Wellair will then be on the wing to 

* get home to her hufband and family ;— - 

♦ you muft dine with me to-morrow j—t 

< (hall be able by that time to learn the 
« particulars of Harriot's behaviour, o^ 

• her firft hearing an account of the afFeci 

• tion with which you honour Jier, and by 
« that you may the better judge how tq 

' proceed.* This was the fubftancc 

« of all the difcourfe they had together 

• at that time ; — Sir Bazil went home, 

< and Mr. Trueworth adjourned to a 

• coffee-houfe, where he met with fome- 
« thing not very pleafmg to him. — It 
was a letter from Mifs Flora, containing 
thefe lines : 

To Charles Trueworth, Efq; 

* My Dear Trite worth, 

* FOR fuch you ftill are, and ever muft 

* be» to my fond doating heart, though 

* I have too much caufe to fear ^ou eteife 

£2 > t^ 
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* to wifli It ; — elfe why this cruel abfence ? 

* — I have not feen you thefe three days ! 

* — an age to one that loves like me. — 
^ I am racked to death with the appre- 

* henfions of the motives of fo unexpected 

* a negleft ; — if my perfon or pallion 

* were unworthy your regard, why did 
^ you accept them with fuch enchanting 

* foftnefs ? -^ and if ever I had any place 

* in your affeftion, what have I done to 

* forfeit it ? — But fure you cannot think 
^ of abandoning me! — of leaving me to 

* all the horrors ot defpair and (hame !— « 

* No,— 'tis impoffible, — ingratitude con* 

* fiftis not with that ftrift honour you pre- 

* tend to, and that I ftill flatter myfelf 
•you are in reality poflefled of: — you 

* may have had fome bufinefs, — but how 

* poor a thing is bufinefs when compared 

* with love ! —And I may reply with our 

* Englifh Sappho, in one of her amorous 
« epiftle$, 

c« Bufinefs you feign, but did you love like me, 
•* I fliould your moft important bufinefs be.** 

< But whither does my hurrymg fpirits 

* tranfport me ? — If I am ftill fo happy 
« to retain any ftiarc of your heart, I 

* have faid tco much -, if I am not, all I 

• can 
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* cto fay will be incfFcftual to move you, 
^ — I (hall, therefore, only tell you, that 

* I can live no longer without feeing you, 

* and will call on you at the coffee- houfc 

* this evening about eight, *till when I 
^ am, 

• Though in the utmoft diftraftioa, 
« My dear, dear Trueworth, 

• Your paffionately tender, 
* And devoted fervant, 

*F, Mellasin.* 

« P.S, Having heard you fay letters were 

• left for you at this place, and that you 
« ftepped in once or twice every day, I 

• though it more proper to direft for 

• you here, than at your own lodgings. 
« — Once more adieu. — Do not fail to 

• meet me at the hour/ 

Scarce could the ghoft of a forfaken 
miftrefs, drawing his curtains at the dead 
of night, have fhocked Mr. Trueworth 
more than this epiftle : — he had indeed 
done no more than any man, of his age 
and conftitution, would have done, if 
tempted in the manner he had been, yet 
he reproached himfelf feverely for it : — 
he knew how little this unhappy creature 
had her palTions in fubjcaion, and though 
all the liking he ever bad for Vvtt v^^i 
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now fwallowed up in his honourable afitc* 
tions for Mifs Harriot, yet he was too hu- 
mane and too generous not to pity the ex- 
travagance of a flame he was no longer 
capable of returning; — he wanted her to 
Jcnow there was a neceffity for their part- 
ing, but knew not how to do it without 
driving her to extremes ! - he hated all 
kind of didimulation, and as neither his 
honour, nor his inclinations, would permit 
him to continue an amorous correfpon- 
dence with her, he was very much at a 
lofs how to put an end to it, without letting 
her into the real caufe, which as yet he 
thought highly improper to do. 

It coft him fome time in debating with«' 
in himfclf how he (hould behave, in an 
affair which was indeed, in the prefent 
fituation of his heart, pretty perplexing ; 
—he confidered Mifs Flora as a woman 
of condition, — as one who tenderly loved 
him, and as one, who, on both thefe ac« 
counts, it would not become him to af- 
front : -— he refliefted alfo, that a woman, 
who had broke through all the rules of 
virtue, modefty, and even common de- 
cency, for the gratification of her wild 
defires, might, when denied that gratifi- 
cation, be capable of taking fuch fteps 
as might not only expofe her own cha- 
rader, but with it fo much of his, as 
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mighc ruin him with Mils Harriot ; — he 
found it therefore highly neceflkry to dif- 
guife his fentitnents, and aft towards her 
m fuch a manner ts fhould wean her af- 
fefticns from him by degrees, without 
his feeming to intend, or wi(h for fuch aa 
event. 

He had but juft come to this determi- 
nation, when he was told from the bar, 
that a lady in a hackney coach deHred to 
fpeak with him:— he went direftly to 
her, but inftead of ordering the man to 
drive to any particular houfe, bid him 
drive as flowly as he could round St. 
James's fquare. 

This very much ftartling her, (he aflccd 
him what he meaned ! — ■ * Are all the 

• houfes of entertainment in the town, 
«" faid (he, ftiut up, that we muft talk to 
^ one another in the ftreet ?' — * It ts im- 

* poflible for me, madam, anfwered he, 

* to have the pkafure of your company 
> this evening, '— I am engaged with 

♦ fome gentlemen at the houfe where you 

* found me, and have given my promife 

♦ to return in ten minutes.* — Thefe words, 
and the referved tone in which he fpoke 
them, ftabbed her to the heart. — « Un> 

• generous njan ! cried (he, is it thu^ 

* you repay the moft tender and ardent 

E4 ^^laSStf^i 
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* pafGon that ever was** — * You ladies, 

* (aid he, when once you give way to the 

* foft impulfe, are apt to devote your- 

* felves too much to it , but men have a 

* thoufand other amufements, which all 

* claim a Ihare in the variegated fccncs of 

* life ', — I am forry, therefore, ro find you 

* difquieted in the manner your letter in- 

* timates — Love Ihculd be nurfed by 
^ laughing, eafe, and joy } four difcontent, 

* reproaches, and complaints, deform its 
< native beauty, and render that a curie, 

* which otherwife would be the greateft 

* of our bleflings*— I beg, you, therefore* 
continued he, with fomewhat more ibftnefs 
in his voice, • for your own fake, to mode* 

* rate this vehemence 5 — be aflured I will 
^ fee you as often as pofllble, and (hall 

* always think of you with the regard I 

* ought to do.* 

Perceiving (he was in very great 
agonies, he threw his arms about her 
waift, and gave her a very affe£tionate 
falute, which, though no more than what 
a brother might have offered to a (ifter* 
^ litde mitigated the force of her grief: 
— * I fee I am undone, cried (he •, — I 

* have loft your heart, and am the mo(l 

* wretched creature upon earth !* — ' Do 

* not fay fo, replied he •, — I never can 

* be ungrateful for ihe favours you have 
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• beftowed upon me 5 but difcrction ought 
< to be obferved in an amour fuch as our's. 
« — I have really fome affairs upon my 

• hands» which for a time will very much 

• cngrofs me, — make yourfelf cafy then, 

• refume that gaiety, which renders you fo 

* agreeable to the world, and depend upon 
« it, that to make me happy, you mult be 

• fo yourfelf/ — ' When then Ihall I fee 

* you/ cried fhe, ftill weeping and hang- 

* ing on his breaft ?' — * As foon as convc- 

* rnence permits I will fend to you, faid 

* be ; but there is a neccffity for my leaving 
« you at prefent/ 

He then called to the coachman to 
drive back to the houfe where he had 
taken him up — It is not to be doubted 
but (he made ufe of all the rhetoric of 
defperate dying love, and every other art 
Ihe was hiiftreis of, to engage him to pre- 
fix fome time for their meeting ; but he 
would not fuffer himfelt to be prevailed 
upon fo far, and he left her with no other 
confolation than a fecond embrace, little 
warmer than the former had been, and a 
repetition of the promifc he bad made of 
writing to her in a ihoit time. 
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CHAP. VII. 

May hi called, an appendix to tbeformery as it 
contains only fome pajfages fubjequent t§ tbi 
precedtPg occurrences. 

WHAT pain foever the good-natut^ 
and gencrofity of Mr. Triieworth 
had made him fufFer, at the (ight of the 
unfortunate Mifs Flora's diftrefs, it was dif- 
fipated by recalling to his mind the p!caf- 
ing idea Sir Bazil had infpired in him, of 
fucceeding in hii wilhes with the amtahle 
Mifs Harriot. 

What deep he had that night, doubt- 
lefs, prefented him with nothing but the 
delightful images of approaching joys, 
and, poflibly, might give him fome in- 
timation of what was in thofe moments 
doing for him, by thofe who were waking 
for his intereft. 

Mrs. Wellair, who was extremely cau- 
tious how (he undertook a.iy thing, with- 
out being fully convinced it was rip;hr, 
sLsid no Icfs mduftuou^/m 2k.cco\xv^\\(Kva^ 
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whatever flie had^ once undertook, had 
employed all the time (he had, with her 
lifter before dinner, in reprefenting to her, 
in the moft pathetic terms, the paflion 
Mr. Trueworth had for her, — the extra- 
ordinary merits he was pofieifed of, and 
the many advantages of an alliance with 
him 5 but Mifs Harriot was modeft to 
that cxcds^ that to be told, though from 
the mouth of a fifter, (he had infpired 
any inclinations of the fort (he mentioned, 
gave her the utmoft confufion •, — (lie had 
not confidered the difference of fexes, and 
could not hear that any thing in her had 
reminded others of it, without blufhing : 
—the efFefts of her beauty gave her ra- 
ther a painful than a pleafing fenfation, 
and (he was ready to die with fhame at 
what the moft part of women are ftudi- 
ous to acquire, and look on as their greateft 
glory.' 

She offered nothing, however, in oppo- 
fition to what Mrs. Wellair had faid, con* 
cerning the perfon, or amiable qualities 
of Mr. Trueworth ; neither indeed had 

fhe a win to do it ; (he had been 

always highly pleafed with his converfa- 
tion, and had treated him with the fame 
innocent freedom (he did her brother, and 
fhe was now afraid, that ?t was her be- 
having to him in this manner, xSmlx. V-A 
K 6 ^w- 
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encouraged him to think of making his 
addrefies to her as a lover; —(he looked 
back with regret on every little mark of 
favour (he bad fhewn him, left he (hould 
have conftrued them into a meanings 
which was far diftant from her thoughts ; 
and thefe refledions it was, that occafioned 
that unfual penfivenefs; which Sir Bazil 
had obferved in her at dinner, and 
which had given him fome apprehenfions 
proceeded from a caufe leis favourable to 
his friend. 

Mrs. Wellair was not at all difeouraged 
by the manner in which her fifter had 
liilened to this overture ;-*»flie knew that 
feveral propofals of the fame nature had 
been made to her in the country, all which 
fhe had rejeftcd, and rcjedled with a dif- 
dain : — a certain air of abhorrence widely 
diiferent to what (he teftified on account of 
Mr. Trucworth; and this prudent lady 
jightly judged, that he had little elfe to 
combat with, than the over-ba(hfu]nefs of 
his midreist 

At night, on going to bed, (ht renewed 
the difcourfe, and purfued the theme (he 
had begun, with fuch fucce&, that (he 
l;)rought Mife Harriot to confeis, (he be- 
lieved there was no man more deferving 
to be loved than Mr. Trueworthj 
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* but my dear fiftcr,* faid (he, • I have 

* no inclination to marry, nor to leave 
' you i I am quite happy as I am, and 

* defire to be no more fo r* to which the 
other replied, that was childifh talking, — « 
that Ihe would, doubtieis, marry Ibme 
time or other, •— that (he might, per* 
haps, never have fo good an ofii*r, and 
could not poffibly have a better, there- 
fore advifed her not to flip the prefent 
opportunity, but whenever Mr. True- 

• worth (hould make a declaration of his 
paffion to herfelf V to receive it in fuch a 
manner, as (hould not give him any room 
to imagine (he was utterly averfe to his 
pretenfions. 

Mifs Harriot (uffered her to urge her 
on this point for a conliderable time, but 
at laft replied in a low and. hefitating 
vcMce, that (he wouM be guided by her 
friends, who (he was perFeftly convinced 
had her intereft at heart, and knew much 
better than herfelf what condud (he ought 
to oMerve: to which Mrs. Wellair re- 
plied, that (he doubted not but the end 
would abundantly juftify the advice that 
had been given her. 

The firft thing this hdy did in the 
morning, was to go to her brotirer's 
chamber, and acquaint him with. 9JLI tb.^.^ 
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bad paffed between herfelf and Mifs Har^ 
riot J after which they agreed together, 
that Mr. Trueworth (hould have an op- 
portunity that very day of making bis 
addrelTes to her. 

Though Sir Bazil thought it needlcfs to 
add any thing to what was already done^ 
yet he could not forbear taking an occa- 
fion, when they were at breakfaft, to men- 
tion Mr, Trueworth's name, and the many 
good qualities he was pofTefied of. — Mrs.. 
Wellair joined in the praifes her brother 
gave him, but Mifs Harriot fpoke not a 
word : — on which, ' Are you not ot our 

* opinion, fitter ?* cried he to her. — * Yes, 

* brother, anfwered fhe, * Mr. True- 

* worth is certainly a very fine gentleman,^' 

* — * How cold is fuch an expreflion/ 
refumed Sir Bazil, ' and even that ex- 

* toned ?* — ' You would not, fure, fir,* 
faid (be, a little gaily, * have me in rap* 

* tures about him, and fpeak as it I weic 

* in love with him ?' 

* Indeed but I would, cried Sir Bazil ; 

* and, what is more, would alfo have 
« you be fo ; — he deferves it from you, 

* and as you muft fome time or other 

* be fenfible of the tender paflion, you 

* cannot do it at more fuitable years. — 

• I 
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« I fee no neccflity,* replied fhe, • for my 
^ being fo at any years.* 

* It is a fign then, faid he, that you 
^ have not confulted nature ; — have you 
^ never read what Lord Lanfdown has 

* wrote upon this fubjeft? — if you have 

* not, I will repeat it to you : 

" In vain from fate we ftrive to fly, 
** For firft or laft; as all muft die, 
•* So *tis decreed by thofe above, 
" That firft or laft, we all muft love/ 

* Poets are not always prophets/ an- 
fwered (he, laughing.—' It depends upon 
« Mr. Trueworth himfelf,* faid Sir Bazil, 
« CO prevent you from giving the lie to the 

* prediftion; — if he fails, I Ihall believe 

* no other man in the world will ever 

* have the power to engage you ro fulfil 

* it ; — he dines here to-day ; — Sifter 

* Wellair and I are obliged to go abroad 

* in the afternoon, fo muft dcfire you to 

* make tea, and entertain him as well as 

* you can, *till we come back.* 

* I fee you are both in the plot againft 

* me/ cried fhe ; * but I (hall endeavour 
« to behave fo as not to affront yoar 

* gueft, yet at the fame time be far fron 

* making good your oracle/ 
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A gentleman coming in to Sir BbziU 
broke off their difcourfe» and relieved 
Mils Harriot from any farther perfecutioa 
at this time. — It was not that (he diflhked 
either the perfon or converfetion of Mr,. 
Trueworth, or that fhe was tired with 
the praifcs given him by her brother and 

filler i on the contrary, Ihe found a 

thoufand things which they had not men- 
tioned, to admire in him : — in fine» he 
was, in reality, lefs indifferent ta her 
than Ihc herfelf imagined ; but there was 
a certain Ihynefs in her difpofuion, which 
mingled fome Ihare of pain with the 
pleafure of hearing him Ipoke of as her 
lover^ 

She was fenfitble this propenfity, which 
mature had implanted, was a wcaknefs ia 
her 5 but though ihe ufed her utmoft ef- 
forts for overcoming it, Ihe found her- 
felf unequal to the talk : — in vain Ihe 
confidered, that the addreffcs of a man 
of fuch perfeft honour and politenefe, as 
Mr. Trueworth, c^uld not but be accom- 
panied with the moft profound refpeA t 
— in vain Ihe called to mind the example 
of other ladies, whom Ihe had fecn be- 
have in the company of tholi?, who pro- 
fcfled themfelves their lovers, with the 
^rtarcft eafe and fprightUnefs, the very 
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fight of Mr. Trueworth» as fhe faw him 
from her chamber window talking with 
hcT brother in the garden, threw hfer 
heart into palpitations, which all the rea- 
fon fhe was miftrefs of, could not enable 
her to quiet •, but when obliged to go 
down and Gt with him at table, her con- 
fufion increafed, by being more near the 
objeft which occafioned it : — fhe endea- 
voured to treat him with the fame free- 
dom fhe had been accuflomed, but it was 
not in. her power : — in fine, never wo- 
man fuffered more in conftraining her- 
fclf to be filent and demure, than fhe 
did in conftraining herfelf to be talkative 
and gaf • 

What then became of her, when Sir 
Bazil and Mrs. Wellair, after making a 
formal excufe for a fhort abfence, went 
out, and left her expofed to the follicita- 
lions of a paflion, which her timid modefly^ 
had made her fo much dread ? 

The moment Mr. Trueworth faw him- 
felf alone with her, he approached her 
with the moft tender and re^>e£lful air^ 
— • How often, madam, have I languiQi- 

* ed for an opportunity fucb as this, of 
^ telling you now much my fole adores 

* you ' — My dear friend. Sir Bazil, has 

* aflured me he has prepared you to for- 
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* give the boldnefs of my flame, and diat 

* ior his fake you will vouchfafe to liftcn 

* to my vows ; but it is from myfelf alone 
' you can be convinced of the ardency of 

* the love you have infpired/ 

* My brother, fir,' anfwered (he, blufh- 

* ing, * has indeed informed me, that I have 

* obligations to you of a nature, which I 

* was as far from expeding, as I am far 
^ from defcrving/ — Here Mr. Truewonh 
began to run into fome praifes on the 
charms which had fubdued his hearty 
which, though no more than didated by 
his real fcntiments, feemed to her too ex- 
travagant, and beyond what her modefty 
would fufFer her to endure : — • Hold,' 
« fir,' (-rrcd ihe, interrupting him, if you 

* would have me believe your profefliorii 

* are fincere, forbear, I befeech you t0. 
« talk to me in this manner : it is 

* an ill-judged policy, methinks, in 
' you men, to idolize the women toa 

* much, you wifli would think well of 

* you ; — if our fex are in reality fo vain 

* as you generally reprefent us, on whom 

* but yourfelves can the fault be laid ? — - 

* And it we prove fo weak as to imagine 

* ourfclvcs fuch, as either the flattery, or 
« the partial affeftion of the lover paints 

* us, we (hall be apt to take every thing 
^ as our due, and think little gratitude 
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< is owing for the offering he makes tis 

< of his hearc* 

Mr. Trueworth was perfedly ravifhed 
at hearing her fpeak thus, but durll not 
exprefe himfelf with too much warmth on 

the occafion : * It muft be confcffed, 

madam,' replied he, * that the beauties 
of the perfon, when not accompanied 
by thofe of the mind, afford but a (hort- 
livcd triumph to the fair poflcflbr 5 — 
they dazzle at firft fighr, and take the 
fehfcrs as it were by Uirprife i but the 
impreflion foon wears off, and the cap- 
tivated heart gains its former liberty, 
•— nay, perhaps, wonders at itfelf for 
having been enflaved : — whereas thofe 
da]:t$f which fly from the pcrfcftions of 
the mind, penetrate into tne foul, and 
fix a lafting empire there 1 -*- but when 
both thefe charms ihall happen to be 
united, as in the lovely Harriot,*' con- 
tinued he, taking one of her hands and 
kifling it ; — * when in the moft en* 
chanting form that nature ever rnade^ 
is found a foul enriched with every 
virtue, —every grace, — how indit 
foluble is the chain ! — how glorious the 
bondage !' 

* Love is a theme I have never made 
« my ftudy,* anfwcrcd (he j * but accotd- 
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* ing to my notions of the matter, thofe 

* gentlemen, who pretend to be affefted 

* by it, give themfelves more trouble than 

* they need : — as that paffion is generally 

* allowed rather to be the child of fancy, 

* than of real merit in the objedt lovol, 

* I (hould think it would be fufEcient for 

* any man in his addrefTes to a lady, to telt 
^ her, that (he happens to hit his tafte, 

* — that (he is what he likes, without 

* dreOing her up in qualities, which, per- 

* haps, have no. exiftence but in his own 

* imagination/ 

* Where love is founded on beauty 
< alone, as I have already faid,' refumed 
« Mn Trueworth, « the inftrudlions you 

* give, madam, of the manner of declar- 

* ing it, are certainly very juft ; for, in- 

* deed, no farther could be warranted by 
« lincerity : — but where reafon diredks 

* the lover's choice, and points out thole 

* excellencies which alone can make him 
« happy in the podeflion of his wiflies, 
« ideas more fublime will naturally arifc^ 

* and we can never too much admire, 

* orpraife, what is immediately from the 

* Divine Source of all Perfeftion ! — It is 

* not, O charming Harriot !* purfucd he, 
looking* on her with the utmoft tender- 
nefs ; — * it is not thofe radiant eyes, — 
« that lovely mouth, nor that fwcet ma- 
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^ iefty that (hines through all your air» 
^ but it is the heaven within that I adore ; 

< — - to that I pay my prefent worfhip, 

< and on that build all my hopes of future 
*blifsP 

Mifs Harriot was about to make fome 
reply, but his looks, the vehemence with 
which he uttered thefe laft words, and 
the paffionate gefture which accompanied 
them, made her relapfe into her former 
bafhfulnefs, from which (he had a little 
recovered herfelf, and again deprived her 
of the power of fpeech. 

• You ^ve up the point then, my angel, 

< cried he, perceiving (he was filent, and I 

< am glad ypu do; for had you conti- 

* nucd to prohibit my expatiating on 

* thefe matters, which made me your 

* adorer, I muft have maintained the ar- 
« gument even againfl your lovely felf, 

* to whom 1 fliall for ever yield in all 

* things elfe.' 

After this he fell, infenfibly as it were, 
into fome difcourfe concerning the divine 
ordinance of marriage, and then proceeded 
to give her the moft amiable pifture that 
words could form of that ftate, wheir 
two perfons of virtue, honour, and good 
fenfe, were by love and law united, and 
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found themfelves equally bound by duty 
and inclination, to promote each pther*} 
happinefs. 

There are fome ladies who liften very 
Contentedly to the mod warm and amo« 
rous addreflfes that can be made to f;hem^ 
yet will not fuflfer the leaft word of njMr 
riage till after a long and tedious prepara* 
tion is made for a found, which they pre- 
tend to think fo dreadful. — « Thefe no 
doubt will fay, that Mr. Trueworth went 
too far for a lover, on the firft declaration 
of his pafTion -, but he was emboldened to 
aft in the manner he did, by the brothei: of 
his miftrefs, and had the fatisfaftion t9 
perceive (he was not offended at it; — (he 
nad a great (hare of folid underftanding, 
— was an enemy to all forts of affefta* 
tion, and as (he knew the end propofeci 
by his court(hip was marriage, faw no 
reafon why he (hould be fearful of men- 
tioning it to her ; and though her modefty 
would not permit her -to take much part 
in a converfation of this nature, yet (he 
was too artlefs, and indeed too finccre, to 
counterfeit a difpleafure which . ihe did 
not feel. 
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CHAP. vin. 

Is imri full $/ bufimfs than intertainment. . 

WHILE Mr. Tniewonh was thus 
profecuting a fuit, which everjr 
time he faw the lovely Harriot redoubled 
his impatience to accomplilh» Mr. Francis 
Thoughtlefs had been twice at his lodg- 
ings without finding him at home ; but 
on that gentleman's leaving his name the 
fecond time, and faying he would come 
agaiii the nesrt morning, the other thought 
himielf under an indifpenfible neceffity of 
ftaying to receive his vifit. 

The meeting of thefe two was extremely 
civil and polite, but far from that cordial 
familiarity which ufed to va& between 
them, efpecially on the fide of Mr. Francis. 
— After Mr. Trueworth had congratu- 
lated him on the recovery of his health, 
and coming to town, they fell into fome 
difcourfe on ordinary affairs, without the 
leaft mention of Mifs Betfy, by either 
party, for a confiderablc time, 'till her 
brother growing a little impatient, that 
the other ihould fay nothing to him on 

9XV 
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an affair, in which he had made him his 
confidant, and which he bad taken fo 
much pains to forward, faid to him, widi 
an air partly gay, and partly ferious, — « 
^ I was furprifed on my arrival to be 

* told, that a paflion fo violent, as that 

< you pretended for my filter, fliould all 

* on a fudden vanilh, and that a thingp 

* which I once thought fo near being con- 
f eluded, was entirely broken offl' 

* Things of that nature,* replied Mr. 
Truewortn, coldly, * are never concluded 
« 'till accomplifhed : «— accidents fome- 

* times intervene to feparate perfons, who 
« have feemed moft likely to be united 

* for ever, which, indeed, never was the 

* cafe between me and that lady,' 

• Yet, fir,' rejoined the other, a little 
irritated at his manner of fpeaking, < I 
« think, that when a gentleman has made 

< his addrefles to a young lady of family 
« and charafter for any length of time, 

* and in the public manner you did, fome 
« caufe ought to be afligned for his de« 

* ferting her.' 

' I am under no obligation, faid Mr. 

* Trueworth, very gloomily, * to give an 

* account of my behaviour to any one 
! whatever; but in confideration of our 

« friend- 
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< friendihip^^and the lofre f onoe had for 

< your fifter,^! Ihtll make no fcraple to 
« tell you, that a woman of her humour 

* would fuit but ill with a man of mine r 

* — as to any farther eclaircifemcnc of 

* this affair, it is from herfelf alone you 

* muft receive it/ — * She (hewed me 9 

* letter from you, fir,V cried Mr. Francb^ 
haftily* — ^ That iftight then fuffice to in- 

* form you, anfwered Mr. Trueworth, that 

< in what I have done, I but obeyed the 
« diftates of my honour/ — * Honour !* 
cried the other» fiercely, and laying his 
hand on his fword, ^ What is it you mean, 

* fir ? Did honour oppofc your marriage 

* with my fiftcr?* 

« No menaces,' faid Mr. Trueworth, 
Vith a gravity which was pretty near dif- 
dain, «^^ you know me incapable of fear ; 
« -*- 1 have fought for your filler, but 

* will never fight againft her.— 1 injure not 
^-hcr rcpuution : — on the contrary, I 

« would defend it if unjuftly attacked, 
« even at the hazard of my life ; but as 

* to love or marriage, thcfe are things 

* now out of the qucftion, — we both, 

* perhaps, have other views, and the lefs is 
« /aid of what is paft the better/ 

Mr. Francis naturally took fire on die 
lead fufpicion of an indignity g&tt& x^ 
Vol. in. F Uxsv^ 
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him, buC when once convinced of his 
cniilake, was no lefs ready to repent and 
acknowledge it;— he had feen many in- 
ftances of the honour, gencrofity, and fin- 
cerity of Mr. Trucworth : he had alfo been 
witnefs of fome of the levity and incon* 
fideratenefs of his fifter, and the refledion 
of a moment fcrved to make him fee, this 
change had happened merely through her 
own ill condud. 

His rage abated even while the other 
was fpeaking, but a deep concern remained 
behind, and throwing himfclf down in a 
chair, * Into what vexations,' cried he, 

• may not a whole family be plunged, 

• through the indifcretion of one woman ?* 

* Judge not too rafhly,' faid Mr. True- 

• worth ; — Mifs Betfy may one day fee a 

• man fo happy as to infoirc her with 

• fentiments far different from thofe (he 
' hitherto has entertained, and fhe alfo 

• may be more happy herfelf, with a man 
< who loves her with lefs delicacy than I 

• did/ 

The brother of Mifs Betfy fecmed not 

to take any notice of thcfe words, but 

rifing in fome confufion, — • Well, fir, 

* * faid he, I (hall trouble you no . more 

' upon this fubicft, — aad am forry I 
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« have done it now/ — Mr. True worth 
then told hint), that though the intended - 
alliance between them was broke off, he 
faw no occafion that their friendihip 
(hould be fo too; — chat he fhould be 
glad of an opportunity to return the fa- 
vours he had received from him, in rela- 
tion to his liiber, though his endeavours 
jOn that (core had not met with the defired 
fuccefsi and that he hoped they (hould 
not live as ftrangers while they continued 
in the fame town : — to all this Mr. Fran- 
cis made but very (hort replies, either 
taking what he faid as words of courfe, 
or becaufe the diforder of his own mind 
would; not permit him to prolong the 
converfacion. 

It is likely Mr, Trueworth was not 
much troubled at the hafty leave this 
young -gentleman took 5 for though he 
always had a very fincere regard for him, 
yet the point on which he now had come, 
was tender, and could not be touched upon 
without giving him ibme pain : — he had 
no time however to make many refleftions 
■on the converfation that had pafled be- 
tween them.—- A letter was brought him 
-.by a porter, \yho waiting for an anfi^cr, 
he.immediat^lopened it, and found' chr 
■igontenis as' follows : 

F 2 ^ T^ 
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To Cha&l£s Trubwo&th, Efqi 

« S I R, 

^ Extraordinary merits feldom Eul 
^ of havittg as extraordinary effedls ; — 
^you have made a conqueft of a heart 

* without knowing it, which not the ut- 
^ moil endeavours ot any other could 
« ever fubdue^ — I am commil&oned to 

< acquaint you, that a lady of fome con- 
^ fideration in the world, and a large for- 

< tune in her own hands, thinks you alone 

* deferve to be the mafter, both of that 

* and of herfelf ; but as (be is apprehen* 

* five of your being already engaged, 

< begs you will be fo generous as to con- 
« fefs the truth, that it fo, fhe may put a 

* timely ftop to the progreft of her grow- 
« ing pafljon ; — if not, you will, doubt- 
« left, hear more from her by the hand 
•of, 

« Sir, 

« Your unknown fcrvant. 

« PiS. Pleafe tQ fend this back, with your 
« anfwer wrote on the other fide of^ the 

* paper, which you may put up under 

* a cover fealed up, but without any 
« direftion. — Sincerity and fccrecy art 
^ earneftly re^uefted.* 
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Mr, True worth Gould not avoid looking 
on this adventure as a very odd one \ ycc 
whether the propofal was real or feigned, 
the matter was wholly indifferent to him, 
and he hefitated not a monoent what part 
he (hould take in it ; but (at down imme- 
diately, and wrote, as delired, the follow- 
ing^ aniwer : 

To the Unknown. 

♦ Sir, or Madam,, 

• THOUGH I know the honour with 
« which you flatter me is more the efteft 
« of fortune than defert, it would cer- 
^ tednly make me vain and happy, were I 

* not denied the power of accepting it. — 
^ The heart required of me by the lady is 

* akudy difpofed of,— irrecoverably dif- 

* pofed of, and I can only repay her good- 

* oels by fincerely wifhing a return of 
« her*s, and with it all thofe felicities Ihe 
5 would fo laviihly beftow on, 

* Her moft obligedt 

5 And mc^ humble fervant, 

* C Trueworth,* 
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♦ P.S. The lady may depend, that my 

• fecrecy fhall be equal to the finccrity 

• I have ^lewn in t^iis/ 

He had no fooner difpatched the mef- 
fenger who brought this, than a fecond 
came, and pf^fentcd him with another, 
and had orders alfo to wait for an anfwer : 
-— he prefently knew it came from Mifs 
Flora, and expefbed the concents to be 
Aich as he found them on perufing : . 

To Charles Trueworth, Efqy 
* Moft cruel and ungenerous man! ] 

• LOTH I am to give you epithet* 

< like thefe, — my heart (huddcr*, and 
« my trembling hand is fcurtt rfble ltd 

• guide my pen, in thofe reprpkches, ^iehf 
« my reafon tells me you deferve ; -;-^* 
« how unkind, — how ftabbing to the 
•foul was your behaviour at our laffi 
« meeting ! yet even then you pto- 

* mifed me to write ; — I depended on 

< that promife, and' hope had not quite 

• forfook me -, — '- every knocking at the 

* door, I expefted was a meffenger from 

• you : in vain I expedled,— in vain 

« I looked, — in vain I liftened for the 

* welcome mandate, and every difap- 
^pointment threw mc; \tvio iitftv ^%omes. 
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— I have fent twice to the coflPee-houfe, 

— been there once in perfon, but could 
hear nothing of you : — O ! what fecrec 
rccefs now hides you from me ! — What 
can have caufed fo terrible a reverfe in 
my fo lately happy fate ? - — I fear to 
guefs; for madnefs is in the thought! 
— O ! do not drive rfie to extremes !— 
Many women, with not half my love, 
or my defpair, have run headlong info 
adtions, which," in my cooler moments, 
I dread to think' on. ■ Be aflured, 
I cannot live, — ^will not live without 
you! — Torture me not any longer with 

fiifpcnce! Pronounce my ooom at 

once! — But let it be from your own 
mouth that I receive it, that you, at Icaft, 
may be witnefs of the death you tnftift, 
and be compelled ta pity, if you cannot 
love, 

* The mofl: nrtfortunate, 

« And moft faithful of her fcx, 

« F. Mellasin.* 

* P.S. I have charged the man, who 

• brings you this, to find you where- 

* foever you are, and not leave you 
« without an anfwer.* 

F 4 \^t. 
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Mr. Trueworth was in the utmoft per^ 
plexity of mind on reading this diftraded 
epiftle. Of all the hours of his palt life 
he could not recolle£l any one which gave 
him fo much caufe of repentance as that 
wherein he had commenced an amour with 
a woman of fo violent a temper : — he 
bad never loved her, and all the liking 
he ever had for her being now utterly 
erafed by a more laudable impreflion, the 
guilty pteafures he had enjoyed with her^ 
were now irkfbme to his remembrance^ 
and the more (he endeavoured to revive 
the tender folly in him, the more (he grew 
diftafteful to him. 

It fo little becomes a woman, whole 
charadteriftic (hould be modefty, to ule 
any endeavours to enforce deHre, that 
thofe who do it are fure to convert love 
into indifference, and indifference into 
loathing and contempt : — even Ihe, who, 
with the greateft feeming delicacy, labours 
to rekindle a flame once extinguifhed, 
will find the truth of what Morat fays in 
the play : 

To love once pafs'd we cannot backward move 
Call yefterday again, and wc may love. 
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Mr. Trucworth, however, had fo much 
pity for that unfortunate creature, that he 
would have given, perhaps, good part of 
his cftate, that (he no longer loved him : 
but how to turn the tide of fo extrava- 
gant a paflion, he could not yet refolve, 
and it being near the time, in which he 
knew they would exped him at Sir BaziPs, 
where he now dined every day, and the 
mcflenger who brought him the letter alio 
growing impatient to be difpatched, be 
^y^rote in hafte thefe few lines : 

To Mifs Flora Mellasin. 

« BUSINESS of the greateft confe- 

• quence now calls upon me, and I have 
••no time to write as I would do; but 
^ depend upon it I will fend to you to- 

• monow morning, and either -appoint a 

• meetings or let you know my real fenti- 
« ments in a letter, — *till when, I beg you 

• will make yourfelf more eafy, if you 

• defire to oblige him, who is, 

* With the moft unfeigned good wilhcs> 
• Madam, 
« Your moft humble, 
•And moft obedient fervant, 

' C. Truewoktu* 
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• P.S. rihall take it as a favour, maldam, 

* that you will henceforward forbear to 
« make any enquiry concerning me at 

• the coflfee houfe or elfewherc/ 

^ Having given this to Mifs Flora's por- 
ter, he hafled away to Sir BztiVs^ there tb 
compofe his mind, after the embarrafi- 
mencs it had fuflained that morning. 



CHAP. IX, 
. Contains very little to the purpofe. 

MR. Francis Thoughdefs had no 
fooner left the lodgings of Mr. 
Trueworth, than he went direftly to thpfe 
of his fitter Betfy, where, in the humour he 
then was, the reader will ealily fuppofe, he 
could not be very good company : — after 
telling her he had feen Mr. Trueworth, 
and had fome converfation with him on her 
account, — * I am now convinced, faid 

* he, of what before I doubted not, that 

* by your own ill management, and want 

* of a juft fenfe of what is for your in- 

* tereH and happinefs, you have loft an 
•opportunity of eft.a\:AvW\iv?>>ao\\^^\^\v\Oct 
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« can never be retrieved j — nor is this 

• all, — - your manner of behaviour not 
« only ruins yourfelf, but involves all bc- 

• longing to you in endlefs quarrels and 
« perplexities/ 

Thefe were reproaches which Mifs Betfy 
had too much fpirit to have borne from 
any one but a brother, and even to him, 
fhc was far from yielding that (he h*id 
in any mcafurc defcrved them : — * I 

• defy Trueworth himfelf,* cried flie, 
with all the refentment of a difappointed 
lover in her heart, * to accufe me of one 

• aftion, that the ftrifteft virtue could 

• condemn.* 

• Ah, fifter, replied he, do not let your 
•vanity deceive you on this fcore: — . 
« I fee very plainly, that Mr. Trueworth 
« regards you with too much indiffe- 
« rence to retain refentment for any trcat- 

• ment you have given him , — that he 

• once loved you, I am well aflurcd ; 

• that he no longer does fo, is owing to 

• yourfelf: — but I (hall mention him no 

• more, — the paffion he had for you is 

• extinguiflied, I believe, beyond all pof- 
« fibility of reviving, nor would I wifli 

• you to attempt : — I would only have 
*you remember what Mr. Goodman Ut- 

• tered concerning you wviU 2\vtiO^ '\C\^ 

F 6 ^ ^^vcv^ 
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* dying breath ; for my own pare, I have 

* not been a witnefs of your conduftf 

* fince the unhappy brulee. I fell into oi^. 

* your account at Oxford, which I then 

* hoped would be a fufHcieot warning for 
*^ your future behaviour.* 

If Mifs Betfy had Ibeen lefs innocent, it 
is probable flie would have replied in a 
ipore fatisfadory manner to her brother's 
reproached.; but the real difdain (he al- 
ways had for whatever had the leafl: ten- 
liency to difhonour, made her zealous in 
defending herfelf only in things, of which 
(he was not accufed, and filent in re^ 
gard of thofe, in which ihe was judged 
blame-worthy. 

* What avails your being virtuous ? faid 

* Mr. Francis : — I hope, — and I believe 

* you are fo ; — but your reputation is of 

* more confequence to your family : — 
^ the lofs of the one might be concealed, 

* but a blemifli on the other brings ccr- 
^ tain infamy and difgrace on yourfelf and 

* all belonging to you.' 

On this, fhe aiTumed the courage to 
tell him, his way of reafoning was neither 
juft nor delicate. — * Would you, faid 
vflie, be guilty of a bafe adlion, rather 

* than have it fufpefted that you were 
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fo ?•— • No, anfwered he, but virtue is a 
difierent thing in our fcx, to what it is 
youfs: — - the forfeiture of what is called 
virtue in a woman is more a folly than 
a bafenefs ; but the virtue of a man Is 
hi^ courage, his conftancy, his probity, 
which if he lofes, he becomes con- 
temptible to himfelf, as well as to the 
.world/ 

« And certainly,* rejoined Mifi Betfy, 
with fome warmth, * the lofs of innocence 

< muft render a woman contemptible to 

< herfeir, thoi^h fhe (hould happen to 

* hide her tranlgreflion from the world.'— 
•That may be, faid Mr. Francis; but 
^ then her kindred fuffer not through her 

* fault : — the remorfe, and the vexation 

* for what fhe has done, is all her own*— « 
'* Indeed, lifter, continued he, a woman 

* brings lefs difhonour upon a family, by 

* twenty private fins, than by one public 
« indifcretion.* • 

« Well, anfwered (hd, I hope I (hall 
^ always take care to avoid both the one 

* and the other, for my own fake.— -As 
« to indulging myfelf with the innocent 

* pleafures of the town, I have the ex- 

* ample of fome ladies of the firft quality, 
« and bcft reputation, to jultify me in it.* 
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Mr. Thoughtlefs was rabbut to make 
fome reply, which, perhaps, would have 
been pretty keen, but was preiTcnted by 
the coming in of her niaid, who deliver- 
ing a letter to her, atid faying> ^ Prom Sir 

* Frederick Fineer^ madirii,* fh^ haftily 
^ broke it opeti4 and having read it, bid 
the maid let Sir Frederick's fervant know 
ihe would be at home. 

* There, brother,* faid (he^ giving him 
the letter, * read that, and be convinced I 

* have not loft every good offer in lofing 

* Mr. Trueworth.* — * I wilh you haVe 
« not,* anfwered he fuUenly. — He took 
the paper, however, and read the contents 
of it, which were thefc : 

To the divine arbitrefs of my fate, the 

omnipotently lovely Mifs BetsV 

Thoughtless. 

« O, GODDESS ! more cruel than the 

* avenging Nemifis, what have I done, 
« that like Ixion I muft ftill be tor- 
« tured on the wheel of everlafting hopes 

* and fears? I hoped yefterday to 

* have approached the Ihrine of your re- 

* fplendent charms, but you had quitted 

* the facred doom which you inhabit, and 

* vouchfafed to blefs fome happier man- 
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^hon ttrith your prefcnce, — perhaps a 

• rival : — Oh, forbid it Heaven! — forbid 
« it all ye ftars that under the fupreme, rule 
« all bfcrieath the moon ! — the thought is 
^ terrible, and Ihocks the inmoft cavities 
« o£ my adoriftg jealous foul. — I kneel 

• t^hilc I ^m writing; and implore you 

* to grant me permiffion to fip a cup of 

* rieiftar and ambrofia at your tea-table 

• this afternoon •, — and if you can, without 
< injuiHce to fuperior merit, debar all 
« other intruders thence, that I may have 
^ liberty to pour forth my ejaculations at 

* your feet. 1 am, . 

« With the moft ardent devotion, 

J Brightcft refulgcncy of beauty, 

« Your moft adoring, 

* And everlafting flave, 

^F. Fineer/ 

As little as Mr. Francis at this time 
was difpofed to mirth, he could not, in 
fpite of his ill humour, refrain laughing, 
on reading fome expreffions in this he- 
roically learned epiftle : — * I need not aflc, 
faid he, throwing the letter contcmptu- 
oufly on the table, * who, or what this 
• new udorcr of yours is ; — \x. \^ ^^S.^ xci 
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' fee he is cither mad or a fool, or thinla 

♦ to make you fo.' 

« I have as bad an opinion of his intd- 

• lefts as you have, replied (he; but 1 

• aflure you he i& a tKuronet, and the pre- 

* iumptive heir of a much greater title, 

• and has an eftate large enough to keep 

* me a coach and twelve, if the cuftom ol 

* the country permitted.* 

Mr. Francis paufed for a few moments, 
and after looking over the letter again,— 
1 wifti, faid he, inffiead- of a fool of 
faftiion, he is not a knave in the difguife 
of a coxcomb-: — his ftupidity fecms 
to me to be too egregious to be natural, 
— -all his expreflions have more the ap- 
pearance of a ftudied afFedlation, than of 
a real folly •, — take care, fifter, I have 
heard there are many impoftors in this 
town, who are continually on the watch 
for young ladies, who have loft their 
parents, and live in the unguarded man** 
ner you do/ 

Mifs Betfy feemed to treat her brother's 
fufpicions on this head with a good deal 

of contempt : (he told him, that the 

pcrfon, at whofe houfe (he became ac- 
quainted with Sir Frederick, knew his 
circumftanccs pcrfeftly well, — that he 
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kid a prodigious efUte,-^was of a very 
ancienc and honourable family, and con- 
verfed widi feveral people of the firft qua- 
lity in England : — * However, added fhe, 

* you may call here this afternoon, and 

* fee him yourfelf, if you pleafe ; for ac- 

* cording to my judgment, he has not wit 

* enough to be an impoftor.' 

Mr. Francis replied, that he would be 
glad to fee fo extraordinary a perfon, if 
lie were not obliged to go upon fome bu* 
finefs, relating to the commif&on he was 
fblliciting^ which he feared would detaia 
him beyond the hour; — ^ but with your 

* leave, faid he, I will take this letter 
< with me, and hear what my brother 
« thinks of it/ 

To this Mifs Betfy readily agreed, and 
be went away in fomewKat of a[ better hu- 
mour than he had entered, or that he had 
Eut her int6 by the ievere reprimands bit 
ad given her. 

She had a very tender regard for her 
brothers, but did not think it their pro- 
vince to prefcribe rules for her behaviour 1, 

(he looked upon herfelf as a better 

judge in what manner it would become 
her to aft, than they could poflibly be« 
as having lived more yeaca ia LmSn^ 
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than cither of them had done months, 
and if fhe was willing to be advifed, would 
not fubmit to be dircfted by them. 

Thus did her pride a while fupport her 
fpirits •, but when (he reflefted on the aflFair 
of Mr, Trueworth, and the reafons (he 
had given him for fpeaking and thinking' 
of her in that cool and indifferent manner, 
(he found he now did, (he began to be 
fomewhat Icfs tenacious, and acknowledged 
within herfcif, that her brother Frank, ex- 
clufive of his friendlhip for that gentlo- 
man, had fufficient caufe to blame her 
conduft in that point, and the heat of 
paflion, which had been railed by fome 
escpreffions he had uttered being over, flie 
ceafed to take unkindly what (he was no^r 
fenfible had only been occafioncd by his 
zeal for her welfare. 

She now faw in their true light all the 
mi{takes (he had been guilty of,— all her 
dangers^ — all her efcapes, — and blu(h^ 
to remember, how (he had been plunged' 
into the one, merely by her own inadver- 
tency, and been blefled with the other, 
dnly by the interpo(ition of fome accident, 
altogether unforefeen^ and even unhoped 
for, by her. 

She. 
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She had alfo a more juft and lively 
idea of the merits of Mr. Trueworth, 
than ever flie had been capable of enter- ^ 
taining, while he profeffcd himfelf her 
lover : — the amiablenefs of his perfon,— 
his fine underllanding, his generofity, — 
his bravery, — his wit, and the delicacy 
and elegance of his converfation, feemed 
to her impoflible to be equalled ; — (he 
confidered too, that his eftate was much 
beyond what her fortune could expefl, and 
tt^t ^en his family was fuperior to her'sy 
mi iould hot help being very fenfibly 
afieftfed, that Ihe had fo rafhly thrown 
awiay her pretenfions to the heart of fo 
valt»fble a man. 

« Tis true," faid fhe, f thtt if I had 

• ah thdihatibn to marry, I have othe^ 

• ofFfcrs: — Mr. Munden, by his way of 

• living, mtift haVe a good eftate, pcr- 
« haps not inferior to that of Mr, True- 

• worth : — ^ the man has good feiife, and 
< wanes iieithcr pdrfonal lidr aciJAircd en- 

• doM^ments, tod' I "havie tried both his; 

• love ind conftahcy-; — befides, he liveft 
•always in town, has a tafte for the 

• pleafurcs of it,— a woman could not 

• be very unhappy in being his wife. — 
« Then there is Sir Frederick Fineer ; -^ 

• he is a fool indeed. -->but he i^ ^ tcs^tv 
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• of quality, and I know fevcral ladies, 

• who aire the envy of their own fex, and 
^ the toaft of the other, and yet have fools 
'* for their hufbands. 

In this manner did fhe continue reafon- 
ing within herfelfi 'till her head began to 
ache, and (he was luckily relieved from ii^ 
by the laft* mentioned fubje<St of her me». 
Citations. 



He approached her with his accuftomed 
formalities, firft faluting the hem of l^t 
garment, then her hand, and laftly her 
Ups, which (he receiving with an air 
snore than ordinary ferious, and alio ma- 
king very ihort repties to the fine fpeeches 
he had prepared to entertain her with : — 
What invidious cloud,* faid he, * ob» 
fcures the lightning of your cyt%^ and 
hides half the divinity from my ravifli'd 
fight P — ^ People cannot be always in 
the fame humour. Sir Frederick,.' an« 
fwered (he, -— < Youc's (hould be always 
gay,' rejofned he, * if once you. were 
mine ;.— ^you (hould do nothing but love 
and laugh, and drefs, and eat and 
drink, and be adored-,. ^— fpeak then, 
my angel,' continued he, ^ when (hall 
be the happy day ? — Say, (halL it be 
ta-morrowr 
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Here it was not in her power to retain 
my part of her former gravity : — * Blcfs 
« me,* cried (he, * to morrow ! — What! 
« marry to-morrow ?— fure. Sir Frederick,. 

< you cannot think of fuch a thing ? — - 
^ Why, I have not Co much as dreamt of 
•it/ — * No matter, anfwered he, « you 

* iwill have golden dreams enough in my 

* embracces, — — - defer then the mutual 

* .blifs no longer, let it be to-morrow.* 

* —You are certainly mad. Sir Frederick, 
ikid flie, ^ but if I were enough fo too, 

* as really to conlcnt to fuch a hafty nup- 
« tial, ' where pray are the prepara- 

* tionsforit?* 

* Oh, madam, as to that,' refumed he, 

< people of quality always marry in a 
« defliabillc ; — a new coach, — chariot, 
« — fervants, — liveries, and rich deaths 
^ for ourfelves, may ail be got ready be^ 
« fore we make our public appearance at 
« court, or at church.* — * But there are 
« other thinss to be confidered,* faid Mifs 
Betfy, lauding outright. — * Ncme of 

* any importance,* replied he : -^ « I will 

< jointure you in my whole eflate, — the 
^ writings Ihall be drawn to-night, and 

* prefented to you with the wedding- 

* ring/ 
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« This would be wonderful dHpatch in* 
deed/ faid Ihe ; ' but, fir, I have two 
brothers whom I muft firft confult on 
the affair.' — Sir Frederick fcemed ex- 
tremely ftruck at thefe words, but reco- 
vering himfelf as foon as he was able, ^ I 
thought; madam,' cried he, ^ you were 
entirely at your own difpofal.' — * I am 
fo, fir, anfwered fhe, * but I love my 
brothers, and will do nothing without 
their approbation.' —* Ah, cruel iair,* 
cried he, < little do you know the delicacy 
of my pafiion, — I muft owe you wholly 
to yourfelf ; — your brothers, no doubt, 
will favour my defires, bat 'tis your 
own free-will alone can make me bleiled. 
— Tell me not then of brothers,' con- 
tinued he, * but generoufly fay you will 
be mine.* 



Mils Betfy was about to make fome re- 
ply, when word was brought that a fervant 
of the elder Mr. Thoughtlefs defired to 
fpeak with her, on which (he arofe haftily, 
and went to the top of the fl:air'Cafe to 
heat -what meflage he had to deliver to 
her, and was pleafir.gly furprifed when he 
told her, that his mafter defired the fa- 
vour of her company to fuppcr immedi- 
ately at his houfe. — As fhe never had an 
j/ivitation there before^ fhe was at a lofs 
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to guefs what could have caufed fo fudden 
an alteration 5 — Ihe aflced the fellow what 
company was there : — he told her, only 
Mr. Francis and another gentleman whofe 
name he knew not, but believed they 
wanted her on fome affairs concerning 
the lace Mr. Goodman, becaufe as he was 
^waiting, he heard them often mention that 
gentleman and Lady Mellafin. 

Though (he could not conceive on what 
purpofe fhe was to be confulted on any 
thing relating to Mr. Goodman, yet fhe 
was extremely glad that any occaHon had 
happened to induce her brother to fend 
for her to his houfe, and ordered the man 
to acquaint his mafter, that fhe would not 
fail to wait upon him, with as much expe* 
dition as a chair could bring her. 

On her return to Sir Frederick, fhe 
told him, fhe had received a fummons 
from her elder brother, which fhe was 
•under an indifpenfable neceflity of com- 
plying with, fo defired he would defer, 
*till another opportunity, any farther dif- 
courfe on the fubjeft they had been talk- 
ing of. — Having faid this, fhe called 
hallily for her fan and gloves, and at the 
fame time gave orders for a chair. — Sir 
Frederick feemed very much confounded, 
but finding that any attem]^t to ^tiivcv 
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her would be itnpra6UcabIe, took his leaver 
faying, * You are going to your brother's, 

* madam :* To which Ihc anfwcring. Hat 
was Co. ^ I beg then, madam, rejoind 
he, ^ that you will not mention any thing 
« concerning me, or the palBon I have for 
« you, 'till I have the honour of feeii^ 
« you again. — Be aflured,' continued hi^ 
« I have mighty reafons for this reqae^ 

* and fuch, as I flatter myfelf you will 
< allow to be juft. — He faid no more^ 
but perceiving ihe was ready, led hec 
down flairs, and having put her into a 
chair, weot into that which waited for 
himfelf, Uttle fadsfied with the foccefi 
of this vifit. 

Though the motives on which Mils 
Bctfy's company was dcfired in fo much 
hurry, by a brother who had never be* 
fore once invited her, may feem ftraage, 
yet as that incident was but the conic* 
quence of other matters, which yet remain 
untold, regularity requires they fhould firft 
be difcufTed. 



CHAP. 
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!C§ntai9is m Mount of feme tranfa£fi$m^ which ^ 
ibiugh they may not hi very pUafing in the 
ii Tipitition^ nor an of any great confequena to 
B^ Mifs Bitfy^ would render this hiftory extremely 
bfll deficient J if omitted. 

A 

Ib \S Lady Mellafin has made fo confide- 
4- ±\, rablc a figure in the former parts of 
* this hiftory, the reader may perhaps now 
begin to think fhe has been too long neg- 
i- lededt it is therefore proper to proceed 
i direAly to fome account, how that guilty 
and unfortunate woman behaved, after 
being driven in the manner already re- 
lated from the houfe of her much- injured 
hufband, —Mr. Goodman was advifed by 
\ his lawyer to be cxu-cmcly private in the 
profccution he was going lo commence 
againft her, and by no means to let her 
know the fecret of her criminal conver- 
fation with Marplus had been difcovered 
to him : — this feemed a caution necefTary 
to be obferved, in order to prevent her 
from taking any meafures, either to in- 
validate the evidence of the wiincffcs^ <i^ 
WoL, IIL G "pTtviA 
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prevail upon them to abfcond, when the 
proof of what they, had fworn againft her 
Ihould be ekj^efted : -=- Ae whofe detec- 
tion of her guilt was defigned to come 
at once upon her like a thunderclap^ and 
thereby all the little e^orts^f artifice and 
chichanery, to which (he, doubilefs, woul^ 
Ojtherwife have had recburfe. be fehdbt!ilJS 
of no ufe, Tior give the leaiii trnpddittstat 
cojuffice. 

Accordingly, this zealous kflertbr biP his 
client's caufe went to vifit her^ as of lus 
,own good will ; — Ottered her with iht 
Ihope, that her hufband would food bte 
prevailed uppn to take her home again, 
and lent her feveral fniall Turns of money 
to fupply her neceflities, faying, at the 
fame time, that "when matters were made 
up between them, and all was over, he 
very well knew Mr. Goodman would re- 
turn it to him with thanks. 

This ffratagem had the tScCt it was in- 
tended for ; — it not only kept her from 
attempting any thing of the nature above- 
mentioned, but alfo from running Mr. 
Goodman into debt, which certainly (he 
might have done, on fome pretence or 
other, in fpite of all the care and means 
that could have been taken to dcftroy her 
credit. 
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. JtiaaSt be acknowledged, indeed, that 
mSdnf^ in this manner was a pit>digious 
|»eoe of diffimulation ; but, at the fame 
lime, it mult be acknowledged alio, that it 
-was abundantly juftified by the caufe, and 
wadifed for the moft laudable end, to 
inire an honell, worthy gentleman, his 
^end and client, againlt: a woman, who 
had wronged him in the tendercft point, 
wad who was capable of making ufe of 
the vileft methods to elude the punifh- 
tnent her crimes deferred ; and as a great 
ambor tells us, 

• It is a kind of ftupid honefty, 

• Among known knaves, to play upon the 

« fquare.' 

Lady Mellafin, however, was lulled 
into fo perfeft a fecurity by her deptn- 
dance on the good-nature of her hufband, 
and the tender aflfeftion he had always 
fliewn to her, as well as by the high cha- 
rafter (he had always heard of the law- 
yer's veracity, that fhe was more ealy than 
could have been expedled, in a woman of 
her fituation, even though it had been as 
Ihewas made to believe. 

She received, and returned,- wicK l\«tt 
ufual poVitcnefs and gaiety, the v\V\t^ \\\3lT- 
G 2 vj^-v^ 
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were made her by all thofe who thought 
proper to continue an acquaintance with 
her ; — (he pretended that it was only t 
little family contefl^, that had feparated 
her from Mr. Goodman for a fhort time; 
and always mentioned him with fo much 
kindnefs and refpeft, as made every one 
believe, there was nothing between them 
but what would be eafily made up. 

This was indeed the moft prudent me^ 
thod (be could take, not only to prefenre 
her own reputation to the world, CHUt alfo 
to give Mr. Goodman a high idea of her 
condudV, if what (he faid (bould happen 
to be repeated to him. 

She was every day in expeftation, that 
through her own good management, and 
the interce(rion of the lawyer, whomfhe 
now took to be her (launch friend, all 
would be over, and (he (hould be recalled 
home, when a citation to appear before 
the doctors of the civil law was delivered 
to her, by aii officer belonging to that 
court. 

It is more eafy to conceive than de- 
fcribe her diftraftion, at fo unlooked-for 
a turn ; — Ihe now found, that her in- 
trio.u^ with Marpius was difcovered, and 
cnur all Ihe had to dread, was like to fall 
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ipon her by that event; — Tier perplexity 
iras alfo greatly increafed, by her not bc- 
ng able to find out by whom, or by what 
33eans (he had been betrayed ; — (he fenc 
immediately in fearch of Mar plus, whom, 
[ince his arrefting Mr. Goodman, Ihe had 
never once feen, nor heard any thing of -, 
but all the information (lie could get of 
him, was, that he had been thrown in prifon 
by Mr. Goodman, and after confinement 
of a few daySf had been relealed, and was 
none nobody knew where, but a!^ ic wis 
uippofed out of England ; *-^- that his 
wife had likcwife removed from her lodg- 
ings» but whether with an intention 10 
follow him, ornot, no certain intelligen.c 
could be given. 

As this unhappy woman, therefore, 
neither knew on what foundation the ac- 
cofittion ag^dnft her was built, nor what 
evidences could be produced to prove ir, 
ihe might very well be bewildered in htr 
thoughts, and not know what courfe to 
take ; yet amidft all thefe matters of afto^ 
m(hment, — — oppreffcd with grief, and 
(truck with horror at the near profpeft of 
approaching infamy, fhe had courage, and 
prcfence enough of mind, to enable htr 
to do every thing that was neceflary for 
her defence in fo bad a caufc 

G 3 \At 
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Mr. Goodman'is indifpofition putting a 
flop to the procefs, (he had time to god- 
fult with thofe whom (he. found moft 
qualified for the purpofe*,— — her chief 
agent was a pettyfogger, or underftrappcr 
in the law, one who knew all tiiofc 
quirks and evafions, which are called 
the knaviih part of it, and as the ex- 
treme indigence of his circumftances made 
him ready to undertake any thing, thou^ 
never fo defperace, provided it aflR>rded a 
profpeft of advantaget (b he had impQi 
dence and cunning enough to go thrbi^ 
wjih it, even to the hazard of his ears. 

This man kept up her fpirits, by aflfur* 
ing her, he would find ways and means fo 
to puzzle the caufe, that nothing (hould 
be clearly proved againft her 5 but there 
was no opportunity for him to exerciie 
his abilities this way» for Mr. Goodman's 
death foon after furnifhed him with ana* 
ther....^ Liady Mellafin was no fooner in* 
formed, by fpies fhe kept continually 
about Mr. Goodman's houfe, that his life 
was defpaired of, than they fet about 
making his will ; — - the firll article of 
which, after the prelude ufual in fucb 
writings, was this, 

Imprimis^ 
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• Imprimis, I give s^n.^ bec^veath tp 
^mj dear ao4 vjcU-belpYC^ vifc Mar- 

* g^6t^ Lady Mellafir^ QQAdoi^n, the full 

* (uip, pf thirty ^|jioufand poiinds pf law- 

* ful money of Great Britain, oyer and 

* above ^h^t otticrwife fhe might lay 

* cl^im to. as my \vidp.Wt \^ fonOderation 

* of the great Y^rpng I h^ve dpne her 

* through ^h? infiniuations g.f malitioi|s 
*,and ey^^-mindpd pprfpas, which 1 no\\r 
« heartily repent me of, and hpp^, %^^t 

.f Qq4 ?^^d me yhHI fp^g^ive mp for it.* 

X^o f ollp\yed fQpic 9thf r legacies to 
feveral of bis^ kipdred. ^nd thofe of his 
friends, whom .he had been known to 
,|)ave tv;en the mftft ^?iw?^t^ wi?h » ^^^ 
ihc f^pls to each V^je yery tfifling, an/i 
^|f4. npt amouni in tlie wbpfe to above 
ipvpn or eight l^updreji ppunds. -r- 4* 
i^vcTY on^» V^ho h^d tt^e l^aft apquainunce 
i^th Mr. Qopdman, wa^ yery iyell cpn- 
vinped, chfit he had always intended his 
nephcV? for hia hcir» tl}e pfejpnfied will 
went on in this manner. 

5 Jtcfp, I g;iy« and hePHc^tl^ to my 
^ dear nephew, JEdward Gppilman, the 

* fon of l^ath^niel Gopdman, and pf Ca- 

* therine his wife, late of '^tngd}^ in the 

* £a^-l{idips^ the wi^ole refidue of my 

G4 \t^^e«i^ 
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« cffefls, whatfoever and whcrefocvcr they 

* (hall be found at my demife ; — pr(>- 
< vided, that he, the faid Edward Good- 
^ man, (ball take to be his lawful wifei 
^ Flora Mellafin, only daughter, and re- 

* ff»aining iffue of Sir Thomas Mellafin, 

* Bart, and of the above-mentioned Mar- 

* garct his wife ; but in cafe that either 

* party Ihall refufe to enter into fuch mar- 
^ riage, then, that he, the faid Edward 

* Goodman, (hall be obliged to pay to 
^ the faid Flora Mellafin, the full fum of 

* five thoufand pounds of lawful money 
« of Great Britain) in confideration of the 

* misfortunes fiie has fuflfered, by the in* 

* jury 1 have done her mother/ 

This impudent piece of forgery was 
figned Samuel Goodcnan, — in a charac- 
ter fo like that gentleman's, that when 
compared with other papers of his own , 
hand-writing, the di(Fcrence could not be 
di(lingui(hed by ihofc who were bcft ac- 
quainted with it: — two perfons alfo of 
the lawyer's procuring fet their names as 
witnefTe^. 

Notwithftanding the flagrancy of this at* 
tempt. Lady Mellafin flattered herfelf with 
the hopes ot its fuccefs, and on Mr. Good» 
man's death threw in a caveat againfl: the 
real will, and fet up this pretended one, 

05\ 
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On the other hand, though one would 
imagine there needed but little fkill for 
the deteAion of fo grofs an impofition, 
yet Mr, Goodman's lawyer thought pro- 
per to get all the help he could to cor- 
roborate the truth. — The piece of for- 
gery was dated about ten days before Mr. 
jGoodman died ; — he knew, that the 
elder Mr. Thoughtlefs came every day to 
vilit him, during the whole time of his 
ficknefs, and thac Mifs Betfy, at the time 
this will was* fuppofed to be made, aftu*- 
ally lived in the houfe, and that neith::r 
of thefe two could be totally ignorant of 
fuch a tranfadion, in cafe any fuch had 
been. 

It was therefore at the lawyer's requeft, 
that Mifs Betfy was fcnt for to her bro- 
ther's houfe i — fhe anfwered with a great 
deal of readinefs, to all the qucftions he 
put to her,, according to the beft of her 
knowledge, particularly, as to that con- 
cerning the making the will, flie faid, 
that (he had never heard the leaft men- 
tion of any lawyer but himfelf coming to 
Mr. Goodman's, during the whole time 
of his ficknefs, and that fhe venly be- 
lieved, no will, but. that drawn up by 
him, ahd which all the family knew of, 
could poflibly be mtde by Mr. Goodman's 
G 5 ^\vk.\v^ 
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orders, or in his houfe; and as to the ar« 
tide in the pretended will, relating to 
Mifs Flora, nothing could be a more pal- 
pabJe forgery, bccaufe Mr. Goodman had 
cficred five hundred pounds with her in 
inarriage to a linnen-draper, not above 
lix weeks before his parting with Ladj 
Mellafin, * which/ added flie, * is a verj 
^ plain proot, that he never intended him 
• for his nephew,* 

All the time Mifs Betfy ftayed, the 
whole difcourfe was on this affair, and fhe 
had no opportunity, as the lawyer was 
prefent, to acquaint her brothers with any 
thing concerning Sir Frederick Fineer, as 
otherwife it was her full intention to have 
done, after the furprizing injundtion he 
had laid upon her of fecrecy, in regard of 
his paflion, and every thing xelating to 
him. 



CHAJP. 
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Is very well defervtng t^i attintion of aU thofe 
who an about to marry. 

WHILE Mifs Flora was buoyed up 
with t^e expedatiQD, that her mo- 
.ther would foon he reconciled to Mr. 
Goodman, fhe abated not of her tormer 
gaiety, and thought 4>f nothing but in- 
duljging her amorous inclinations with the 
man fhe liked \ but when once thofe ex- 
pectations cea&d, her ^irits bcg^ to fail : 

— ihq 4JOW found it neceff^y for her in- 
4€ireft» as well as pleafure, to pfefcrve, if 
poffible, the affcdion of her lover ; — fhfi 
knew not what dreadful confequences the- 
profecution, Mr. Goodman was about to 
^xhii^it againft Jier mother^ might be at- 
tended with^ and trembled to think, ihe 
«nuft ihare with her the double load of 
infamy and pemry^ ^nd rightly judged,. 
that a man of Mr. Trueworth's fortane,^ 
honour, and good-nature, would not fuffer 
a woman, -with whom he continued a ten- 
der communication, to be opprefled with- 
any ills his purfe could relieve her from : 

— the apprehenfions, therefore, that fhe 
fnight one day be reduced to ftand in 

G 6 wR.^^ 
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need of his fupport, aflifted the real paf- 
fion fhe had for him, and made her fee}, 
on the firft appearance of his growing - 
coldneis towards her, all thofe horrors, 
thofe diftraftions, which her letters to 
him had fo lively reprefented. , 

On his ceaiing to make any fixed 
appointment with her, and from feeing 
him every day, to feeing her once in 
three or four days, gave her, with reafon^ 
the mod terrible alarms ; — but when, 
after an abfence of near a week, fhe had 
followed him to the cofFcc-houfe, the 
cool and indifferent reception (he there 
met with, gave her, indeed, a mortal (lab 
to all* her hopes, and fhe no longer hefi* 
tated to pronounce her own doom, and 
cry out, ihe was undoftie. 

The excufe he made of buHnefs was too 
weak, — - too trite, — too common-place, 
to gain any credit with her, or alleviate 
her Ibrrows ; — (he knew the world too well 
to imagine a gay young gentleman, like 
him, would forego whatever he thought 
a pleafure, for any bufinefs he could pof- 
fibly have; — (he doubted not but there 
was a woman in the cafe, and the thoughts 
that, while (he was in vain expefting him, 
he was folliciiing thofe favours from a ri- 
val, (he had fo lavKhly bellowed and 
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languiihed to repeat, fired her jealous brain» 
even to a degree of frenzy. 

Awhile (he raved with all the wild de- 
ipair of ill requited burning love, but other 
emotions fbon rofe in her diftra^ed bofom 
not to controul, but add frelh fewel to the 
flame already kindled there : — * My cir- 

* cumftances !* cried (he ;— my wretched 

* circumftancesl—- What will become of 

* me ? involved in my mother's 

* (hame» he will, perhaps, make that a 

* pretence for abandoning me to thofe mis- 

* fortunes, I thought I might have de- 
pended on him to relieve/ 

However, as the little billet, in anfwer 
to her laft letter to him, conuined a pro- 
mife, that he would write to her the next 
day, fhe endeavoured, as much as (he was 
able, to compofe herfelf 'till that time, 
though (he was far from hoping the expla- 
nation (he expeftcd to receive in it, would 
afford any confolation to her tormented 
mind. 

. Mr. Trueworth alfo, in the mean time, 
was not without his own anxieties : — a 
man of honour frequently finds more dif- 
ficulty in getting rid of a woman he is weary 
of, and loves him, than obtaining a woman 
he loves, and is in purfuit ofi but tKv^ 
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geritkman had a more than ordinary per* 
plexity to ftrugg(e through :-7rfew womea 
would go the lengths Mifs Flora had done 
for the accompli&ment of her de(ires, and 
he i^agly faw, by the whole tenor of her 
jb^baviour, ihe would go as great^ and 
tv^n more to contiaue the enjoymeat of 
them. 

Glad Wiould he have been to hare 
brought her by degrees to an indifference 
for him, ^^ to have prevailed on her to 
j^bmit her paffion to the government cf 
bj^r r;eafon, ^nd to be convinced, tiiatan 
amour, fuch as tfaeif 's bad been, ought t^ 
be looked upon only as a tranfient plea- 
fwt ; T^ ito be continued while mutual 
inclination and convenience permitted, and 
when broke off remembered but as a. 
4r^am. 

Bm this he found was not to be done 
with fL woman x>f Mifs Flora'^ temper ;^— 
he ithe^rdfore thought it beft nqt to keep 
her any longer in fufpence, but let her 
know at once the revolution in her fate, 
|I5 to j^bat point, wjiich regarded him, and 
jthe true motive that had occafioned it, 
which he accordingly did in thefe 
(erms : 

To 
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To MHs Floka Mellasin. 

« Maoam^ 
^ IT is with very great difficulty I cm- 
ploy my pen to tell you, it is wholly in- 
convenient for us ever to meet agjiin, in 
the manner we have lately done ; but I 
flatter myfclf you have too much good 
fenfe and too much honour, not to for- 
give what all laws, both human and di- 
vine, oblige me to.— -I am entering into 
aftate* which utterly forbids the conti- 
nuance of thofe gallantries, which before 
pleaded their excufe 5— in fine, I am 
going to be married, and it would be 
the higheft injuftice in me to expert that 
fidelity, which alone can make me happy 
in a wife, if my own conduA <lid not fet 
her an example. 

• Though I mud ceafe to languifli for 
a repetition of thofe favours you have 
blefled me with, yet be aflfured I IhalJ 
always remember thtm with gratitude, 
and the beft good wiftics for the profpc- 
riiy of the fair beftower. 

* I fend you back all the teftimonies I 
have received of your ttndernefs, that 
are in my power to return : — It belongs 
to yourfelf to make ufe of your utcuoft. 



1 
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* endeavours for the recovery of the heart 

* which diftaicd them. — This I earneflly 
« entreat of you, and in the hope that you 
« will foon accomplifh a work fo abib- 
« luteiy neceflary for your peace and repu- 

* tation, I remain, 

* As far as honour will permit, 

< Madam, 

* Your moft obliged, 

* And moft humble fervant, 

• C Trueworth/ 

Mr. Trueworih flattered himfelf, that fo 
plain a declaration of his fentiments and 
intentions, would put a total end to all fila- 
ture correfpondence between them, and 
having looked it over, after he had finifhed, 
and found it fuch as he thought proper tor 
the purpofe, put it under a cover, w-th all 
the letters he had received from Mils Flora, 
* not excepting the firft invitation (he had 
made him, under the title of the Incognita, 
and fent away the packet by a porter ; for 
he had never entrufted the fcrvants with 
the conveyance of any epiftle from him to 
^hat lady, 

Mifs 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 137 

■ Mifs Flora, from the moment her eyes 
were open in the morning, if it can be fup- 
pofed ihe had any flecp that night, had 
been watching with the moft racking im- 
patience for the arriTal of Mr. Trueworth*s 
fneflenger ; — (he wiftied, but dreaded 
more the eclaircifcmcnt, which fhe expcftcd 
would be contained in the mandate he had 
promifcd to fend, yet was diftrafted for 
the certainty» how cruel foever it might 
prgve. 

At length it ctme« and with it a con- 
firmation of even worfe than the moft ter- 
rible of her apprehenfions h«d fuggefted : 
—the fight oJJber own letters on her open- 
ing it» almoft threw her into a fwoon 1 
but when her ftreaming eyes had greedily 
devoured the contents of the billet that 
accompanied them, excefs of delperation 
firuck her for fome moments ftupid, 
and rendered her mind inaftive as her 
fhune« 

But when awakened from this lethargy 
of filent grief, flie felt all the horrors of a 
fate ihe had fo much dreaded :•<— fruftrated 
at once in every hope, that love or intereft 
had prefented to her, words cannot paint 
the wildnefs of her fancy, — fhe tore her 
hair and garments, and fcarce fpared that 
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face, (he had taken fo much pains to oma« 
menti fiop wantifig charms to fecurethe 
coitiqueft k h^ gained. 

But with the more yiolencc th?fe tour- 
billions of the mind rage for a while, the 
fooaer they fubfide^^d all is hufhed again; 
-— * as I rememlj^er to have fomewhere 
re^d, 

< After a tempeft, when the wji^ds are laid, 
* The calm Tea wonders at the wreck it made.*^ 

So this unhappy and abandoned creaf 
ture, too much defcrving of the fate fhe 
met with, having exhaufted her whole 
flock of tears, and wafted all the breath 
that life could fpare, in fruitlefs exclama- 
tions, the pailions which had raifed theft 
commqtions in her foul, became more 
weak, and the beguiler Hope once more 
reamed, to lull her wearied fpirits into a 
Ihort-lived eafe. 



She now &« the folly of venting her 
rage upon herfelf ; — * that to give way to 
grief and defpair would avail her nothing, 
but only ferve to render her more mife* 
rable i -^ that inftead of fitting tamely 
down, and meanly lamenting her misfor- 
tune 
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tuAe in the I0& (tf a lovec^ on whom fhe had 
built U> much, fhe ought rather to exert 
all the courage, refolution, and artifice fhe 
was miflrefs of, in contriving fome way of 
preventing it, if poffil^e. 

* He is not yet n^arried,* faid fhe ; — ^ 

* the irrevocable words arc not yet pafl ; 

* -r-I have aheady broke oflF his courtihip 

* to one woman, — why may I not be aa 
^ fuccefsful in doing fo with another ? --^ 
' He cannot love the prefent cngroffer of 
f his heart more than he did Mifs Betfy 
S Tbou^tlefs ,-^*tis worth, at kaft, the 
\ pains of gn attempt/ 

The grft ftep (he had to take towards 
the execution of her dcfign^ was to find 
OMC the name, condition^ and dwelling of 
her happy rival, and this fhe thought there 
would be no great difficulty in doing, as 
fhe dOMbted not but Mr. Trucworth vi- 
(iccd her every day, and it would be eafy 
for her to employ a perfbn to watch where 
he went, and afterwards to make the 
proper enquiries. 

: But, in the mean time, ii: required fome 
confidaration how to behave to that gentle^ 
man, fo as to prefer ve in him fome for( of 
efttrem for lier* without which fhe rightly 
judged it would be impoffible for her ever 
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to recover his love, in cafe (he fhould be 
fo fortunate as to feparate him from the 
prefent obje£t of his flame. 

She knew very well, that all teftimoniet 
of defpair, in a woman no longer loved, 
only create uneafmefs in the man who Oc- 
cafioncd it, and but ferve to make him 
more heartily wifli to get rid of her % (he 
therefore found it beft, as it certainly was, 
to pfctcnd to fall in with Mr. Truewofth*s 
way of thinking, ~» fcem to be convinced 
by his reafons, and ready to fubmit what* 
ever fuited with his tntereft or convenience i 
—it was fome time before (he could briotf 
herfelf into a fit temper for this a£t of dif- 
fimulation, but (he at lafl arrived at 
It, and gave a proof how great a pro« 
ficient (he was m ir, by the following 
lines : 

To Charles Trveworth, Efqi 

• Dear Sir, 

* I AM apt to believe you as little ex- 

• pefted as defined an anfwer to the eclair- 

• cifement of yefterday, nor would I have 

• given you the trouble of this, but to af- 

• fure you^ it (hall be the laft of any kind 
< you ever (hall receive from me. —Yes, 

• —I have now done with reproaches and 
« compIaintSt«*-I have nothing to alledge 



MISS BETSy thoughtless. 141 

^ againft you,-*-oothing to accufe you of: 
' —could the fond folly of my tender paf- 
(ion have given me leifure for a mo- 
ment's reflection, I had forefeen, that the 
misfortune, which is now fallen upon 
mc, was inevitable. — I am now con- 
vinced, that I ought not to have hoped 
that the unbounded happinels I fo lately 
enjoyed, could be of any long duration ; 
-—that a man of your fortune and figure 
in the world, muft one day marry 1 -^ 
names ahd families muft be fupported, 
and.your's is too confiderable for you to 
fuSer it to be extindt :--> 1 muft nor, 
— I will nor, therefore, repine at a 
thing, which, in my cooler momentSt I 
cannot but look upon as eflential to your 

honour and convenience Had you 

quitted me on any other fcore, I can- 
not anfwer but I might have been hurried 
into extravagancies difpleafing to you, 
and unbecoming of myfelf : — but here 
I mull refign, and am determined to do 
fo, with the fame patience, in fhew at 
leaft, as if I had never loved. — I will 
not teli you the agonies 1 have fuftained 
in the cruel conflid, between my reafon 
and my paflion, in making this refo- 
lution : — it is fufficient for you to know, 
that the former has the viftory. — More 
might too much affcdt your gene- 
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^ rous nature ; befides, when woes «rt 
remcdiie(s» t^ey are beft borne m fi« 
Icnce, ' 



c 



« Fa/wircll ! -* Oh, larewcll for «vcr1 

* — niay you find ^very thing in the ha^py 

* ih^ you make your choice of, to givfe 
« you lading bhfs; ^nd, ^co c^^inplete all, 
« may (he love you with Ae fame ^Eir- 
^ deDcy:, tendernefi^ and difiAtereftedneHt, 
< as her, who tnuft now only fubfcribe 

* herfelf, 

« At an eternal diftancc! 

* Dear, d^r Sir, 

« Your moft faithful friend, 

* And humble fervant, 

* F. Mellasin.** 

This fetttr, which it muft be confcffed, 
wai« wrote artfully enough, had all the cf- 
feft it was intended for, on the mind df 
Mr. TruewoTth •,— it not only afforded 
him an infinity of contentment, as he 
-hoped ihe would foon be enabled ro ba- 
-nifh all thofe difturbed emotions, which 
naturally attend the breaking off an ac- 
quaintance, fucha« their's had been, but 
it alfo eftablilhed in him, a very high 
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idea of lier good underflanding, — difin* 
terefted affedion^ ^— honour, and fince-- 
ricy } but how long he continued in this fa- 
vourable opinion, as to the three laft 
tfiencioned qualific^ons, will hereafter be 
fhtwn. 

fn the mean tinoe, fomethtng happened, 
^hicb, as he was a man juft, even to the 
dktremltfl: ninety, gave him, according to 
his way of thinking, a great deal of rcafoli 
to reproach himfelf. 



CHAP. XII. 

Mifs Bitffs inntmci^ nt to thi Denbam affair, 
fully diored 'up to 'Mr. Truiumib^ by a very 
actrhordinary accident. 

1i y?rR. Trueworth hadrpade fo great ^ 
l^JL progrcfs in his courtfhip, that the 
fincerity of Mifs Harriot got the better of 
her baflrfiilnefs, even fo far as tocoiiftifs to 
faim, it was with ip'Ieiafure {he yieldtsd to 
1Ehfc perfuafibns of her friends, in favour of 
bis love, and that he had infiiiitefy ihe>pre- 
fercnce of all marikJiad in het elteem s 
in fine, her behaviour ilMs Tucb, as Ic^ 
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nothing wanting but the ceremony to af- 
fure him of his happinefs. 

Sir Bazil alfo having concluded every 
thing with the father of his miftrefs* 
brought that young lady acquainted with 
his fillers, who,- highly approving their 
brother's choice, foon treated hcr^ and 
were treated by her with the lanie 
afFedion and familiarity, as if already 
united. 

There were few hours, excepting thofe 
allotted by nature and cuftom for reppfe, 
which this amiable company did not pafs 
together; the old gentleman, who was 
extremely good humoured, when nothing 
relating to the parting with his money 
came on the carpet, would frequently 
make one among them, and being one 
day more than ordinary chearful, t* Id 
Mr, Trucworth, that as he found the 
two weddings were to be folemnized ia 
one day, and he ihould give his daughter's 
hand to Sir Bazil, defired he might alfo 
have the honour of beftowing Mils Har* 
riot's upon him ; — to which Mr. 
Trueworth replied, that he Ihould joy* 
fully recti ve her from any hands, but 
more particularly from his; — and that 
he took the offer he made him as a 
very great favour : — on this, the other grew 
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very gay, and faid abundance of merry 
things, to the no fmall expence of bluihes, 
both in his daughter and Mifs Harriot. 

It is impoffible for any lover, while 
waiting for the confummation of their 
wifhes, to enjoy a more unintenupted fe- 
licity, than did Sir Bazil and Mr. True- 
worth ;-— continually bleft with the fociety 
of their dear miftreflcs, and receiving 
from them all the marks that a virtuous 
affedion could beftow, yet both of them 
found it requifite to contrive every day 
fome new party of pleafure or othcV, in 
order to beguile the neceffary, though to 
them tedious, time it took up in drawing 
of writings, and other preparations for the 
much longed-for nuptials, which Mrs. 
Wellair did not fail to do all on her part 
to haften, being impatient to return to her 
family, whence ihe had been abfent longer 
(han Ihe had intended. 

Sir Bazil and Mr. Trueworth having 
been taking a little walk in the park one 
morning, the former finding himfclf fo 
near the habitation of Mifs Mabel, could 
not forbear calling on her, though fhe 
was to dine that day at his houfe, and 
Mr. Trueworth readily accompanied him : 

that lady was then at her toilet, but 

made no fcruple of admitting thcccv \vsx.o 

Vol. hi. H V-t 
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her drefllng room, where they had fcarcc 
ieated themfelves, when her woman, who 
was waiting, was called out by a foot* 
man to fpeak to fome people, who, he 
faid, were very importunate to lee Mi6 
Mabel, and would take no anfwer £roai 
him. 

< Rude guefts, indeed, cried Mils Mabel, 

* that will noc take an anfwer from a fa- 

* vant : — Who are they ?* — • I never faw 
« them before, madam, replied the foot- 
^ man ^ but the one is a woman of a very 

* mean appearance, and the other» I b(s 

* lieve, is a foldier: — I told them your 

* ladydiip bad company, and could not be 
^ feen, but the man faid he only begged 

* one word with you, — that he was juft 

* come from abroad, and wanted to know 

* where he might fee his child, and a deal 

* of fuch ftuflF J — the woman is almoft as 

* impertinent as the man, and I cannot get 

* them from the door/ 

* I will lay my life upon it, madam, 
« faid the waiting-maid, that this is the 

* father of the child, that you and Mils 
^ Betfy Thoughtlefs have been fo good 

* to keep ever fince the mother's death.' 

* — I verily believe thou haft hit upon 

< the right, cried Mifs Mabel ; •— pri- 

< thee go down, and if it be as thou 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 147 

* imagineft, bid them come up,— I will 

* fee them/ 

'The maid went as fhe was ordered, and 
immediately returned with two perfons, 
ftich as the footman had defcribed : — 
the woman was the firfl: that advanced^ 
and after dropping two or three curtfiet 
to each of the company, addrefled herfelf 
to Mifs Mabel in thefe words :— * I do 

* not know, madam, faid fhe, whether 
« your ladyfliip may remember me, but I 
f nurfed poor Mrs. Jinks, your ladyfliip^s 

• fempftreis and dear-ftarchcr, all the 

• time of her lying in, when your ladyflbip 

• and madam Betfy Thoughtlefs were to 

< good as to ftand god-mothers, and after* 

* wards took the child, that it might not go 
•to the parilh/ 

« I remember you very well, replied 

< Mifs Mabel ; but pray what is your 

* bufinefs with me now ?' — ^ « Why, 
■* madam, faid (he, your ladyfhip muft 

• know, that Mrs. Jinks*s hufband has 
« fccn his folly at laft, -^ has left the 
« army, and is refolved to take up and 

• fettle in the world ; — fo, madam, if your 
« ladyfhip pleaie$^ he would willingly have 
•his child/ 

Hi *0\ 



148 THE HISTORY OF 

< O ! doubtlefs, he may have his chik^ 

* rejoined Mifs Mabel ; — but hearkye, 

< friend, continued ihe, turning to the 
« man, are you able to keep your child ? 

* — Yes, madam, anfwered he, coming 
« forward, thank God, and good friendsi 
, •— I had an uncle down in Northamp- 

< tonfhire, who died a while ago, and left: 
, me a pretty little farm there ;-— and £>, 
.« as my neighbour here was telling you, I 

< would not have my child a burthen to 
« any body/———* If we had thougltf 

< it a burthen, faid Mifs Mabel, we fhould 

* not have taken it upon us j — however, 
« I am glad you are in circumftances 

* to maintain it yourfclf; your wife 

* was a very honcft, induftrious woman, 

* and lufFered a great deal through your 
« negleft; but I hope you will make 

* it up in the care of the child ihe ha^ 

* left behind.* 

•Aye, madam, replied he, wiping his 

* eyes, I have nothing elfe to remember 

* her 5 — I did not ufe her fo well as 

* fhe deferved, that's certain ; but I hav« 

* fowcd all my wild oats, as the faying 

* is, and I wifh (he were alive to have the 

* benefit of it/ 

« Thai 
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« That cannot be, interrupted the wo- 
< man, fo don't trouble good madam with 
« your forrowful ftories; — if her ladyfhip 

• will be fo good only to give us direc- 
« tions where to find the child, for we 

• have been to madam Betfy's, and her 

• lady (hip was not at home, fo we made 
« bold to come here/ — * Yes, madam ^ 

• cried he, for my colonel comes to town 
.« in a day or two, and I fhall get my 

• difcharge, and have no more to do 

• with the fervice, fo would willingly have 
^ my child to take down with -me to the 

• farm. 

Mifs Mabel made no other anfwer to 
this, thdn faying, it was very well, and 
immediately gave them the direction they 
requefted, to Goody Bufhman's, at Den- 
jiam. — ^ I cannot tell you exaftly where 
< the houfe is, faid fhe ; but you will 

• cafily find her, the hufband is a gar- 
^ dener, and flie has been a nurfe for many 

• years/ 

The fellow feemed extremely pleafed, 
thanked her as well as he could in his 
homely faftiion, and defired fhe would be 
fo kind to give his duty to the other 
lady, and thank her alfo, for her part of 
the favours both his wife aud cVvM \\^^ 
H 3 t^c€\N^^^ 
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received ; nor had he Torgot his manned 
fo far, as not to accompany the tefti* 
monies of his gratitude with a great 
many low fcrapes, 'till he got quite out 
of the room. 

After this Sir Bazil began to grow a 
little plealant with Mifs Mabel, concerning 
the motherly part ihe had been a&ing :— ^ 

* You do me more honour than I defcrve, 
^ (aid ihe laughing ; for it was but half a 

* child I had to take care of, {o confe* 

* quently I could but be half a mother.— 
^ 1 am glad, however, continued (he, mote 

* ftrioufly, that my little god-daughter has 

* found a father/ 

While they were talking in this man- 
ner, the old gentleman happening to come 
in, and ficarins Sir Bazil was s^ve wiA 
his daughter, £nt to defire to fpeak midk 
iMm in his clo(et. 

Mift M^l being now alone with Mr. 
Trueworth, thought ihe faw fomething in 
his countenance which very much Tur- 

prifed her, • You arc penfive fir,* 

faid fbe ; -^ ^ I hope the mention we 

* have been making of Mifs Betfy has 
^ given you no alarm.* — * A very great 
^ one, anfwcrcd he ; but not on the ac* 

* count you may ^thaps imagine : — I 
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• have wronged that lady in the moft 

• cruel manner ; — and though the injury 

• I have done her went no farther than 

• my own heart, yet I never can forgive 
•' myfelf for harbouring fentiments, which 
^ 1 now finrd were fo groundlels and un- 
« juft.* 

As it was not poiEble for Mifs Mabel 
to comprehend the meaning of thefe 
words, flie intreated him, fomewhat ha- ' 
ftily, to explain the myftcry they feemed 
to contain : on which he made no fcruple 
of repeating to her the fubftance of t!ie 
letter he had received ; — his going down 
to Denham, in order to convince hinifclf 
more fully, and the many circumftances, 
which, according to all appearances, cor- 
roborated the truth of that infamous fcan- 
dal. 

Never was aftonilhment equal to that 
Mift Mabel was in, on hearing the nar- 
rative of 16 monftroUs a piece of villainy : 
*-:-^^ Good God! cried (he, 1 know 
^ NliTs Berfy has many enerfiies, who fet 
« all her aftions in the worft light, and 

• conftrue every thing Ihe fays and does 

• into meanings fhe is ignorant of herfelf ; 

• but this is fo impudent, fo unpara* 

^ lelled a (lander, as I could not bav^ 

H 4 * xWi^x 
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« thought the malice of either men or dc- 
! vils could have invented.* 

. * Indeed, madam, faid Mr. Trucworth, 

* Ihould fortune ever difcorer to mc the 
^ author of this execrable falfbood, I know 

* ho revenge I could take, that would be 

* fufficient, both for traducing the inno- 

* cence of that lady, and the impofitioa 
« pradlifcd upon myfelf.* — Mifs Mabel 

< agreed with him, that no punifhmeat 
could be too bad for the inventors of fudbi 
cruel alperfions, and having a little vented 
her indignation on all who were capable 
of the like praftices : — * I fuppofe iheot 

< faid (he, that it was owing to this 
' wicked ftory that you defifled your vilics 

* toMifsBetfy.V 

^ Not altogether, madam, anfwered 

* he ; I had long before feen it wai 

* not in my power to infpire that lady 
« with any fentiments of the kind, that 

* would make me happy in a married 
« ftate. 1 loved her, but my realbn 

* combated with my pafllon, and got the 

* better.* 

* I underftand you, fir, replied flie, 

* and though I hope, nay believe in my 

* foul, that poor Mifs Betfy is innocent 

* as a veftal, yet I cannot but own, that 
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* the too great gaiety of her temper, and 

* the pride of « attrafting as many admirers 
« as to have eyes to behold her, hurries her 
« into errors, which, if perfevered in, can- 
« not but be fatal, both to the peace and 

.« reputation of a hufband; whttc 

»f you now aite fixed you doubtlcfs have a 

* much better profpeft of being, truly 

* happy. — It is, however, a great pity, 
« methinks, continued this amiable lady, 

* that &} many rare and excellent qua- 

* lities, as Mifs Betfy is poffeffed of, 

* (hould all be fwallowed up and loft in 

* the nonfenfical vanity of being too ge- 
. * nerally admired. 

They had time for no more, — Sir Ba- 
zil returned 5 — he had only been fent for 
to examine the foul copy of the marriage 
articles, which the old gentleman had juft 
• brought from his lawyers, on purpofe to 
ihew it to him fome time that day, and 
they now took their leave, that the lady 
might have time to drefs -, — Sir Bazil 
looking on his watch, faid, it was then 
a quarter paft two, and they (hould dine 
at three, fo begged (he would not wafte 

* too much time in confulting her glafs ; 

* For, added he, you know yo*i have 

* always charms for me.* — * Aad 1 am 

* not alhamed then, replied (he,, with a 
« fmile, even before Mr* Ti\\e.^o\\\x>^ w 

H 5 * cov^^'c^^ 
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« confers, that I defiie to hare none or 
* any other/ 

He kifled her hand on this obli^ 
fpeech, and ran haftily down Hairs, fol- 
lowed by Mr. Trueworth, whofe temper 
had not yet quite recovered its aocufUmm 
vivacity. 



CHAP. xin. 

Stem U promfi a very great change fer tl^ 
iiiteTy both in the hummr and eenduif of Mifi 
Betfy^ in regard to thofi who pro/effid tbem^ 
fehes her lovers. 

AS little as Mifs Betfy had accuftomed 
hcrfclf to compare and judge of 
things, (he wanted not the power, when- 
ever it plcafed her to have the will to do 
fo : — the words of Sir Frederick Finccr, 
on taking leave of her at his laft vifit, 
funk pretty deeply into her mind, nor 
could (he remember them without a mix- 
ture of furprize, refentment, and confu- 

fion. No man, excepting Mr. Saving, 

whofe reafons for it Ihe could not but 
aJJow were juftifiable^ had hitherto ever 
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prtfuftied t6 make bis addrelfts to her in 
a ckndeftiRe maimer, and Sir Trederick 
Finccr fccmed to her, of all men, to have 
the leaft f xcufe tor doing fo, and (he would 
not have hefitated one nsoment to come 
into her brother Frank's opinion, that he 
ivos DO other than an impoftor^ if the de- 
pendance ihe had on the gOod faith of 
Mra. Modefy had not prevented her from 
entertaining fuch a belief. 

Befidte, all the pleafure hef gay young 
heart as yet had ever been capable of taking 
in the conquefts (he had made, confifted 
in their being known, and this proceeding 
in Sir Frederick was too mortifying to 
that darling propenfity, to be eafily tor- 
given, even though he ftiould make it ap- 
pear, that the motives on which he re- 
qiieft^ this fecrecy was fuch as could not 
be difpenfed with. 

* What can the man mean ? faid (he : 
« — I fuppofe, by his defiring his court- 

* (hip to me (hould be a fccret, he intends 

* a marriage with me (hould be fo too ; 

* ~ that I (hould live with him on!y 

* as the (lave of "his Icofe pleafures ; and, 

* though a lawful wife, pafs me in the 
-* eyes of the world for a kept miftrcfs. 
.« Was ever luch infolence! 

* fuch an unparalelled infult^ bo^\\ otv xw^ 

H 6 * >i^v 
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* perfon and undcrftanding ! — Heaven 

* be my witnefe, that it is only his qua- 

* lity could induce me ; nay, I know not 

* as yet wliether even that could be 
^ fufficient to snduce me to become his 

* wife, and can he be fo ridiculoufly vain 

* as to imagine I would accept him on 
^ any cheaper terms, than that eclat his 

* rank and fortune would bellow upon 

* me?' 

She fpent all that part of the night 
which fhe could fpare from fleep, in me- 
ditating on this aflfair, and at laft came to 
a refolution of feeing him no more, what- 
ever he might pretend in juftification of 
his late requeft. 

She alfo had it in her head to return 
unopened any letter he Ihould fend ; but 
curibfity prevailed above her rcfentment 
in this point, and when his fervant came 
in the morning, and prefented her with 
bis matter's compliments; and a billet at 
the fame time, (he had not the power of 
denying herfelf the fatisfadlion of feeing 
what excufe he would make:— the con- 
tents of it were as follows: 



To 
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To the delight of my eyes, the life of my 
defircs, the only hope and joy of 
adoring foul, the divine * 

Miss Betsy Thoughtless. 

* Bright flar of England, 

* SINCE laft I left your radiant 
f prefence, my mind has been all dark 
and gloomy, —my anxieties are tm- 
utterable, — intoUerable ; — I know-4iet 
what cruel conftrudtions you may put 
upon the petition 1 made you, of not 
mentioning me to your brothers ; — 
but fure you cannot think I apprehend 
a refufal from that quarter : — no, — ^ 
my birth and fortune fet me above all 
doubts of that nature, and I am very 
certain, that both they and all your 
kindred, would rather force you, if in 
their power, to accept the hand I offer, 
but it is not to them, but to yourfclf 
alone I can fubmit to yield. — Heaven,' 
'tis true, is in poffeffing you, but then 
I would owe that heaven only to your 
love 5 — you may think, perhaps, that 
this is top great a delicacy, but know, 
fair angel, that there is another motive, 
— a motive, which, though derived from 
the fame fource, binds me in a different 
way. — Fain would I court you, — falcv 
marry you with all the pomp 2ltv^ ^^\^fxv 
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« dor your fupcrior beauty merits ; but 
« neither my virtue, my honour, nor my 

* religion will permit it : — the myftery is 

* this : . . 

* Upon examining into the cau{r» why 
« we fee fo many jarring pat^s united in 
< t\it facred yoke of matrimony, I found 
« it wholly owing to the want of that true 
^^ affection, which, to make perfeA hap- 
« pinefs, ought to precede the nuptial ce- 

« remony, that fordid intereft, — the 

« perfwafion of friends, or fome fuch felfifb 

* view, either on the one fide or the otber^ 

* had given the hand without the heari^ 

* and inclination had no (hare in beckon* 
^ ing to the altar. 

* Being convinced of this truth by in- 

* numerable examples, and refolved to 

* avoid the fate of others, I made a vow,, 

* and bound myfelf by the moft folemn 
' imprecations, never to marry any wo- 

* man, how dear foever Ihe might be to 

* me, that would not afllire me of her 

* love, by flying privately with me to the 

* altar, without confulting friends, or 

* afking any advice, but of her own lofit 

* defiles. 

* This, my adorable charmer, being 
• jhc cafe, 1 am certain you have to© 
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« high a fenfe of the duty owing to all 
« that's holy, to cxaft from me a thing 
« which you cannot but be certain^ muft 

* entail eternal perdition on my perjured 
f foul. 

< Let us hade then to tie the blifsful 
« knot, and furprife our friends with a 

< marriage they little dreamed of. -—-As 

* Phoebus each night hurries himfelf into 

* the lap of Thetis, to render his appear* 

* ance the more welcome the next day, fb 
^ (hail the next morning after our mar- 

< riage, behold us fliine forth at opce no 
^ lefs gorgeous than the bright ruler of 

< the day, dazzling the eyes of the ad- 

* miring world. 

* I am fired with the imagination, and 
^ am wrapped in extacies unutterable, -«- 
« but will fly this evening to your divine 

* feet, where I hope to perfuade you to 

< delay our mutual happinefs no longer 

* than to-morrow, and exchange my pre- 

* fent appellation of lover into that of huf- 
^ band, afluring yourfelf 1 (hall then be, 

* as now, with the moil confummate de- 
^ votion to your all-conquering charms. 

• Sweet goddefs of my hopes, 
• Your piflionate adorer, 
« And everlafting flave, 
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• P. S. I bcfcech you will ^ve neceflary 

' orders for preventing any impertinent 

* intruder from breaking in upon our 

* converfe, for, exclufive of my vow, 

* I fhould deteft» as the poet fays, 

^* With noife and fliew, and in a crowd to woo, 
^ For true felicity dwelk but in two. 

• Once more, my dear divinity,— i^dieu.* 

Mifs Betfy read this letter over feveral 
times, and made herfelf miftrefs of the 
fenfe, as {he thought, of every jpart of itj 
— (he had always found, in every thing 
he faid or did, a great deal of the afFefted 
and conceited coxcomb ; but in this, (he 
imagined he difcovered more of the'de- 
figning knave : — the vow he mentioned 
was an excufe too (hallow to pafs on a 
difcernment fuch as her's ^ but her vanity 
ftill fuggefting, that he was really in love 
with her, and that if he intended any 
villainy towards her, it was enforced by 
the violence of his pafTion, it came into 
her head, that there was a poffibility of 
his being already married, or contracted, 
to fome lady, whom he durft not break 
with, but being bent on gaining her at all 
events, he had formed this pretence of a 

vow 
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VOW9 in order to gain her to a clandeftine 
marriage, thinking, that after it was over, 
and there was no remedy, (he would be 
content to live with him in~a private man- 
ner, fince it would then be imprafticable 
for her to do fo in a public one. 

This indeed (he could not be certain of, 
tut (he was fo, that it did not become a 
woman of any family and charaftcr to re- 
ceive the addrefTesof a man, how fupcrior. 
foevcr he might be in point of fortune, 
who either was afhamed, or had any other 
reafons to hinder him from avowing his 
pafTion to her relations. 

She refolved therefore to put an end at 

once to a courtlhip, which, however high 

her expeftations at firft had been, (he now 

iaw no probability would afibrd her either 

. honour or fatisfaaion. 

She had no fooner fixed hei;fclf in this 
determination, than (he went to her ca- 
binet; with an intent to pack up all the 
lettbrs (he had received from him, and 
inclofe them in one to Mrs. Modely 5 but 
recoUefting, (he had given one of them 
to her brother Frank, which he had not 
yet returned, (he thought (he would de- 
fer, 'till another opportunity, this tefti- 
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s^^^ank you for the good I believe you 
^£Iucd me, in your recommendation of 
m j^ ^r^ whofe title and eftate you might 
ifcyJvliad fome charms in them, and the 
j^v-nrs of whofe temper you were per- 
^ s unacquainted with. 

. f defiret however, you will hencefor- 
^.vird make no mention of him, but, 
>%cncvcr I fend for you, confine your 
^nverfation to fuch matters as befits 
^our vocation, for as to others I find 
7«i are but little (killed in what will 
'^leafe her, who is, 

• Nothwithftanding this raillery» 
♦ My dear Modely, 
'^ * Yor friend and fervant, 

^ B. Thouohtlsss. 

Ms. To fhew how much I am in eameftf 

* I fliould have fent the baronet all the 
, ■ cpiftles he has been at the pains of 
^^ writing to me, but I am juft going 
^Ouc, and I have not leifure to look 
^ them up 5 — I will not fail, however, 
-^ to let him have them in a day or 
^two:— diey may fervc any other 

* woman as well as me, and fave him 

* abundance of trouble in his next 
courtfliip. — You fee I Vwln^ fea\^ 
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snofiy of the difregard (he had for him- 
ielff and all that came from him. 

To prevent, however, liis troubling 
her with any more vifitSy meilages, or 
epiftles, fhe fat down to her efcrutore, and 
immediately wrote her prefcnt fentimcnts 
to his agent, in the following terms : 

• To Mrs. Mod ELY. 

* Dear Modely, 

. • AS it is not my cuftom to write 

• to men, except on bufinels, of which 

• I never reckoned love, nor the profef- 
^ fions of it, any part, I defire you will tell 

• Sir Frederick Fineer, that the only way 

• for him to keep his oath intiolated, is 

• to ceafe entirely all farther profecution 

^ of his addrelles to me i for ^s my birth , 
^ and fortune, as well as my humour, 

• fet me above encouraging a fccretcorre- 

• fpondence with any man, on what pre- 
« tcncc foever it may be requefted , he 

• may exped, nay affure himfclf, that on 
^ the next vifit he attempts to make me, 
^ or letter or mcttkgp he caufes to be left 

• for me, I fliall direftly acquaint my bro- 
« thers with the whole ftory of his court- 

• fhip; the novelty of which may poQibly 
' afford us fome diveriion. 
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' • 1 thank you for the good I believe you 
^ intended me, in your recommendation of 

* a lover, whofe title and eftate you might 
^ think had fome charms in them, and the 

* oddities of whofe temper you were pcr- 
f haps unacqiuinted with. 

• I defire, however, you will hcncefor- 

* ward make no mention of him, but, 

* whenever I fend for you, confine your 

< converfacion to fudi matters as befits 
« your vocation, for as to others I find 

< you are but little (killed in what will 
^ plcafc her, who is, 

« Nothwithftanding this raillery, _ 
* My dear Modely, 
f Yor friend ai)d fervant, 

^ B. Thouohtlsss. 

V.S. To fhew how much I am in earneft, 
^ I (hould have fent the baronet all the 

* epiftles he has been at the pains of 

^ wridng to me, but I am juft going . 

* out, and I have not leifure to look 

• them up 5 — I will not fail, however, 

* to let him have them in a day or 
•two: — » they may fervc any other 
^ woman as well as me, and fave him 
^ abundance of trouble in his next 

• courtftiip. — You fee I haN^ fooNR. 
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• good-nature, tho* nothing of that love 
^ I fuppofe he imagined his merits had 

* infpired me with.— Adieu. 

. Mili Betfy was highly diverted, after 
fending this difpatch, to, think how Rlly 
poor Modcly would look, on finding hcr-» 
fclf obliged to deliver fuch a meflage to 
her grand lodger, and how difmally mor- 
tified he would be on the receiving it, 

CHAP. XIV; 

Shnvs that AS/sBit/yf whenever Jhe pUafed t$ 
exert hirfelfj bad it in her power to hiHf' 
ireet^ even on occajions the moji tempting t$ 
her honour and imlination. 

SOON after Mifs Betfy had fent away 
what (he thought would be a final an- 
fwer to Sir Frederick, her brother Frank 
came in j — fhe immediately (hewed him 
the letter fhe had received that mornipg* 
and related to him in what manner ihe 
had behaved concerning it, with which he 
was extremely pleafed, and faid more ten- 
der things, to her, than any fhe had heard 
from him fince he came to town. 
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* This is a way of afting, my dear filler, 

* faid he, which, if you perfevere in, will 

* infallibly gain you the elleem of all who ' 

* know you ; for while you encourage 

* the addrefles of every idle fop, believe 

* me, you will render yourfclf cheap, and 

* lofe all your merit with the fenfible part 

* of mankind/ 

If (he was not quite of his opinion in 
this point, (he offered no arguments in 
oppofition to the remarks he had made, 
and afTured him, as flic had done once 
before, that (he would never give any 
man the lead: grounds to hope fhe ap^ 
proved his prctenfions, 'till fhe had firft 
received the fanftion of both his and her 
brother Thoughtlefs' s approbation. 

He then told her, that they had re- 
ceived intelligence, that the India fhip, 
which they heard was to bring Mr. Ed- 
ward Goodman, was fafely arrived in the 
Downs ; fo th^, in all likelihood, that 
gentleman would be in London in two or 
three days at fartheft ; — * which I am 

* • very glad of,* faid he; * for, though I 
* believe the lawyer a very honeft, dili- 
< gent man as any can be of his profefliqn, 
« the prefence of the heir will give a InSf. 
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• V 

* to the caufe, and may bring things to a 

* more fpeedy iffue. 

He alfo told her, that a gentleman of 
her brother's acquaintance had the day be- 
fore received a letter from Sir Ralph 
Trufty, mtimating, that he fluiuld be 
obliged, by the death of Mr. Goodman, 
there being affairs of confequence between 
them, to come to town much fooner than 
he had intended, md that he fhoulcf 
bring his lady with him : — • * And then, 

* my dear fifter,* faid he, * you will be 

* happy for a time at leaft, in the con* 
^ veriation and advice of one, who, I am 

< certain, in her good wilhes for you, de- 

< ferves to be looked upon by you, as a 

* fecond mother.* 

He was going on in fome farther com- 
mendations of that worthy lady, when 
Mifs Betfy's man came to the dining-room 
door, and told her, that Mr. Munden 
was below in the parlour, and would wait 

on her if (he was at leifure. Mr, 

Francis perceiving Ihe was hefitating 
what anfwer to make, cried haftily, ' Pray 

* fifter admit him; this is lucky, 

* now I Ihall fee how much he excels Mr. 

* Trueworth in perfon and parts.' — • I 
« never told you,* anfwered Ihe, * that he 

* did fo in either ^ but perhaps he may 
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< in his good opinion and efteem for me ) 
c — however, I think you promifed never 

< to mention Trueworth again to me; ;— - 
• I wilh you would keep your word/ — 
c Well. — I have done/ faid he, « do 

< not keep the gentleman waiting/ -— On 
which (he bade the footman defire Mr. 
Munden to walk up. 

That gentleman was a good deal dif- 
concerted in his mind, concerning the little 
progrefs his courtQiip had made with Mifs 
Setfy 5 — he had followed her for a con- 
fiderable time, — been at a great expence 
in treating and making prefents to her ;-— 
he had ftudied her humour, and done 
every thing in his power to pleafe her, yet 
thought himfelf as far from the comple- 
tion of his wifhes, as when he began his 
addrefles to her 5 — hc/had not for feveral 
days had an opportunity of fpeaking one 
word to her in private ? — (he was either 
abroad when he came, or fo engaged in 
company, that his prcfence ferved only to 
fill a vacant feat in her dining-room ; — 
he therefore determined to know what fate 
he was to expeft from her. 

As he had not been told any body was 
now with her, and had never feen Mr. 
Francis before, he was a little ftartled on 
his coming into the room, to find a young. 
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gay gcndeman feated very near her, "and 
lolling his arm, in a carclcfs pofture, over 
the back of the chair in which fhe was fi^ 
ting ;-— on his entrance, they both rofe to 
receive him with a great deal oi politenefs, 
which he returned in the fame manner, 
but added to the firft compliments, that he. 
hoped he had been guilty of no intrufion. 

« Not at all, fir,' replied the brother of 
« Mif!|L Bctfy, * I was only talking to my 
« fifter on fome family aniurs, which we 

• may refume at any time, when no more 
< agreeable fubjedts of entertainment fall 

• in our way/ — Yes, Mr. Munden,* 
« faid Mifs Betfy, ^ this is that brodier, 
« whofe return to town you fp often heard 

• me wifli for : — and this, brother,* con- 

• tinued fhe, turning to Mr. Francis, is a 

• gentleman who fometimes docs me the ho- 

• nour of calling upon me, and whofe vifits 

• to me I believe you will not difapprove.* 

She had no fooner ended thefe words, 
than the two gentlemen mutually advanced, 
embraced, and faid they (hould be proud 
©f each other*s acquaintance ; after which 
they entered into a converfation fprightly 
enough for the time it fefted, which was 
not long ; for Mr. Francis looking on his 
watch, faid, he was extremely mortified to 
Jeave fuch^fbod company, but bufinefs of 
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I very urgent nature called him to a dif. 
Terent place at that hour. 

As much as Mr. Munden was pleafed 
to find hirofelf fo obligingly introduced 
by his miftrefs, to the acquaintance of her 
brother, he was equally glad to be rid 
of him at this jun6lure, when he came 
prepared to prefs her fo home to an eclair- 
cifement, as fhould deprive her of all 
poflibility of keeping himfelf any longer 
m lufpence. 

It was in vain for her now to have re- 
courfe to anv of thofe evafions by which 
(he had hitherto put him off, and fhe 
found herfclf under a neceflity either of 
entirely difcardmg him, or giving him 
fome kind, of aiTurance, that the continu- 
ance of his pretenfions would not be in 
vain. 

Never had fhe been fo plunged before, 
*— never had any of her lovers infilled in 
fucb plain terms on her declaring herfelf, 
and (he was compelled, as it were, to tell 
him, fince he was fo impatient for the 
definition of his fate, it was from her 
brothers he muft receive it, for fhe was 
refolved, nay had folemnly promifcd, to 
enter into no engagement without their 
knowledge and approbation. •<— ' But^ (\\^- 

VoL.III. I ^^^^t; 
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« poft/ faid he, « I Ihould be fo happy 
« as to obtain their confent, may I then 

* alTure myfelf you will be mine ?* 

« Would you wifli me to hate you,' cried 
(he, fomewhat pecvifhly ? -^ * Hate me!* 
anfwercd he j — * no, Madam, it is yoor 
•love I would purehife, almoft at the 
« e^ence of life.* 

* Perfecute me then no more/ faid flic, 

* to give you promife, or aflurances, 

* which would only make me fee you 

* with confulion, and think of you with 

* regret i — it is fiiiBcient I rfleem you, 
« and liften to the profeifions of your love, 
« — let that c:oni3ent you, and leave to 
« myfelf the grant of more.' — « Yet, 
« madam,' refumed he, — and was going 
on, but was interrupted by the maid, 
who come haftily into the room, and 
faid, ^ Madam,' here is Mifs Mabel. 

She had no fooner fpoke thefe words, 
than the lady fhe mentioned followed her 
into the roonk — Mils Betfy was never 
more glad to fee her than now, when her 
prefence afforded her fo feafonable a re- 
lief : — • My dear Mifi Mabel,* faid (he, 

* this is kind indeed, whtcn I already owe 

* you two vifits., — * I believe you owe 

* me more,' anfwered (he, with a fmilej 
^ but I did not comt to tt^oach you, — 
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• nor can this indeed be juftly called a 

• vifit, fincc it is only a mere matter of 
« buQnefs brings me hither at this time/ 

Mr. Munden on this thought proper 
to take his Jeave, but, in doing fo, faid 
to Mifs Bctfy, with a very grave air, — 
« I hope. Madam, you will have the good- 

• nefs to confider ferioufly on what we 
« hare been talking of : — I will do my 

• felf the honour to wait upon your bro- 

• thcrs to morrow, and afterwards on 

• yourfelf.' — With thefe words he with- 
drew without ftaying for an anfwer. 

• I know not, faid Mifs Mabel, after 
he was gone, ' whether what I have to 

• fay to you will be of fufficient moment 

• CO cxcufe me for depriving you of your 

• company, — fince 1 only called to tell 

• you, that we are eafed of *our little pen- 
« fioner at Denham, by the father's un- 

• cxpedlcdly coming to claim his own.* 

Mifs Betfy replied, that (he guefied as 
much, for (he had heard thofe people had 
been at her lodgings, when fhe was not 
at home, and had faid fomewhat of their 
bufinefs to her fervant, — • « I am alfo to 

• pay you,' refumed the other, « my quota 

• of the laft months nurfing/ — In fpcak- 
ing thefe words fhe took out ot* Ktv ^oO^^x. 

I 2 \N\^ 
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the little fum (he ftood indebted for, and 
laid it on the table. 

Though Mifs Betfy had the moft per- 
f€(5b regard and good wifhes for Mifs Ma- 
bel, and Mifs Mabel the fame for Mifs 
Betfy, yet neither of them was in the fe- 
crets pf the other : -~ they vifited but 
feldom, and when they did, talked only 
on indifferent affairs. — In fine, though 
they both loved the amiable qualities each 
found in the other, yet the wide contra- 
riety Jjetween their difpofitions, occafioncd 
a coolenefs in their behaviour, which their 
hearts were far from feeling. 

Mifs Mabel ftayed but a very few 
minutes, after having difpatched the bu- 
fmefs fhe came upon, nor was Mifs Betfy 
at all troubled at her departure, being at 
prefent, what fhe very rarely was, in a 
humour rather to be alone than in any 
company whatever. 

She no fooner was at liberty than fhe 
began to refled on the tranfa£tions of that 
morning ; — fhe had done two things, 
which fecmed pretty extraordinary to her j 
*- file had entirely difmified one lover, a 

f)iece of refolution fhe did not a little va- 
ue herfelt upon, but then fhe was vexed 

at 
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at the too great encouragement, as ftie' 
thought it, which flie had given to another. 

* What (hall I do with this Munden ?* 
ftid (he to herfeif. * If my brothers 

* fliould take it into their heads to ap- 

* prove of his pretentions, I (hall fee as 
•tnuch teized on his account, as I was 
•on that of Mr* Trueworth's : — I have 

* no averfioh indeed to the man, but I 

* am equally as far from having any love 
« for him ; — there is nothing in his pcr- 

* fon, or behaviour, that might make a 

* woman afhamcd of being his Vv-rfc, yet 

* I can fee nothing fp extraordinary in 

* him, as to induce me to become fo.' 

« Why then,* continued (he, * did I 

* not tell him at once I would not have 

* him, and that if he was weary of pay- 

* ing his refpedts to me, he might carry 

* them where they would be more kindly' 

* received ? — It was a very (illy thing 

* in mc to fend him to my brothers ; — 

* they are in fuch hafte to get me out of 
« the way of what they call temptation, 
« thit I believe they would marry me to' 

* any man, that was of a good family 
•and had an cftate. -— If I muft needs* 

* have a hu(band to pleafe them, I had 
« better have taken Trueworth, — -I am 
fure there is no comparifon between th& 

I 3 ^ vcv^tv \ 
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< men -, but it is too late to think of that 

• now, for it is very plain, both by his 
« behaviour to me when lad 1 faw him, 

• end by what he faid to my brother 

• Fr^nk, that he has given over all in-' 

• ttntions on that fcore.* 

She was in the midft of thefe cogita- 
tic 's, when a fervant belonging to the 
ladies whom (he viflted at St. James's, 
came, and prefented her with a lettet» 
containing thefe lines : 

To Mizi Betsv Thoughtless. 

• Dear Creature, 
* MY fifttr and felf had an invitation 

• to a party of pleafure, where there 
' will be the beft company, — the bcft 

• mufick, and the beft entenainment ifi 

• the world •, but my father having un;- 

• luckily forced her to pafs fortie days 
' with an old aunt, who lies dangeroufly 

< (ick at Hampftead, I know nobody can 

• fo well fupply her vacant place, as your 

• agreeable felf 5 therefore, if you arc 

« not already too deeply engaged this 

• evening, would beg the. favour of you 

• to (hare with me in the propofed diver- 
« fion : — we (hall have two young gcn- 

• tlemen of rank for our conduAors and 
^proteAofS} -»but I flatter tnyfelf you 
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< will: make no fi:rupl9 ta go any where 
|.wi^ her, who is, 

• With the moft perfed amity 

• Dear MHs Betfy, 

« Your moft humble, 

* And moft obedient fcrvant, 

• A. AlRISH, 

P.S. Let me know whether I can be 

* fo happy as to have you with me^ 

* and if io, I will call on you about; 

• five, and drink tea, for we (hall not 

• go to the affembly *iill eight,* 

Thjui propoial put Mifi Bctfy out of aU 
|er. ii^ous refleftionsi an4 ine returned 
fyii mfwcr to the lady, ihat Ihe v^ouldi 
BOt ifaii to \» at home, and ready to at- 
•uyi jier at the appointed hour. 

. AecofcdUwly* a* foPA 9^ ?ver dinnef 
was oyer, me went to dre^, and thought 
pS Bochii^ but how to make as brilliant a 
fi^qre as any ihe fhould meet with at the 

f&mbly. MiA Airifh came fomewhat 

before the hfffr flie I^skI motioned in her 
letter, aqcon^p^i^ed by t^p pike^ of qua? 
lity, whoiQ Miis Betfy biad ^ two or 
1 4 '^\^^ 
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three times before with her and her fiftcr,- 
and by one of whom (he had once been 
treated with fome familiarities, which had 
made her ever fince very cautious of 
giving him any opportunity to attempt 
the hke. 

As much, therefore, as ihe had pleafed 
herfclf with the idea of this evening's 
pleafures, flie no fooner faw who were to 
be their conduftors, that (he refolved not 
to put herfelf into their powers, yet knew 
not how without affronting Mifs Airi(h; 
to avoid complying with the promifes flic 
h^d made of accompanying her. 

They all came finging and romping in- 
to the room, but the perplexity of Miis 
Bctfy's mind made her receive them with 
a very ferious air: — the men accofttd 
her with a freedom conformable enough 
to their own charafters, but not very, 
agreeable to one of her*s, and (he rebuffed 
with a good deal of contempt him, with 
whom (he had moft reafon to be offended. 

* Lord ! how grave you look,* fiwd 
Mifs Airifh, obferving her countenance 5 

* prithee, my dear creature, put on a 

* more chearful afpeft : — this is to be a 

* night of all fpirit, — all mirth, — all 

* gaiety.*—* 1 am forry I cannot be a par- 

^ xaket 



< 
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* taker of it/ faid Mifs Bctfy, who, by 
this time, had contrived an cxcufe* ■ 

* Lord!! what do you mean?— not par- 
take of it]' cried Mifs Airifli, haft ily ;. 

* — fure you would not offer to difap- 
« point us ?* — — Not willingly/ replied 
Mifs Betfy ; * but I was juft going to! 

* fend to let you know, I have received. 

* a mcflage from my elder brother, to 

* come to his houfe, in order to meet 
fomc perfons there, on very extraordi-! 

* nary bufincfs ; — but, I hope,' added 
flie, « that my not going willbe no hiri- 

* drance to the diverfion you propofe.* 

•It would have been none, madam,' 
faid one of the gallants, • if this ^ffembly 

* Were like others j but we are oniv a fe- 

* left company of gay young fellows, , 

* who refolve to try how tar nature may \ 

* be exhilerated by regaling every fenle j 

* at once : — to prevent all quarrels, every 

* man is to bring a lady with him, who 
« is to be his partner in finging, — danc- 

* ingt — playing, — or whatever they j 

* two fhall agree upon — We two,* qon- ' 
tlnued he, * pitched upon the two Mifs , 

* Airiflies, but one of them being gone 

* another way, we thought of you, other- 

* wife we could have found ladies who . 
I would have obliged us.* 

I 5 *Nt\^ 
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• Very likely,* rcpUcd Mi6 Bctfy, < and 
< I fuppofe it may not ydt be too late to 
« feek them.' — ^ * But I had rather have 
•you than all the worW,* cried he, (hat 
Mifs Beefy was mofi: apprehenfive of, 
^ you know I have always fliewri a par- 

* ticular tendre for you j *— thettfore pri- 

* thee,' continued ht, catching her in hb 
arms, and eageirly kiffing her, • my dear 

* girl, fend feme excufe toybUr brother, 

* and kt U3 have you with us/ 

* IJnhand me, my Lord,' cried (he, 
ftrugglijiig to get loofe -, -— • what you 

* aik is impoOible^ for I neither can nor 

* will go* — The refolution with which 
(he fpoke thefe words, and the anger 
which at the fame time fparkled in her 
eyes, made them fee it would be but loft 
labour to endeavour to perfuade her ; — - 
they looked one at another, and were 
confounc^ what to do, 'till Mifs Airifli, 
vexed to the very heart at Mifs Betfy's 
bel»i^our, hit upon an expedient to folve 
up the matter : — * Well,* faid fhe, • fince 
^ Mifs Betfy cannot go, I will introduce 

* your lordlhip to a young lady, who, I 

* am fure, will not refufe us ; — befides, 

* I know (he is at home, for I faw her 

* looking out of her chamber window as 

• wc 
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• wc came by ; — but we muft go dircftly, 
« (bat fhe inay have time to drefs.' 

On this, they both cried with all their 
hearts, and one of them taking her hand 
ikipped down ftairs with ber^ in the fame 
wild way they came up: — the other 
IpUQfyejdf only turnjpg lu^ l^d towards 
MUs 9ciiy, ffj^, ¥i4^.» mi^ious fneer^ 

f * How u(arpg^4e^ now i^ piece of beautv 
' ' ' ftandsr 

Mi& Betfy, thpugh |i;f6c|cntlv piqued^ 
was very glad to get ri/d of tnem^ and 
Che more fo, that by their happening to 
call on her, inftead of her meeung them 
at Mils Airifh's apartment, Ihe had the 
better opportunity of excufing hcrfelf fron^ 
going wl^re they defited. 



M CHAP. 
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C H A P. XV. 

Thi tirriHi cmfeqiuna^ which may poffiUy attend 
§ur placing too great a dependance en ferfom 
wbofe principles we are not well ajfured ofj are 
here eTcemplified^ in a notable a^ of^Uainj 
and hypocrify. 

MISS Bctfy no fooner found herfclf 
alone, than fhc began to refleft very 
y on the prccccding paffagc : i— flbe 
knew very little of thefe two young noble- 
men, yet thought fhe faw enough in their 
behaviour to make any woman, who had 
the Icaft regard for her honour or repu- j 
tation, fearful to truft herfelf with them 
in any place, where both might be fo, 
much endangered \ — (he was, therefore, 3 
very much amazed, that Mifs AirifhT 
(hould run fo great a rifque, and to find 1 
that fhe did fo, joined to fome other^ 
things, which fhe had of late obferved in 
the condud of both the fifters, contributed 
to diminilh the love and efteem fhc once 
had for them. 

She 



' MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS, iffi 

She found, however, too many objefls 
of fatisfaftion in the vifits fhe made to 
thofe ladies, to be willing to break ac- 
quaintance with them, and as fhe doubted 
not but that fhe had highly difobliged the 
one, by not complying with her invitation, 
and that this would infallibly occafion a 
rapture with the other alfo, if not in time 
reconciled, flie went the next morning to 
their apartment, in order to make her 
peace. , 

On her enquiring for that lady, the foot- 
man told her, Ihe was but jufl come home, 
and he believed was going to bed, but he 
would tell the-^<Aamber- maid" fhe was 
there. — * No, — - no,* cried Mifs Betfy, 
« only give my compliments to your lady, 

* and tell her, I will wait on her in the 

* afternoon.* — She was going away with 
thtfe words, but Mifs Airifh, lying on the 
fame floor, heard her voice, and called to 
her to come in. 

Mifs Betfy did as fhe was defired, and 
found her in a much better humour than 
flie expefted. — * O, my dear/ faid fhe, 

* what a night have you loft by not being 
« with us ! — Such a promifcuous enjoy- 
« ment of every thing that can afford de- 

* light or fatisfadlion I — Wcll^ after alU 
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* there is nothing like playing the rake a 
^ litde fomecimes»-^c ^ves fuch a fillup to 
^ the fpirits.* 

* Provided it be innocent, I am of your 

* mind,' replied Mifs Bctfy 5 — • I fup* 
^ pole every thing was managed with de* 

* cency aaioog you/-—* O quite fo,* cried 
the other ; -^* allharmkls libertinifm :-^ 
^ 'tis true, there were were private rooms 1 

* but you know one might chufe whether 

* one would go into them or not.* -r- • I 

* am fure of that/ faid Mifs Betfy : — « I 

* am glad, however, you were fo well 

* pleaied with your entertainment, and 

* equally fb, that you were not hindered 
^ from enjoying it, by my not being able 

* to (hare with you in it/ 

* I am obliged to you, my dear,* re- 
plied Mifs Airifti, — * I was a little vexed 

* with you at firft^ indeed, but knew you 
« could not help it;— .-the lady we called 

* upon went very readily with us, fo as it 

* happened there was no difappointment 

* in the cafe. 

* It was only to be convinced of that,* 
faid Mifs Betfy, * that I came hither thus 

* early 5 but I will now take my leave, 

* — repofe I am fure is neceffary tor you, 

* after fo many waking hours/ — The 



MISS BETSY THOUGHtLESS. iSj 

other did not oppofc her departure, being 
ifl effcft dcfirouis of taking that reft, which 
her exhaulled fpirits wanted* 

Never had Mifs Betry felt within herfelf 
a greater or more fincere fatisfaftion than 
flic now did, for having fo prudently 
avoided falling into inconveniencies, the 
leaft of which, as (he very rightly judged, 
would have been paying too dear a price 
for all the pleafures fhe could have re* 
ceived. 

Sweet indeed are the refleftions which 
flow from a confcioufnefs of having done 
what virtue, and the duty owing to the 
charafter we bear in life exadl from us, 
but poor Mifs Betfy was not to enjoy, for 
any long time, (b happy a tranquility ; — 
fhe was roufed out of this ferenity of mind 
by an adventure of a different kind from 
all fhe had ever yet experienced, and 
which, if fhe were not properly guarded 
againfl, it ought to be imputed rather to 
the unfufpe&ing goodnefs of her heart, 
than to her vanity, or that inadvertency, 
which had occafioned her former mif- 
takes. 

She was fitting near the window, lean- 
ing her arm upon the flab, very deep in 
contemplation, when, heaur\^^covi\x^^^ 
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atjthe door, (he looked out, imagining ic 
might be fomebody to her, and faw Mrs, 

Modely come out ; fhe wondered what 

buGnefs that woman fliould now come 
upon, after the letter fhe had fent her, and 
refolved to chide her for any impertinent 
mcffage (he (hould delivcn 

Mrs; Modely, whofe profe(fion was 
known to the people of the houfe, always 
ran up without any other ceremony than 
a(king if Mifs Bctfy was at home and 
alone : — being now told (he was fo, (he 
flew into the room, with a diftra(flion in 
her countenance which very much furprifed 
Mifs Betfy ; but before (he had time to a(k 
the meaning, the other throwing herfelf 
down in a chair, increafed her aftoniOiment 
by thefe words : 

* O I madam,' cried (he, < I am come 
to tell you of the fad deft accident: — 
poor Sir Frederick Fineer! — O that he 
had never fcen you ! — O that I had never 
meddled between you ! — I am undone, 
that is to be fure, — ruined for ever : — 
I (hall never get another lodger, — nay, 
I believe, I fhall nvVer recover the fright 
I am in/ 

Here (he burft into a violent fit of tears, 
and her fgbs inierrupting the pafTage of 
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her words, gave Mifs Betfy opportunity 
to enquire inco the myftery of her beha- 
viour : * For heaven's fake, what is 

* the matter ?* faid that young lady ; 

* prithee ceafe thefe exclaoiations, and 

* fpeak to be underftood!* 

* Ah, dear Mifi Betfy,' refumed the 
other, • I fcarce know what I fay or do, 

* — poor Sir Frederick has run himfelf 
•quite through the body.' — * What J 

* killed himfelf,' cried Mifs Betfy haftily ? 
-^ * He- is not dead yet,* replied Mrs. 
Modely ; • but there he lies the moft dif- 

* mal objed: that ever tyes beheld : — 

* the agonies of death in his face, — the 

* fword (ticking in his breaft ;. for the 

* furgeon fays, that the moment that is 

* drawn out, his li^ comes with it.* 

Perceiving Mifs Betfy faid nothing, aid 
looked a little troubled, Ihe went on in 
this manner : — « But this is not the worfl 

* I have to tell you. Madam,' continued 
flie, — < his death is nothing ; but it is 
« his foul, — his foul, Mifs Betfy : — .-.- 

* hearing them fay he could not live above 

* three hours at moft, I fent for a parfon, 

* -^and there the good man fits and 

* talks, and argues with him 5 bur, 

* would you think it, he will not pray, 
? — nor be prayed for, — nor confefs his 
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•^fins, — nor fey he is forry for what hc^ 
^ has done, — nor do any thing that is 

* right 'till he has feen you.' 

« Mc ! faid Mifs Betfy, « what would h& 

* fee me for ?' — * Nay^ I know not, -^^ 

* but it is his whim, and he is obftinate,— 
« therefore, my dear Madam, in chriftian 

* charity, and in compaflion to his Ibul, 

* hear what he has to fay/ 

^ What good can I do him by goings 
< Mrs. Modely ?' faid Mils Betfy ■■., 

* none, as to his (hare in this world/ an- 
iwered flie ; — ^ but, dear Madam, con- 
*' fider the other, — think what a fad 

* thing it is for a man to die without the 

* rites of the church ; — IMl warrant he has 
^ fins enough upon him, as xpoQ: young- 

* gentlemen have, and furc you would not 
f be the caufe of his being miferable to all 
^ eternity !* 

^ Indeed, Mrs. Modely, I do. not caro 
« to go,* laid Mifs Betfy. — ^ < The fight 

* is very terrible indeed,' cried the other, 

* but you need not day two minutes, — 

* if you bitt jufii Hep in and fpeak to 
« him, I fancy it will be enough ; — but 

* Ird he nuay be dead while we arc talk- 
^ ing, and if he fiiould leave the world 
^ in this nunnerf I fiiaukl not be able to 
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• 4ivc in my houfe, — — and I have a Jcafe 

• of eleven years to come, — — I (hould 

* think I faw his ghofl in erery room ; 

* — fo dear, dear Mils> Bctfy, for my 

* fake, if not for his, go with me ; — I 
^ came in a hackney-coach for hafte» and 

* it is ftill at the door' 

•^ * Well, Modely, you (hall prevail, 
anfwercd Mils Betfy ; • but you (hall ftay 

• in the room all the time I am there.'-— 

• That you may be fure I will/ returned 
the other ; — « but come, —pray heaven 
f wc are not too late.* 

They (aid little more to each other, 
'till they came to the houfe of Mrs. 
Modedy^ wbeve the firl^ (bund that reached 
the ear» of Mir» Bet(cy» were, groans, 
whichi (eemed to ilRie fromi the mouth of 
a perfon in the pangs^of death. 

Mrs. Modely led her into Sir Frede- 
rick's chamber, which was judicioufly 
cko-ketled; fo as to leave light enough to 
difecrn objedtei yet not fb much as to 
rendet (hem too per^icoous :-«-*Mifs Betfy 
faw him lying on the bed, as Mrs. Modely 
defcribed, with a fword (licking upright 
in his breafl:, — a clergymran, and another 
perfon, who appeared to be the furgeon, 
were fitting near him.—* Mifs Bctfy is 



i88 THE HISTORY OF 

• fo good/ faid Mrs'. Modely, • to come 
« to vifit you. Sir Frederick/ • I 

• am glad of it/ replied he, with a lo^ 
voice, ' — ^pray. Madam, approach.' 

• I am forry. Sir Frederick, to find you 

• have been guilty of fo rafti an aftion,* 
faid Mifs Beefy, drawing towards the bed. 
— * I could not live without you/ re- 
joined, he, • nor would die without leav- 

• ing you as happy as it is in my power 
•to make you ; — I have fettled two 

• thoufand pounds a year upon you, dur- 

• ing your natural life ; — but as I would 

• confult your honour in every thing I 
' do, and people might imagine I made 
< you this fettlement in- confideration of 

• fome favours, which I had too true a 

• regard for you ever to defire, you muft 

• enjoy it as my widow, and with it the 

• title of lady Fineer/ 

Mifs Betfy was fo much amazed at this 

J^ropofal, that fhe had not the power to 
peak 5 but Mrs. Modely cried out, * Was 

• ever any thing fo generous!' — • Truly 
« noble indeed,* added the furgeon, * and 
! worthy of himfelf, and the love he 
« has for this lady.' — - * Blefs me !* faid 
Mifs Betfy, * would you have me marry 

• a dying man ? — You ought. Sir Frede- 

* rick. 
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« rick, to have other thoughts, as you arc 
f going out of the world, 

« Aye, Sir Frederick/ cried the parfon, 

* think of your immortal part.* I 

« can think of nothing,* anfwercd he, 
groaning bitterly, * of my own happinefs, 

* 'till I have fixed that of Mifs Betly's.— 

* Lord, Madam,* cried Mrs. Modcly, 
foftly, ^ you would not be fo mad to re- 

* fufe : — what two thoufand pounds a 
^ year, and a ladylhip with liberty to 
f marry who you will ? 

« This is the moft generous offer I 

* ever heard of,' faid the parfon ; * but 
« I wifh the lady would refolve foon, for 
^ it is high time Sir Frederick (hould pre- 

* pare for another world.* ' He can- 

* not live above an hour,* rejoined the 
furgeon, * even the fword is not with- 

* drawn ; therefore, good Madam, 

f think what you have to do.* 

While they were fpcaking Sir Frede- 
rick redoubled his groans, and they went 
on preffing her to accept the terms he 
offered. — - •Do not plunge a man into 

* a fad eternity, merely for his love to 

* you,* faid the parfon. — * All the wOrld 

* would condemn you, (hould you refufe, 
cried the furgeon. ^— A vit^ HivdAi^ 
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* with two thouland pounds a year/ add« 
cd Mrs. Modely, 

In this manner did they urge her, and 
the parlon getting on the one fide of her, 
and the furgeon on the other, plied her 
fo ciofe with arguments, both on the ad- 
vantages accruing to herfelf, and the com- 
paflion owing from her to a gentleman^ 
who had committed this af): of defp^aa- 
tion on himfelf, merely through his love 
of her, that fhe neither could, nor knew 
how to make any anfwer, whai Sir Fre- 
derick giving two or three grtat groans, 
which fcemed niorc cfcep ihan before,- and 
the fur^geon pretending to take Mifs'^Betfj^'s 
filence for codfent, cried out, * Madam, 

* he is juft going, — we muft be fpeedy.* 
And then turning to the parfon, • E)o6tor,* 
feid he, *^roceed to th;; ceremony, — 

* pafs over the prelude, and begin at the 

* mod: eflential part, elfe my patient won't 

* live to the conclufion.* 

The parfon knew very well what he 

had to do, having his book ready, began 

- at — « Sir Frederick Fineer, Baronet, wilt 

* thou have this woman to be thy wedded 

* wife ?• — and fo on. — To which Sir 
Frederick anfwered, in the fame difmal 
accents he had hitherto Ipoken, • 1 will.' 
— 'Then the parfonturning to Mifs Betfyj 
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faid, ^'Betfy Thoughtlefs, wilt thou have 
< this man to be thy wedded hufband ?' 
— and fo forth. — Mifs Betfy in the con- 
fufion of her mind, not well knowing 
what (he faid, or did, replied in the at- 
firaiatire, on which he was hurrying 
over the reft of the ceremony, but (he 
recolleding berfelf, cried out, •— ^ Hold, 
■* Ao&oTi I cannot be married in this 

* manner/ But he feemed not to re- 
gard her words, but read on, and the 
hirgeon taking hold of her hand, and 
foining it with Sir Frederick's held it in 
^ite of her refiftance, 'till the ring was 
forced upon her finger. 

This aftion fo incenfed her« that the 
infbnt (he got her hand at liberty, (he 
plucked off the ring, and threw it on the 
ground : — 'What do you mean,' faid 
(he ? — * Do you think to compel me to 

* a marriage ? — Modely, you have not 

* ufed me well.* With thcfe words (he 

was turning to go out of the room, but 

Ecrceived, not 'till then, that Mrs. Modely 
nd (lipped out, and that the door was 
'locked ;— (he then began to call, ^ Mrs. 
« Modely,-* Mrs. Medely :' to which ik> 
anfwer was made. 

* Come, come, Madam,* faid the fur- 
geon, «thispalBonwiU'aTaU'^oOitvf>^v&%\ 
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* — you are eflFeaually married, what- 

* ever you may imagine to the contrary/ 

♦ Yes, yes,' rejoined the parfon, « the 
•ceremony is good and firm : I will 

• Hand to whac I have done before any 

« Bifhop in England.* * There wants 

« only confummation,* cried the furgeon, 

• and that we mult leave the bridegroom 
^ to compleat -before he dies.* — -^ With 
tbefe words they both went out, making 

' the door fail: after them. 

Mifs Betfy made ufe of her utmoft 
efforts to pafs at the fame time they did, 
but they pufhed her back with fo much 
violence, as almoft threw her down, and 
Sir Frederick at the fame time jumping 
off the bed, and throwing away the fword, 
which flie imagined flieathed in his body, 
catched her fuddenly in his arms. 

*Tis hard to fay, whether rage for the 
impofition (he now found had been prac- 
tifed on her, or the terror for the danger 
flie was in, was the paffion now moft pre- 
dominant in the foul of Mifs Betfy ; but 
both together ferved to infpire her with 
unufual itrength and courage. 

* Your refiftance is in vain,* cried he, 
< you are my life, and as fuch I (hall 
* ej)joy you : — no matter whether with 
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* your will or. not.' — She made no an- 
fwcr to thefc words; but collefting all 
her force, fprung from him, and catch* 
ing hold of one of the polls at the bed's 
foot, clung fo faft round it, that all his 
endeavours to remove her thence were 
ineflFeftual for fome moments, though thcr 
rough means he made ufe of for that 
purpofe, were very near breaking both 
her arms. ^ 

Breathlefs at laft, however, with the 
continual (hrieks fhe had fent out for help, 
and the violence fhe had fuflained by the 
vcfForts of that' abandoned wretch, who 
had as little regard to the tendernefs of 
her fcx, as to any other principle of hu- 
manity, fhe fell almoft tainting on the 
floor, and was on the point of becoming 
.aiviftim to the moft wicked ftratagem 
•that, ever was invented, when on a fudden 
the door of the chamber was burft open, 
rand a min with his fword drawn, at that 
inftant ruChod jn upon them. 

• Monfter ! cried he that entered, what 
•^aa.'of ivillainy are you about to per- 
^ petrate ?• -*— Mife Betfy rifing from the 

* ground at the fame time, faid to him, 

* — Oh ! whoever you are, that Heaven 
« has fent to my deliverance, fave me, I 

* -conjure you> from that honvd vi^w^I 
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« — ^Fcar nothing, madam,* anfwered he. 
He had time for no more; the intended 
raviflier had inatched up his fword, and 
was advancing cowards him with thde 
words, * That woman is my wife,' laid 
he ; * how dare any one interfere between 
« us ?•— * O, 'tis falfe ;— 'tis falfe f believe 
* him not,* cried Mifs Bctfy. — Her pio- 
tedor made no reply, but flying at lus 
antagonift, immediately clofed with him, 
and wrenched the fword out of his hand, 
which throwing oh the ground, he let his 
foot upon, and fnapped it in pieces. 

The obfcurity of the room, joined t» 
the excelfive agitations Mils BctTy was in, 
had 'till now hindered her from difcover«* 
ing, either by the voice or perfon, who it 
was to whom Ihe owed her iafety ^ on bis 
drawing back one of the window curtains 
to give more light into the place, that he 
might fee with whom he had been en- 
gaged, (he prefently faw, to her great 
amazement knd confufion, that her deli- 
vcrer was no other than Mr. Trueworth. 

But how great foever was her aftonilh«* 
ment, that of Mr. Trucworth was not 
lefs, when looking on the face of the pre* 
tended Sir Frederick Fineer, he jirefently 
knew him to be a fellow, who had fervea 
in quality of valet de chambre to a gen- 
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deman he was acquainted with in FrancCt 
who had robbed his maftert and only 
through his lenity and compaflion had 
avoided the puni&ment his crimes de« 
ierved« 

« Rafcal, cried Mr. Trueworth, have 
< you efcaped breaking on the wheel at 

• raris, to attempt deeds more deferring 

• death in England!' — The wretclu who 
BithertD had behaved with a very lofty air» 
now finding he was difcovered, fell at Mr. 
Trueworth's feet, and begged he would 
have mercy on him ; — alledged, that 
what he had done was occafioned by 
meer neceflity; — faid, he was told the 
lady had a great fortune, and might be 
eafily gained, and fuch like ftuff, which 
putting Mr. Truewoith beyond all pa- 
ttence, he gave him three or four blows 
with the flat of his fword^ before he 
Iheathed it, faying at the fame time,— r 

• Execrable dog! — if thou wcrt not 

• unworthy of death from any hand but 

• that of the common hangman, thou 
« fhould not live a moment to boaft th^ 

• leaik acquaintance with this lady/ — • 
Then turning to Mifs Betfy, who was 
half dying with the various emotions fhe 
was pofleffed of : — * Madam, faid he, 
^ 1 will not aflc by what means you came 

• into this villain*s company, otA^ ^^* 

K a ^ vs\vt 
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* mit me to condu6t you hence, and fee 

* you fafely home.' 

Mifs Betfy was feized with fo violent a 
fit of trembling through all her frame, that 
flie had neither voice to thank him, for 
the extraordinary affiftanoe (he had received 
from him, nor ftrength enough to bear her 
down flairs, if he had not with the greateft 
politenefs and moft tender cafe, fupported 
her at every ftep fhe took. 

They found no creature below 5 the 
houfe feemed as if fo^faken by all its inha- 
bitants ; but the parlour door being open, 
Mr. Trueworth placed his fair charge in 
an eafy chair, while he ran to find fome- 
body to get a coach. 

After much knoc]cing and calling, Mrs. 
Modely came out of a back room, into 
that where Mifs Betfy was. — As foon as 
that young lady faw her, — * Oh, Mrs. 

* Modely, cried fhe, I could not have 

* believed you would have betrayed me 

* in this cruel manner.* * B!efs me ! 

^ madam, replied fhe, in a confufion, 

* which fhe in vain endeavoured to con- 

* ceal , — ' I know not what you mean*— 

< I betray you ! — When you were talk- 

* ing with Sir Frederick I was fent for out, 

< >~when I came back, indeed, I faw the 
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* parfon and furgcon pafs through the 

* entry in a hurry, and at the fame time 
« hearing a great noifc, was going up as 
« foon as I had pulled off my things ; 

* but I hope, continued fhe, in a whin- 

* ing tone, nothing has happened to my 

* dear Mifs Betfy.* — * Whatever has hap- 

* pened, faid Mr. True worth, fiercely, will 

* bt enquired into ; — in the mean time, alF 

* we require of you is to fend fomcbody 

* for a coach.' 

Mrs. Modely then ringing a bell, a 
maid ferrant appeared, and what Mr. 
Trueworth had requcfted was immedi- 
ately performed; but, though Mifs Betly 
now faw herfelf fafe from the mifchief 
which had fo lately threatened her, (he 
had ftill emotions very terrible to fuftain, 
and would have, doubtlefs, thrown her 
into a fwoon, if not vented in a violent 
flood of tears. 

Being arrived at the houfe where Mifs 
Bctfy lodged, juft as Mr. Trueworth Was 
helping her out of the coach, they were 
met by the two Mr. 1 houghtlefs*s com- 
ing out of the door : — they ftarted back 
at a fighr, which, it muft be confeffed, 
had fomething very alarming in it ; — 
they beheld their filler all pale and trem- 
bling; — her eyes half drowned \a t^^x^^ 
K 2 --V^^ 
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•—her garments torn, — her hair bangif^ 
loofely wild about her neck and face,^^ 
every token of defpair about her, — and 
in this condition conduced by a gentleman, 
a ftranger indeed to the one, but known 
by the other to have been once paflionately 
in love with her, might well occafion odd 
fort of apprehenfions in both the brothers, 
cfpecially in the yoynger^ 

The fudden fight of her brothers, made 
a frefh attack on the already fo much 
weakened fpirits of Mifs Betfy, and Ihe 
would have funk on the threfhold of 
tiie door, as Mr. Trueworth quitted her 
hand, in order to prefent it to Mr. Francis, 
if the elder Mr. Thoughtlefs, feeing her 
totter, had not that inftant catched her in 
his arms. 

• Confufion ! cried Mr. Francis, what 

* does all this mean ? — Trueworth, is it 

* thus you bring my fifter home ?•*-.*! 

* am heartily forry for the occafion,* — • 
faid Mr. Trueworth, • fince' — He was 
going one, but Mr, Francis, fired with a 
miftaken rage, prevented him, crying out, 
' 'Sdeath, fir, how came you with my 

* fifter ? *-^ Mr. Trueworth, a little pro- 
voked to find the fervice he had done fo 
ill requited, replied in a difdainful tone — 

* She will inform yoU|— after that, if 
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* you have any farther demands upon me, 
« you know where I am to be found ; — 

* 1 have no leifure now to anfwer your 

* interrogatories/ 

With thefc words he ftept haftily into 
the coach, and ordered to be drove to the 
two red lamps in Golden-fquare. 

Mifs Betfy's fenfes were entirely loft for 
ibme monients, fo that fhe knew nothing 
of « what pafied.—* Mr. Francis hearing 
what diredions Mr. True worth had given 
tbe coachman, was for following him and 
fbrcing him to an explanation, bue the ^ 
ddcr Mr* Thoughilefs prevailed on him 
to ftay 'till they (hould hear what their 
fitter would fay on this affair. 

She was carried into her apartment, 
rather dead than alive, but being laid on 
a fettee, and proper means applied, ihe 
foon returned to a condition capable of 
fadsfying their curiofity. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
ff^tll not tirt the reader. 

MISS Betfy having her heart and bead 
full of the obligation (he had to 
Mr. Trueworth, and on the firft difcovery 
of her fenfes, thinking he was ftill near her, 
cried out, — * Oh ! Mr. Trueworth, how 

* (hall I thank the goodnefs you have 

* fliewn me ! I have no words to do 

' it ; — it is from my brothers you muft 

* receive thofe demonftrations of grati- 

* rude, which are not in my power to 

* yve.' 

The brothers looked fometimes on her, 
and fometimes on each other, with a good 
deal of furprize all the time (he was fpcak- 
ing, 'till perceiving fhe had done, — ' To 

* whom are you talking ,fifter ?' faid Mr. 
Francis, * here is nobody but my brother 

* and myfelf.' 

^ Blefs me V^ cried (he, looking round 
the room, * how wild my head is!* — 

* I knew not where A was, — I thought 
myfelf ftill in the houfe of that wicked 

* woman that betrayed me, and faw my 



c 
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* generous deliverer chaftifing the monftcr 

* that attempted my dcftrudion/ 

« Who was that monfter?' demanded 
the elder Mr. Thoughtlefs, haftily. — 

* A villain without a name, faid (he, 

* for that of Sir Frederick Fineer was but 

* affumed, to hide a common cheat !— 

* a robber!' — • And whoi fay you, re- 

* joined Mr. Francis, was your deliverer?* 

* Who, but that beft of men ! anfwered 

* (he, Mr. Trucworth! — O brothers, 

* if you have any regard for me, or for 

* the honour of our family, you can ne- 

* ver too much revere, or love the 
« honour, and the virtue; of that worthy 

* man * 

. • You fee, Frank, how greatly you 

* hav^ been to blame, faid the elder Mr. 

* Thoughtlefs, and how much more fb 

* you might have been, if I had not dif- 

* fwaded you from following that gentle- 

* man, who, I now perceive, was the fa- 

* viour, not the invader of our Gfter*s in- 

* nocence.* — *Iblu(h, replied Mr. Francis, 

* at the remembrance of my rafhntffe,— 

* I ought, indeed, to have known True- 

* worth better.* 

There paflld no more between them on 
this fubject ; but on finding Mifs Bctfy 
K 5 ^\^^i 
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grew more compofed, and able to con* 
tinue a converfation, diey obliged her to 
repeat the particulars *of what had hap- 
pened to her, which (he accordingly did, 
with the greateft veracity ' imaginable, 
omitting nothing of moment in the ihock- 
ing narrative. 

The calling to mind a circumftance fo 
deteftable to her natural delicacy, threw 
her, however, into fuch agonies, which 
made them think it their province, rather 
to confole her under the afflidion flie had 
fuftained, than to chide her for the inad^ 
vertency that had brought it on her. 

They flayed fupper with her, which, to 
fave her the trouble of ordering, Mr. 
Thoughtlefs went to an adjacent tavern, 

and gave direftions for it himfclf, 

made her drink feveral glaffes of wine, 
and both of them did every thing in their 
power to chear and reftore her fpirits to 
their former tone ; after which they retired 
and left her to enjoy what repofe the pre- 
fent anxieties of her mind would permit 
her to take. 

Though the condition Mifs Betfy was 
in, made thefe gentlemen treat her with 
the above-mentioned tendernefs, yet both 
©f them were highly incenfed againft her, 

for 
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for fo undadvifedly encouraging the pre- 
tenfions of a man, wbofe charaAer (he 
knew nothing ot, but from the mouth of 
a little mantua-maker : — ^^hcr confcnt- 
ing to fup with him at the houfe of that 
woman, and afterwards running with her 
into bis very bed-chamber, were anions, 
which to them feemed to have no ex- 
cufe. 



Mr. Francis, as of the two having the 
moft tender affcdion for her, had the moft 
deep concern in whatever related to her : 
— .♦ If fhe were cither a fool, faid he,ftamp- 

* ing with extreme vexation, or of a vi- 

* cious inclination, her conduft would 

* leave no room for wonder j — but for a 

* girl, who wants neither wit nor virtue, 
to expofe herfelf in this manner, ha^ 

* fjmething in it inconfiftent ! — unnatural! 

* — monftrous !* 



c 



* I doubt not, cried he again, if the 

• truth could be known, that it was fomc 

• fuch ridiculous adventure as this, that 

• loft her the afFedion of Mr, True worth, 

• though her pride and his honour joined 

• to conceal it.* 

The elder Mr. Thoughtlefs was entirely 
of his brother's opinion in all thefc poii;ts, 
and both of them now were more con- ^ 
K 6 ^vcw^^ 
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firmed than ever, that marriage was the 
only fure guard for the reputation of a 
young woman of their filler's temper. — 
Mr. Munden had been there the day be- 
fore, and, as he told Mifs Betfy he 
would do, declared himfelf to them*, fo 
it was refolved between them, that if, on 
proper enquiry, his circumftaiices (hould 
be found fuch as he faid they were^ ' to 
<;lap up the wedding with all imaginable 
expedition. 

But no bufinefs, how important or per- 
plexing foever it may be, can render gra- 
titude and good manners forgotten, or 
neglefted, by perfons ot underftanding 
and politeneh: theie gentlemen thought 
a vifit to Mr. Thoughtlefs neither could 
or ought to be difpenfed with, in order 
to make him thofe acknowledgments the 
fervice he had done their fifter demanded 
from them. 

Accordingly, the next morning Mr. 
Thoughtlefs, accompanied by his brother, 
went in his own coach, which he made 
b^ got ready, as well in refpeft to him- 
felf, as to the perfon he was going to 
vifit. 

They found Mr. Trueworth at home, 
who, "doubtltfs, was not without fome 
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cxpeftation of their coming , — on their 
fending up their names, he received them 
at the top of the ftair cafe with fo grace- 
ful an affability, and fwef^tnefs in his air» 
as convinced the elder Mr. T hough tlefs, 
that the high character his brother Frank 
had given ot that gentleman was far from 
exceeding the bounds of truth. 

It is certain, indeed, that Mr. True- 
worth, fince the ecclaircifement of the 
Denham affair, had felt the fevereft re- 
morfe within himfelf, for having given 
credit to that wicked afperfion caft upon 
Mifs Betfy, and the refiedion that for- 
tune had now put it in his power to at- 
tone for the wrong he had been guilty of 
to that lady, by the late fervice he had 
done her, gave a fecret fatisfaftion to his 
mind, that diffufed itfelf through all his 
air, and gave a double fprightlinefs to 
thofe eyes, which, by the report of all 
who ever faw him, flood in need of no ad-' 
dition to their luftre. 

The elder Mr. Thoughtlefs having 
made his compliments on the occafion, 
which had brought him thither, the 
younger advanced, though with a look 
fomewhat more downcaft than ordinary ; 
— « 1 know, not fir,* iaid he, < whether 
* any teftimonies of the gratitude I owe 
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* you will be acceptable, after the folly 
« into^ which a miuaken rage tranfported 

* me laft night/ — « Dear Frank/ cried 

* Mr. Trueworth fmiling, and giving him 
his hand, in token of a perfedi: reconci* 
llatton^ * none of thcfe formal fpecches, — 

* wc know each other, — you arc by na- 
^ tufc warm, and the little philofophy I 

* am mafter of, makes me think what- 
« ever is born with us pleads its own ex* 

* cufe ; — bcQdes, to fee me with your 
« fitter in the condition (he then was, en- 

* tirely juftifies your miftake/ — r * Dear 

* Truewprth,' replied the other, em- 
^ bracing him, you are born every way to 

* overcome.* 

Mr. Thoughtlefs returning to feme ex- 
preflions of his fenfe of the obligation he 
had conferred upon their whole family : 
— ' Sir, I have done no more,' faid Mr. 
Trueworth, * than what every man of 

* honour would think himfelf bound to 
« do for any woman in the like diftrefs^ 

* much more for a lady fo deferving as 
« Mifs Betfy Thoughtlefs. — I happened 

* almoft miraculouny to be in the fame 
' houfe with her when fhe ftood in need 

* of affiftance, and I (hall always place 

* the day in which my good ilars con- 

* dudted me to the rcfcue of her innocence 

* among 
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' among the moft fortunate ones of my 
' whole life. 

In the courfe of their converfetion, the 
brothers fatisfied Mr, Trucworth*s cu- 
riofity^ by acquainting him with the means - 
by which their fifter bad been feduced into 
the danger he had lb happily delivered 
her from, and Mr. Trueworth in his turn 
informed them of the accident that had 
fo feafonabiy brought him to her relief; 
which latter, as the reader is yet ignorant 
of, 'tis proper fliould be related, v , 

• Having fent,* faid he^ « for my 

* fteward to come to town, on account 

* of fome leafes I am to fign, the poor 
^ man had the misfortune to break his 

* leg as he was ftepping out of the ftage* 
^ coach, and was carried diredtly to Mrs. 

* Modcly's, where, it feems, he has for- 
« mcrly lodged •, — this cafualty obliged 
« me to go to him : — as a maid-fervant 

* was (hewing me to his room, which is 
' up two-pair of ftairs, I heard the ruft- 

* ling of filks behind me, and cafting my 

* eyds over the banifter, I faw Mifs Betfy, 

* and a woman with her, who I fince 

* found was Mrs. Modely,, pafs haftily 
< into a room on the firlt Boor. 
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« A curiofity,' continued he, « which I 

* cannot very well account for, induced 

* mc to a(k the nurfe who attends my 

* fteward, what lodgers there were be- 

« low ?* To which fhe replied, that 

they faid he was a baronet, but that fhe 
Jbelieved nothing oi it, for tiie two fel- 
lows that pafled for his fervants were al« 
ways with him, and fhe believed eat at 
the fame table, for they never dined in 
the kitchen ; — • befides,' faid fhe, « I 

* have feen two or three fhabby, ill looked 

* men, that have more the appearance of 

* pick- pockets, than companions for a 
^ gentleman, come after him *, and, in- 

* deed, I believe he is no better than a 

* rogue himfelf / 

< Though I was extremely forry/ pur- 
fued Mr. Trueworth, * to find Mifs Betfy 
f fhould be the guefl of fuch a perfon, 
« yet I could not forbear laughing at the 

* dcfciiption this woman gave of him; 
' which, however, proved to be a very 

* juft one. — I had not been there above 

* half an hour before I heard the fhrieks 
« of a woman, and fancied, the voice of 
' Mifs Bctfy, though I had never heard 

* ic made ufe of in that manntr; i 

' went however to the flop of the flair- 
< cafe, where hearing the cries redoubJcd, 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 209 

* I drew my fword, and ran down ; the 
< door of the chamber was locked, but 
« fctting my foot againft it, I eafily burft 

• it open, and believe entered but juft in 
^ time to fave the lady from violation. 

* On feeing the face,' added he, * of 
this pretended baronet, I immediately 
knew him to be a fellow that waited on 
a gentleman I was intimate with at 
Paris, — What his real name is I either 
never heard or have forgot; for his 
matter never called him by any other 
than that of Quaint, on account of the 
romantic and afFefted manner in which 
he always fpoke : — the rafcal has a 
little fmattering of Latin, and I believe 
has dipped into a good many of the 
ancient authors ; — he feemed indeed to 
have more of the the fop than the knave 
in him, but he foon difcovered himfelf 
to be no lefs the one than the other, for 
he ,ran away from his mafter, and rob- 
bed him of things to a confiderable va- 
lue ; — he was purfued and taken, but 
the gentleman permitted him to make 
his efcape, without delivering him into 
the hands of juftice.* 

After this mutual recapitulation, the 
two brothers began to confidcr what was 

to 
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to be done for the chaftlfement of the irtl- 
lain, as the profecuting hitn by law would 
c)cpofe their lifter's folly, and prove the 
moft mortal (lab that could be given to 
her reputation ; — the one was for cutting 
off his cars, — the other for pinning him 
againft the wall of the very chamber 
where he had offered the infolt -, to which 
Mn Trueworth replied, • I muft confefs 
^ his crime deferves much more than 
« your keeneft refentments can inflift j but 

* thefc are puniihments which are only 

* the prerogative of law, to which, as you 

* rightly judge, it would be improper to 

* have recourfe : — I am afraid therefore 

* you muft content yourfelvcs with barely 
« caning him : — that is,* continued he, 
« if he is yet in the way for it, but I 

* (hrewdly fufpeft he has before now 

* made off, as well as his confederates, 

* the parfon, and the furgeon ; — how- 

* ever I think it would be right to go to 

* the houfe of this Modely, and lee what 
« is to be done.* 

To this they both readily agreed, and 
they all went together-, but as they were 
going. — « O ! what eternal plagues,* faid 
Mr. Francis, « has the vanity of this girl 
« brought upon all her friends ?* — * You 

* will ftill be making too hafty refli^ftions,* 

cried 
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cried Mr. Trucworth ; — * I hope to fe# 
* Mifs Betfy one day as much ouc-fhine 
^ the grcatcft part of her fex in prudence, . 
^ as (he has always done in beauty/ 

By this time they were at Mrs. Modely's 
door; but the maid, whom flie had tu- 
tored for the purpofe, told them that Sir 
Frederick Fineer was gone :— that he would 
not pay her miftrefs for the lodgings, be- 
cauie fhe had fufiered him to be inter- 
rupted in them ; — and that (he was fick 
in bed with the fright of what bad hap- 
pened, and could not be fpoke to. 

On this Mr. Trueworth ran up to his 
fieward's chamber, not doubting but he 
Ihould there be certainly informed whether 
the mock baronet was gone or not ; <-«-tbe 
two Mr. Tboughtlefies waited in the par-- 
lour 'till his return, which was imme* 
diately, with intelligence, that the wretcli 
had left the houfe foon after himfelf had 
conduced Mifs Betfy thence. 

They had now no longer any buCnefs * 
here ; but the elder Mr. Thoughtlefs 
could not take leave of Mr. Trueworth 
without intrcating the favour of feeing 
him at his houfe : to which he replied, 
that he believed he Ihould not ftay long 
in town, and while he did fo, had bufi* 
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nefs that very much engrofled his timcj 
but at his return Ihould rejoice in an op- 
^rttmity of cultivating a friendfhip with 
him. — With this, and fome other Com- 
pliments they feparated ; — the two bro- 
thers went home, and Mr. Trueworch 
went where his inclinations led him. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Lrue in deaths — ^ an example rather to he iVOH'' 
dered at than imitated^ 

ON Mr. Trueworth's going to Sir 
Bazirs, he found the two ladies 
with all the appearance of the moft poig- 
nant grief in cheir faces : — Mrs. WeUair's 
eyes were full of tears, but thofe of her 
lovely liftci feemcd to flow from an ex* 
hauftlefs fpring. 

This was a ftrange phoenomenon to Mr. 
Trueworth \ — it ftruck a fudden damp 
upon the gaiety of his fpirits, and he had 
but juft recovered his furprife enough to 
afk the meaning, when Mrs. Wellair pre- 
vented him, by ftying, * O! Mr. True- 
< worth, we have a melancholy account 

* to give you ; —poor Mrs. Blanchfield is 

• no more.* 
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• Dead ! — cried he. — - * Dead/ re- 
peated Mifs Harriot ; — •but the man- 

* ner of it will affcft you moft.* — 'A 

* much lefs motive,* replied he, ' if ca- 
^ pable of giving pain to you, muft cer- 

* tainly aflPeft me;.— but I befeech you, 

* madam,* continued he, * keep me not 
•in fufpence.* 

• You may remember,! faid Mifs Har- 
riot, fighing, * that fome time ago we told 

you, that Mrs, Blanchfield had taken 
leave of us, and was gone down to 
Windfor : — it fcems fhe had not been 
long there before fhe was feized with a 
diforder, which the phyficians term a 
fever on the fpirits : — whatever it was, 
fhe lingered in it for about three weeks, 
and died yefterday ; — fome days be- 
fore fhe fent for a lawyer, and difpofed 

of her effefts by will : fhe alfo 

wrote a letter to me, which laft fhe put 
into the hands of a maid, who has lived 
with her almofl from her infancy, bind- 
ing her by the mofl folemn vow to deli- 
ver to me as foon as pofTible after fhe 
was dead, and not 'till then on any mo- 
tive whatfoever. 

• The good creature,* • purfued Mifs 
Harriot, * hurried up to town this mori^T^ 
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* ingy to perform her lady's laft bjuinc; 

* tions : — this is the letter I received 

* from her,' continued fhe, taking it out 
of her pocket, and prefenting it to him,-r 
^ read it, and join with us in lamenting 

* the fatal efFeds of a paflion people take 

* fo much pains to inj^ire/ 

The impatience Mr. Trueworth was in 
for the full explanation of a myftery, 
which, jperhaps, he had fome guels into 
the truth of, hindred him from making 
any ^anfwer to what Mifs Harriot had fdd 
upon the occafion;— he haftily opened 
the letter, and found in it thefe lines : 

To Mils Harriot Loveit. 

•Dear Happy Friend, 

< A S my faithful Lucy at the fanle 
time fhe delivers this into your hands, 
brings you alfo the intelligence of my 
death ; the fecret it difcovers cannot 
raife in you any jealous apprchenfions ; 
— I have been your rival, my dear Har- 
riot, but when I found you were mine, 
wiflied you not to lofe what I would 
have given the world, had I been mif- 

trefs of it, to have gained ; the firfl: 

moment I faw the too agreeable Mr. 
Trueworth, fomething within told me, 
he was my fate , -^ that according as I 
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« peared in his eyes, I mud either be 
« happy or no more ; — ^it has proved the 

* latter, --* death has feized. upon my 
^ heart, but cannot drive my palfion 

* thence : . whether I (hall carry it beyond 

< the grave I (hall know before this 

* reaches you, but at prefent I think it is 

* fo incorporated with my immortal parr, 

< as not to be feparated by the di(rolutioii 
i of my frame. 

^ r will not pretend to have had fo 
much command pver myfelf, as to re- 
frain taking any ftep for the forwarding 
my defires ^ before I was convinced of 
his attachment to you, I caufed a let- 
ter to be wrote to him, making him an 
offer of the heart and fortune of a 
perfoo^ unnamed indeed, but mentioned 
as one doC altogether unworthy of his 
acceptance :«— this he anfwe^ed as re- 
queued, and irig^nuoufly confefled, that 
the whole afFeftions of his foul were al- 
ready devoted to another. — I had then 
ho more tQ do with hope, nor had any 
thing to attempt but the concealing my 
de(pair ; — this made me quit London, 
and all that was valuable to me in it. 
— ^ I flattered myfelf, alas ! that time 
and abfence would reftore my rea(bn ; 
— but, as I faid before, my doom was 
I fixed, -^ irrevocably fixed ! and I fooa 
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^ found, by a thoufand fymptoms of an 

* inward decay, that to be fenfiblc of that 
^ angelic man's perfcAions, and to livfe 

* without him, are things incompatible in 
« nature; — even now while T am wri- 

* ting, I feel the icy harbingers of deadi 

* creep through my veins, benumbing as 
« they pafs -, — foon, — very foon fhall I 

* be reduced t9 a cold lump of fenfclefi 

* clay ; indeed I have now no wifti for 

* life, nor bufinefs to tranfaA below. — 

* I have fettled my worldly affairs, and 
« difpofed of the effefts that heaven has 

* bleffed me with, to thofe I think moft 

* worthy of them. — My Jaft will is in 
« the hands of Mr. Markland the lawyef, 

* — I hope he is an honeft man j but leaft 

* he fhould prove otherwife, let Mr. Truc- 

* worth know, I have made him matter 

* of half that fortune, which once Ilhould 

* have rejoiced to have laid wholly at his 

* feet ; — all my jewels I entreat you to 

* accept, — they can add nothing to your 

* beauty, but may ferve to ornament your 

* wedding garments ; — Lucy has them 
« in her polfeffion, and will deliver them 

* to you. 



( 



And now, my dear Mifs Harriot, I 
have one favour to beg of you, and that 
is, that you exert all the influence your 
* merits claim over the heart of Mr. True- 



c 
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worthy CO engage him to accompany 
YOU in feeing me laid in the earth. — £ 
know your gentle generous nature too 
well to doubt you will deny me this re- 
queft» and the very ide^ that you will 
afkt and he will grant, gives, methinks, 
a new vigour to my enfeebled fpirits. 
«>»0! if departed fouls are permitted, 
as fome (ay they are, to look down on 
what pafles beneath the moon, hpw will 
mine triumph, — - how exult to fee my 
poor remsuns thus honoured ! — thus at* 
tended ! — I can no more but this, — - 
may you make happy the bed of men, 
and may he make you the happieft of 
women. — — Farewel,-—^ eternally fare- 
well, *--* be aflfured, that as I lived, fo I 
dicy 

• With the greatcft fincerity, 

< Dear Mifs Harriot, 

* Your's, &c. 

< J. Blakchfield; 

* P.S. Be fo good to give my laft adieus 

* to my dear Mrs« Wellaii ; -~ (he will 
^ .^ find I have not forgot her, nor my 

* Dttle godibn, in my bequefts/ 



OL, Mu L \^.^^ 
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How would the vain, unthinking fop 
have exulted on fuch a proof of his ima- 
gined merit ? how would the fordid 

iavaritious man, in the pleafure of finding 
fo unexpe&ed an acceffion to his wealth, 
have forgot' aH compaflion for the hand 
that gave it ! — Mr. Trueworth, on the 
contrary, bluihed at having fo much more 
lifcribed to him, than he would allow 
himfelf to think he deferved, and would 
gladly have been deprived of the beft part 
of his fortune, rather than have received 
an addition to it by fuch fatal means. 

The accident, however, was fo aftoniih* 
ing to him, that he fcarce believed it real, 
nor could what he read in the letter un« 
der her own hand, nor aU Mrs, Wellair, 
and Mifs Harriot alledged, perfuade him 
to think, at lead: to acknowledge, that 
the ladv's death was owing to a hopeleis 
flame U)r him. 

While they were fpeaking Sir Bazil came 
in; --he had been at home when his 
filler received the letter, and had heard 
what Lucy faid of her miftrefs's indifpo- 
fition, and was therefore no ftranger to 
any part of the affair, 

n. * Well 
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« Well, Trueworth,* faid he to that 
gpntlematiy / I have often endeavoured to 

* emulate, and have even envied the great 

< talents you are nsiafter of, but am now 
^ reconciled, to nature for not beftowing 
^ them on me, left they might prove of 
^ the fame ill confequences to fome women 
« as your*& has been to Mrs. Blanchfield/ 

* Dear Sir Bazil,* replied Mr. True- 
worth, ^ do not attempt to force me into 
^ an imagination, which would render me 
^ at once both vain and wretched. — -^ 

* Chance might direft the partial inclina- ^ 

* tion of this lady to have kinder thoughts 
^ of me than I could either merit or re- 
' turn;^^ but I fliould be loch to believe, 

< that they have produced the fad event 

* we now lament. 

* I am of opinion, indeed^' iaid Sir Ba- 
zil, * that there are many who deceive 
« themfelves, as well as the world, in this 

< point. — People are apt to miftake that 

* for love, which is only the effe£t of 

* pride for a difappointment ; but it would 

< oe unjuft to fuppofe this was the cafe 

* with Mrs. Blanchfield : — the generoi^s 

* legacy (he has bequeathed to you, and 

* the tendcrncfs with which (he treats my 

* fxftcr, leaves no room to fufpcft her foul 
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^ was tainted with any of thofe turbulent 
'emotions, which difgrace the name of 
' love, and yet are looked upon as the 
^ confequence of that pafEon ; «— flie 

* knew no jealoufy, — harboured no re- 

* venge, — the affection fhe had for you 

* was fitnple and fmccre, and meeting no 
^ return preyed only upon herfelf^ and by 
' degrees confumed the fprings of life/ 

• I am glad, however,' faid the elder 
fitter of Sir Bazil, « to find that Mr. Truc- 
^ worth has nothing to reproach himfelf 
with, on this unhappy fcore , -— fome 

* men, on receiving a letter of the nature 
^ he did, would through mere curiofity of 
^ knowing on whole account it came, have 

* fent an anfwer of encouragement ; — it 

* muft be owned, therefore, that the com- 

* mand he had over himfelf in this aft of 

* gencrofiy, to his unknown admirer, de- 
< manded all the recompence in her power 

* to make/ 

Mr. Trueworth, whofe modefty had 
been fuHiciently wounded in this conver- 
lation, hattily replied, ^ Madam, what 

* you by an cxcefs of goodneis are pleafcd 

* to call generofity, was, in efFeft, no 

* more than a piece of common honcfty : 

* — the man capable of deceiving a wo- 
« man, who^ regards him, is no lefs a 

* xillain 
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« villain, than he who defrauds his neigh- 

• hour of the ca(h intruded into his hand.^ . 
€ ... the unfortunate Mrs. Blanchfieid did 
« me the honour to depend on my fioce- 

• rity and fecrecy ; -— I did but my ducy 
•in obfcrving both, —and fhe, in lo 

• highly over-rating that aft of duty, 
« (hewed indeed the magnanim'ty of her 

• own mind, but adds no merit to mine.' 

• 1 could almoil wilh it did nos* faid 
Mifs Harriot, fighing« — ' Madam *' cried 
Mr. Trueworth, looking earneftly on her, 
as not able to comprehend what (he meant 
by thefc words.— • Indeed,' refumed fhe, 

• I could almoft wi(h, that you were a 
« little lefs deferving than you are, fince 

• the efteem you enforce is of fo dange- 

• rous a kind/— She uttered this with 
fo incxpreffible a tendernefs in her voice 
and eyes, that he could not reftrain him- 
felf from kilfing her hand in the moft 
paflionate manner, though in the prefencc 
of her brother and fitter, crying, at the 
fame time, • I defire no more of the 

• world's efteem, than juft fo much as may 

• defend my lovely Harriot from all blame, 

• for receiving my addrefTcs.* 

They afterwards fell into fome difcourfc 
concerning what was really deferving ad- 
miration, and what was (b otvV^ Vcw ^y^^tr- 
L 3 ^^^^> 
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ance, in which many xniftakes in judging 
were detefted, and the extreme weaknets 
of giving implicitly into the opinion of 
oihtrst expofed by examples fuitable to 
the occafion. 

But thefc are inquifitions which ^iis pof- 
fible would not be very agreeable to the 
prefent age, and it would be madnefi to 
rifque the difpltafure of the multitude for 
the fake of gratifying a few 5 — fo the 
reader muft excuie the repetition of what 
was fa id by this agreeable company on 
that fubjcft. 



CHAP. XVIIL 

Difplays Mifs Betfy in her pemtentialsj and thi 
manner in which Jhe behaved after having met 
with fo much matter for the humiliation of her 
vanity^ as alfo fome farther particulars^ equally 
worthy the attention of the curious. 

WHILE Mifs Betfy had her brothers 
with her, and was treated by them 
with a tendernefs beyond what (he could 
haveexpefted, juft after the unlucky ad- 
venture fhe had fallen into^ (he felt not 
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diat remorfe and vexation, which it might 
be faid her prefent fituation demanded. 

But when they were gone, and flie was 
left intircly to thofe refledions, which 
their prefence and good humour had only 
<«tarded, how did they come with double 
force upon her ! — To^think Ihe had re- 
ceived the addrefles, and entertained with 
a miftaken refpeft, the lowed, and moft 
abjeft dreg of mankind ; — that (Ke had 
expofed herfclf to the infults of that ruf- 
fian \ -^ that it had not been in her power 
to defend herfelf from his taking liberties 
with her, the moft (hocking to her deK- 
cacy, and that (he was on the very point 
of becoming the viftim of his bafe defigns 
upon her, made her feel over again, in 
idea, all the horrors of her real danger. 

By turns, indeed, (he bleflfed heaven for. 
her efcape; — but then the means to 
whfch (he was indebted for that efcape» 
was a fre(h ftab to her pride. — « I am . 
« prefervcd, 'its true,' faid fhe, * from 

* ruin and cverlafting infamy ; — but then 

* by whom atn I prefcrved ? — by the 

* man, who once adored, — then flighted, 

* •— and muft now defpife me. — If no- 

* thing but a miracle coiild fave me, O ! 

* why, good heaven, was not that miracle 

* performed by any inftrumcnt but him ! 

L 4 ^ — ^>Bas. 
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* — ^What triumph to him ! — What laft- 

* ing fliame to me, has this unfortunate 

* accident produced!* 

* Alas ' — continued fhe, weeping, — 

* I wanted not this proof of his honour, 

* — his courage, —-his generofity ; — nor 

* was there any need of my being rc- 

* duced in the manner be found me, to 
« make him think me undeferving of hk 

* affcdion/ 

Never was a heart torn with a greats 
variety of anguiih, than that of this un- 
fortunate young lady : — - as (he yet was 
ignorant of what fteps her brothers in- 
tended to take in this affair, and feared 
they might be fuch as would render what 
had happened to her public to the world, 
(he fell into reflexions that almoft turned 
her brain ; — fhe reprefcntcd to herfclf all 
the faicafms, ™ aii the comments, that 
fhe imagined 5 and probably would have 
been made on her behaviour, — her dan- 
ger, and her delivery 5 — all thefe thoughts 
were infupportable to her, — (he refolved 
to hide herfeM for ever from the town, 

and pafs her future life in obfcurity ; 

fo direful to her were the apprehenfions of 
becoming the objeft of derifion, that rather 
than endure it (he would fuffer any. 

1^ 
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In the prcfcnt delpondency of her hu- 
mour, (he would cercainly have fled the 
town, and gone diredly down to L — e, 
if Ihe had not known, that Sir Ralph and 
lady Trufty were cxpcfted here in a very 
Ihort time ; and Ihe was fo young when 
ihe left that country, that (he could not 
think of any family to whom it was pro- 
per for her to go, without fome previous 
preparations. 

All her pride, — ^ her gaiety, ——her 

vanity of attrafting admiration j in 

fi(ie, %1I that had compofed her for- 
mer charafter, fcemed now to be loft and 
f walloped up in the fcnfe of that bitter 
ihame and contempM in which ihe ima- 
gined hcrfclf invoivea, and fhe wilhed for 
nothing but to be unfecn,^ unregarded, 
and utterly forgotttn, by all that had ever 
known her, — being aimoft ready to cry 
jDUt with Dido, 

€ Nor art, oor nature's hand can ceafe my grief, 

• Nothing but death, the wretch's lift relief ; 

^ Then, farewel youth, and all the joys that dwell 

* With youth and life,-— and life itfelf, farewel/ 

L 5 Th« 
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The despair of that unhappy queen, fo 
elegantly defcribcd by the poet, could not 
far tranfccnd what poor Mifs Bietfy fuf- 
taincd during this whote cruel night ; — 
nor did the da^ ^Ibrd her any tfiore tran- 
ouiiity 5 — on the contrary, Ihe hated the 
li^ht, — the fight even of her own fer- 
vants was irkfome to her ; — (he ordered, 
that whoever came to vifit her» except 
her brothers, (hould be denied admittance, 
— complained of a violent' pain in her 
head,™ would not be prevailed upon to 
t^ke the leail refrcfhment, but kept herfelf 
upon the bed, indulging all the horrors^ o£ 
•dcfpair and grief. 

In the afternoon ^ffr, Francis Thought- 
lefs cantie, — feemed a little furprifed to 
find Jiis brother was not there, and told 
Mifs Betfy, that having been called dif- 
ferent ways, they had appointed to meet 
at her lodgings, in order to have fome 
ferious difcourfe with her, concerning her 
future fettlement •, to which (he replied, 
that her late fright hung fo heavy on her 
fpirits, that fhe was in little condition at 
prefent to refolve on any thing. 

She fpoke this with fo dejefted an air, 
that Mr. Francis, who truly loved her, in 
fpite of all the rcfentmcnt he had for the 
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errors of her conduf):^ could not forbear 
.faying a great many tender things to her; 
but. nothing afiprded her fo much confo- 
iation^ as the account he gave her, that 
no profecution would be commenced 
agaimt the (ham Sir Frederick Fineer : -^- 

* The villain,' (aid he, * is run away from 
^ his lodgings, but queftionlefs might eafi- 
^ ly be found out, and brought to juftice ; 
« but the misfortune is, that in cafes of 

* this nature, the offended mull fufFer as 

* well as the ofFendei'j — to punilh him, 

* muft expofe you ; — you fee, therefore, 
^ to what your inadvertency has reduced 
^ you, — injured to the mod (hocking 
« degree, yet denied the fatisfadlion ot re* 
« venge,* 

Mifs Betfy only anfwering with her, 
tears, — « I fpeak not this to upbraid you,* 
rcfutred he, * and would be far from add- 

* ing to the afilidion you are in 5 — - oa 
« the contrary, I would have you be 
« chearful, and rejoice more in the efcapc 

* you have had, than bewail the danger 

* you have paft through j — but then, my 
< dear lifter, I would wilh you ialfo to 

* put yourfdf into a condition, which 

* may defend you from attempts of this 
f Vile naiure.* 

L6 He 
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He was going on with fomething fur* 
ther, when the elder Mr. Thoughcleis 
came in : — * 1 have been detained/ fakl 
that gentlemany.* longer than I expe&ed ; 
^ -—my friend is going to have his pidure 
^ drawn, and knowing I have been in Italy, 

* would needs have my judgment upoii 

* the painter's (kill.* 

* I foppofe then/ faid Mr. Francis, — 

• your eyes have been feafted with the re- 

* iemblance of a great number of beaudes, 

• either real or fidicious.' — • No faith/ 
Implied the other, * I believe none of the 

* latter i — the man feems to be too much 
« an artifl: in his profeflion, to Hand in 

• any need of having recourfe to that ftale 
« ftratagem of inviting cuftbmers, by cx- 
« hibiting ftiadows, which have no fub- 

* dances, but in his own brain, and I 

♦ muft do him the juftice to fay, that I 

* never faw life imitated to more pcr- 
« teaion/ 

< Then you law fome faces there you 

• were acquainted with/ faid the younger 
Mr. Thoughtlefs. — * Two or three,' an- 
fwered the elder ; but one, which 

* more particularly (truck me, as I had 

• fcen the original but twice •, — but once 

• indeed to take any notice of; — - it was 

• ot 
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* of your friend, -— the gentleman we 
< w^ted on this morning/ 

« What ' — Trueworth !' -• 'demanded 
Mr. Francis. — « The fame,* refumed the 
other : — * never was there a more perfcdt 

* likenefs ; *-* he is drawn in miniature i 

* I believe, by the fize of the piece, in- 

« tended to be worn at a lady's watch ;— • 

* but I looked on it through my magni- 
« fier, and thought I faw his very felt be- 
« fore me/ 

He faid much more in praile of the oc- 
cellence of this artift, as indeed he was very 
full of it, having a defire his favourite mif- 
trefs's pidure fhould be drawn, and was 
-tranfported to have found a perfon, who, 
he thought, could do it fo much jus- 
tice. 

Though Mifs Betfy fate all this time in 
H penfivc poflure, and feemcd not to take 
any notice of this difcourle, yet no part of it 
was loft upon her. — ' You extol this 
-^ painter fo much, brother,* faid (he, tbat 

* if I thought my pidure worth drawing, 
« I would fit to him imyfelf --Pray,* con- 
tinued flie, * VV here does he live, and 

* what is his name ?*- -Mr Thoughtlefs 
having iatisfied her curiofity in ihefe 
points, no more was faid on the occafion. 
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and the brothers immediately entered into 
a conver(ation» upon the bufinefs which 
had brought them thither. 

The elder of them remonftrated to her^ 
in the ftrongeft terms he was able, the per- 
petual dangers to which, through the bafe- 
nefs of the world, and her own inadver- 
tency, (he was liable every day to be ex- 
pofed :-^-* This laft ugly accident, faid he, 
> I hope may be hu(hed up, -— * Mr. 

* True worth, I dare believe, is too gene- 

* rous to make any mention of it, and 
.* thofe concerned in it will be fecret for 

* their own fakes -, — but you may not al- 

* ways meet the fame profperous chance, 

* — It behoves us therefore, who muft 

* (hare in yoi^r difgrace, as well as have a 

* concern in your happinefs, to infill: on 

* your putting yourfelf into a different 

* mode of life : — Mr. Mundcn makes very 

* fair propofals •, — he has given me leave 

* to examine the rent-roll of his cftate, 

* which accordingly I have ordered a law- 

* yer to do jt— he yill fettle an hundred and 

* fifcy pounds per annum on you for pin- 

* money, and jointure you in four hundred, 

* and I think your fortunedjcs not entitle 

* you to a better offer/ 

* Brother, I have had better/ replied 
« Mifs Betfy, with a figh.— « But you re- 

• jeded 
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'« jc6ted it,* cried Mr. Francis, witf^fomc 
warmth ;— • ' and you are riot to expeft a 

* fecond Trueworth to fall to your fiiare.' 
•— * Let us talk no niore of what is paft,* 
refumed tlie elder Mr, Thoughtlefs ; — ^ 

* but endeavour to pcrfwade our filler to 
< accept of that» whicb at prelent is moil 
for her advantage.* 

Both thefe gentlemen, in their different 
turns, made ufe of every argument that 
could be brought on the occafion, to pre- 
vail on Mifs Betfy to give them feme af* 
furance, that as now there was no better 
profpeft for her, (lie would trifle no longer 
with the pretenfions of Mr. Mynden, but 
rcfolve to marry him, b cafe the condition 
of his affairs was proved, upon enquiry, to 
be fuch as he had reprefented to them. 

She made, for a great while, very little 
teply to all this j— 4ier head was now in- 
deed very full of fomething elfe ; — (he fate 
in a kind of refvjcrie, and had a perfcft ab- 
ience of mind, during this latter part of 
their difcourfe ; — (he heard, but heard 
without attention, and without confidering 
the weight of any thing they urged ; yet, 
at laft, nierely to get rid of their importu- 
nities atid prefence, that (he might be 
»lon^ to indulge heir own meditations, 

(he 
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ihc faid as they faid, and promifed to da 
whatever they required of her. 

Mr. Thoughtlefs having now, 'as he 
imagined, brought her to the bent he 
wiihed, took his leave ; but Mr. Francis 
ftayed Tome time longer, nor had, per- 
haps, gone fo foon, if Mifs Betfy had not 
difcovered a certain reftleflhefs, which 
made him think ihe would be glad to be 
alone. 

This was the firft time (he had ever 
defired his abfence, biit now, indeed, molt 
heartily did fo ; — (he had got a caprice 
in her brain, which raifed ideas there, ihe 
was in pain tiii (he had modelled* and 
brought to the perfedliou (he wanted. — 
"What her brother had curforily men- 
tioned, concerning the pifture of Mr. 
Irueworth, had made a much deeper 
imprcflion on her mind, than ail the ferious 
difcourfe he had afterwards entertained her 
with ; — (he longed to have in her pof- 
feflTion fo cxacl a rcfemblance of a man, 
who once had loved her, and for whom 
(he had always the moft high efteem, 
though her pride would neVwr fufFcr her 
to (hew it to any one, who profefTtd him- 
fclf her lover. — ' This pidure,' faid 
Ihe, * by looking on it, will remind me of 

* the 
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• the obligation I have to him, — ^I might 

• forget it elfc,— and I would not be un- 

• grateful 5— though it is not in my tiaturc 

< to love, I may, nay I ought, after what 

< he has done for me, to have a friendfhip 
« for him. 

She then began to confider, whether 
there was a poffibiliiy of becoming the miP* 
trefs of what (he fd much defircd 5 — fhc 
had never given her mind to plotting,— 
(he had never been at the pains of. any 
contrivances, but how to ornament her 
drcfs, or place the patches of her face with 
the moft graceful arc, and was extremely 
at a lofs what ftratagem to form for the 
getting this pidure into her hands •, •— 
at firft, (he thought of going to the 
painter, and bribe him to take a copy of 
it for her own ufe ;— • but then,* faid (he, 
« a copy taken from a copy goes ftill far- 

* ther from the (Original ; — bcfides, he may 

* betray me, or he may not have time to 

* do it, and I would leave nothipg to 
« chance. — No, I muft have the very 
t piflure that my brother faw, that I 

* may be fore is like, for I know he is a 

* judge.* 

* Suppofe,' cried fhe again, « I go un- 
^ dcr the pretence of fitting for my pidlure, 

* and look over all his pieces,—* I fancy 
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/ I may find an opportunity of flip^ 
« ping Trucworth's into my pocket,— 

* 1 could fend the value of ic the next 

* day, fo the man would be no fuffercr 
« by it.' 

This projcft fccmed feafible to her for 
a time, but (he afterwards rejeAed it, on 
account, (he could not be fure of commit- 
ting the theft fo artfully, as not to be 
detcfted in the faft ; — fcvcral other little 
ftratagems fucceeded this in her in?ea« 
tive brain, all which, on fecond thoughts 
file found either impoffible to be executed, 
or could promife no certainty in their 
cffcfts. 

Sleep was no lefs a ftranger to her eyes 
this night, than it had been the preceding 
One ;— yet of how different a nature were 
the agitations which kept her waking :— 
in the firft, the (hock of the infult (he 
had fuftained, and the (hame of her re- 
ceiving her proteflion from him, by 
whom, of all men living, (he was at leaft 
willing to be obliged, took up all her 
thoughts J— in the fecond, (he was equally 
engro(red by the impatience of having 
fomething to prcfcrve him eternally in her 
mind. 

After 
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After long revolving within herfcif, flic 
^t laft hit upon the means of accomplifli* 
ing her dcfircs ; — the rifque flie ran, in- 
deed, was fomewhat bold, but as ic fuc- 
cecded without fufpicion, ftie bad only to 
guard againft accidents, that might oc* 
caHon a future difcovery of what (he had 
done. 

Early the next morning fhe fent to 
Blunt*(S, — hired a handfome chaiie and 
pair) with a coachman and two fervants, in 
-a livery different from that ftie gave her 
own man 5 — then drefled herfelf in a rid- 
ing habit, and hunting-cap, which had 
been made for her, on her going down 
to Oxford, and flie had never been feen 
in by Mr. Trucworth; -- fo that (he 
rhoi^ht, flie might be pretty con (ident» 
that when he ihould come to examine who 
had taken .^ way his pi^ure, the defcripuon 
could never enable him to guefs at the 
right perfon. 

With this equipage' flie went to the 
houfe where the painter lived ; — on en- 
quiring for him by his name, he came 
immediately to know her commands.— 
' * You have the pidure here of Mr. True- 

♦ worth,' faid (he ; * pray is it ready ?*— 

• Yes, mad^m,* anfwcred ht\ ^ V^.tcv>ji9L 



« 
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* going to carry it home.^--^< I am glad 
« then> fir/ rcfumed Mifs Betfy, * that I 
^ am come time enough to fave you that 

* trouble : — Mr. Trueworth went to 

< Hampftead lad: nighty and being to fol- 
^ low him this morning, he defired I 
^ would bring it with me, land pay you 

the money,* — * O, madam, as to the 
« money,' faid he, • I fhall fee Mr. True- 

* worth again -/ — and then called to the 
man to bring down his pifture. — - < In* 

* deed I fhail not take it without paying 
you,* faid (he ; * but in the hurry 1 . 

' forgot to aflc him the fum, — pray how 
« much is it ? — — « My conftant price, 
madam,* replied he, * is ten guineas, 

< and the gentleman never offered to beat 

* me down.' 

By this time the man had brought the 
piAure down in a little box, which the 
painter opening, as he prefented to her, 
cried, ^ Is it not a prodigious likenefs, 

* madam ?' — ' Yes really, fir,' faid ftie, 

* in my opinion there is no fault to be 

* found,' — She then put the pifture into 
her pocket, — counted ten guineas to him 
out of her purfe, and told him, with a 
fmile, that flie believed he would very 
fhortly have more bufinefs from the fame 
quarter, — then bid the coachman drive 
on* 



< 
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The coachman Jiaving previous orders 
what to do, was no fooner out of fight of 
the painter's houfe, than he turned down 
the firft ftreet, and carried Mifs Betfy di- 
rectly home;— (he difcharged her retinue, 
undreflfed herfelf with all the fpeed fhe 
cotild, and whoever had now feen her, 
would never have fufpefted flie had been 
abroad. 

This yoiing lady was not of a temper 
to grieve long for any thing ; — how deep 
foever (he was affeAed, the impreflion 
wore oflF on the firft new turn that oflFered 
itfelf.— -All her remorfe, — all her vexa- 
tion, for the bale defign laid againft her 
at Mrs. Modely's, were diflipated the mo- 
ment (he took it into her head to get pof* 
leflion of this pifture, and the fuccefs of 
her enterprise elated her beyond expref- 
lion. 

It cannot be fuppofed, that it was al- 
together owing to the regard fhe had for 
Mr Trueworth, though in efFedk much 
more than fhe herfelf was yet fenfible of» 
that (he took all this pains ; it looks as if 
there was alfo fome little mixture of fe- 
male malice in the cafe. —-Her brother 
had faid, that the pidlure feemed to be 
intended to be worn at a lady's watch \ 
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—» fhe doubted not but it was (b, and the 
thoughts of difappointing her rival's expec- 
tations, contributed greatly to the fatisfac^ 
tion {he felt at what Qie had done. 

CHAP. XIX. 

PrifontPthi reader with fome eccurrencis^ wbicb^ 
frem the foregoing preparations^ tnigbt h /** 
fe^ed, andalfo with otiets that maj/eem more, 
furprifing. 

MJSS Bctfy was not deceived in her 
conjedture, in relation to the pic- 
ture being defigned as an offering to fome 
lady : — Mr. Trueworth had not indeed 
fate for it to pleafe himfelf, but to oblige 
Mifs Harriot, who had given fome hints, 
that fuch a prefent would not be unwelcome 
to her. 

It is a common thing with painters to 
keep the pieces in their own hands as long 
as they can, after they are finiflied, efpe- 
cially if they arc of perfons endued by na- 
ture with any perfeftions, which may do 
honour to their art : — this gentleman was 
like others of his profcffion,— he found it 
to his credit to Ihew Mr. Trueworth*s pic- 
ture 
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tare to as many as came to look over hi$ 
paintings, and had detained it for feveral 
days beyond the time in which he had pro- 
mifed to fend it, on pretence, that there 
were fiill fome Uttle touches wanting in 
the drapery* 

Mn Trueworth growing a little impa- 
tient at the delay, as Mifs Harriot had 
aflced two or three times, in a gay man* 
ner, when ihe (hould fee his refeoiblance, 
went himfelf, in order to fetch it away : 
•^the painter was furprifed at fight of him, 
and much more fb when he demanded the 
pidure s — - he told him, however, the 
whole truth without hefitarion, that be deli- 
vered it to a lady not above an hour before 
he came^ who paid him the money for it, 
and faid that ihe had called for it on his 
requeft. 

Nothing had ever happened that feemed 
more ftrangc to him j-^he^made a parti- 
cular enquiry concerning the face, •— age, 
— complexion, — fhape, -r- flature, and 
even drefs of the lady, who had put this 
trick upon him ; and it was well for 
Mifs Betfy, that ihe had taken all the pre- 
cautions fhe did, or fhe had infallibly been 
difcovered. — A thing, which, perhaps, 
i¥Ould have given her a more lading con« 



±4(^ THE HISTORY OF. 

fufioo, than erer her late unlucky adven- 
ture with the mock baronet. 

She was, however, among all the ladies 
of his acquaintance, almoft the only one 
who never came into his head on this oc- 
calion ^ — fometimes he thought of onet 
— fometimes he thought of another ; but 
on recolleding all the particulars of their 
behaviour towards him, could find nd 
reafon to afcribe what had been done to 
any of them : — Mils Flora was the only 
perfon he could ima^ne capable of fuch 
a think % — he found it highly probable, 
that her love and invention had fumiflied 
her with the means of committing this in« 
nocent fraud ; and though he was heartily 
vexed, that he muft be at the trouble of 
fitting for another picture, yet he could 
not be angry with the woman who had 
occafioncd it : -— on the contrary, he 
thought there was fomething fo tender, 
and fo delicate withal, in this proof of 
her paflion, that it very much enhanced 
the pity and good- will he before had for 
her. 

But while his generous heart was en- 
tertaining thefe too favourable and kind 
fentimcnts of her, (he was employing her 
whole wicked wit, to make him appear 

the 
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the bafeft of mankiiidi and alfo to render 
him the mod unhappy. 

She had found out every thing (he 
wanted to know, concerning Mr. True- 
worth^ courdhip to Mifs (iarriot, and 
Mattered herfelf, that a lady bred in the 
country, and unacquainted with the arti- 
Bots frequendy praftifcd in town, to 
blacken the faireft charafters, would eafily 
be frighted into a belief of any thing (he 
iittempted to in^ire her with. 

In the Tile hope, therefore, of accom* 
pUfliiog ib deteftable a projefl, (he con- 
trived a leuer in the following terms : 

To Mifs Hariliot Love it. 

* Mapam, 

« WHERE innocence is about to frf- 
^ fer, merely through its incapacity of 
< fufpe£i;ing that ill in another it cannot 
^ be guilty of itfelf, common honefty for-^ 
^ bids a ftander-by to be filent t -~ you 
^are on thei btivk of a precipice, which 
«.if you fall into, it is not in the power 

* of human art to fave you. — ^Death only^ 

* can reoK^ve you from miiery, *— re- 

* morfe, — diilraftion, and woes without 

* a name,— Trueworth, tiiat fly deceiver 
( of your fex^ And moft ^ibati^Qtytd ^ VC^ 

Vol. hi. M ' * wt 
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own, can only brit^ yxHi a polluted 
heart, and profliciited vows ;-— he made 
the moft honourable profeffions of love 
to a young lady of family and character, 
— ^g^ined her aSeflions, -«* I ^bope no 
more •, — but whatever; was b<^ween 
'them> he bafely quitted. her to mourn 
her ill-placed love, and ruined fam^ :•>— 
yet this^ madam, is but fats leaf): of 
Climes i — he has (ince pra^fed: his bc» 
•tra^iflg art;9 ob another, fiiperior to -the 
former in every ftmale virtue and ac- 
complifhraents, — fecond to none in 
beauty, and of a reputation fpottefs as 
.the fun, 'till an unhappy paffion fw that 
word of men obicurediits. brtghtnofe^ ^t 
leaft in the eyes of the cenforious; — he 
is, hpwever, bound to her by the mol^ 
folemn engagements that words can form 
under his own handwriting; whicli, if 
(he does not in 4ue tin>e produce againft 
him» it will be owing only to her: too 
great modefty.:—^Thefe two, madam, 
are the nnoft confpicuous v>£tims of his 
perEdy ; — pray Heaven you may not 
ck>fe the fad triumvirate, and that I 
may never fee fuch beauty, and fuch 
goodnefsi (land among the foremoft in 
the rank of thofe many wretches he has 
made.* 

•In 
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< In fhort, madatn^ he has deceived your 

< friends, and betrayed you into a miftaken 
^ opinion oi bis honour and fmcerity r^-— 

< if he marries you, you cannot but be 

* miferable, he being the right of another ; 

* — if he does not marry you, your repu- 

* tation 'iuffers. — Happy is it for you, if 

* the lofs of reputatKHi is all you Will have 

* to regret •, — ^hc already boafts of having 

* received fatOUrs from you, which, who- 
^ ever loQks in youf face will find it very 
^ difficult to think you capable of grant* 

* ing i-H^ut yet, who knows what ftrange 

* cftefts too great a (hare of tcndernefs 
^, in the compofitton may not have pro<» 

* duced .* 

■ ^ Fly thenV madam,; from this deftruc- 

* rive town, and the worft monftcr in itj 

* Trucw9rtn : — Retire ii\ time to thofc 
^'l peaceful I&ades from whence you came,' 
« — and favc .what yet remains of you 
•worthy your attention to preferve. 

/ What^yer reports to your prejudice, 
V ^^: ^'.^, icftf yp^^ injuripys deceiver 

* may J^^f^ Q^^de him give put, among 

* his . lopfe comffanjons:, 1. ^ill hope your 
' virtue . has, hitherto protefttd you, and 
'* that this warning will not come too late 

* JO keep you from ever vtn^Y'^x\^\X\R.Tc\. 
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« Be afliired, madam, that in giidngthis 

< account, I am inftigated by no other mo* 
« tive than merely my love pf virtue, and 

< deteflration of all who would Isndeavout 
^ to corrupt it, and that I am, 

• With pcrfeft fincerity, 

* Madam, 

f Your welUwUhcr, 

* And humble fervant, 

* Unknown/ 

MUk Flora, on confidering what fhe 
had wrote, began to think fhe had ex- 
prefled herfelf in fomewhat too warm a 
manner i — but (he let it pafs on this ac- 
count: — ^ By the virulence, faid Ihe, with 

• which I have fpoke of Truewordi, his 
« adored Mifs Harriot will certainly ima* 

• ginc it comes from one of thofe unhappy 
« creatures I have reprefented in it;— -and 

< if fo, it will gain the more credit with 

• her; — if (he fuppofcs that rage and dc- 

< fpair has diftated Ibme gfouadlefa accu- 

< (ations againft her love, (he neverthelefs 
« will believe others to be faft, and that 
' at leaft he4uis beeo faUe t0 ott^* 
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She therefore wem ta the perfon, who 
was always her fecretkry in affairs of this 
nature, and having got it copied, was 
going to the poft-houfe, in order to fend 
It away^ for me never trufted any perfon 
but herfelf with thefe difpatches. 

She was within three or four yards of 
the poft-houfe, when (he faw Mr. True- 
. worth at fome diftance, on the other fide 
of the ftrcet: — her heart fluttered at this 
unexpcfted fight of hioi; — fhe had no 
power to retrain Ipeaking to him ; — (he 
ftayed not to put her letter in, but flew 
direftly crofs the way, and met him juft 
as he was turning the corner of anotnipr 
ftreet. 

• Oh, Mr. Trueworth, cried (he, as 
« they drew near each other, I have pray- 

• ed that I might live once more to lee 

* you, and Heaven has granted my pe« 
« tition/ 



-c 



«I hope, madam, faid he, that Heaven 
will always be equally propitious to your 
^ defires in things of greater moment.' 

* — * There can fcarcc be any of greater 
« moment, anfwered (he -, — for at pre- 
^ fent I have a requeft Co make you of 

• the vtmoA importance to tat^ ^^d^smi^ 

Ma *^^ 
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* no more than I am certain you would 
^ readily grant to any one you bad the 

* Icaft acquaintance with ; — but, conti- 

* nued Ihc, this is no proper place for us 

* to difcourfe in, upon the terms we 

* now are, it can be no breach of faith 

* to the miftrefs of your vows, to ftcp 

* with me For three minutes where we 
*. may not be expofcd to the view of every 

* paffenger.* 

Mn Trueworth had not been very well 
pleafed with the rencounter, and would 
{gladly have difpenled with complying 
with her invitation, but thought after 
what (he had faid, he could not refuif^ 
without being guilty of a rudenefs un- 
becoming of himfelf, as well as cruel to 
hcri y^t did he comply in fuch a manner 
as might make her fee, his inclination 
had little part in his confent ; — he told 
her, he was in very great hafte, but 
would fnatch as much time as fhe men- 
tioned from the bufinefs he was upon.*^- 
Mothing more was faid, and they went 
together into the neareft tavern, where 
being feated, and wine brought in, -»- 

* Now, madam,' faid he, with a cold ci- 
vility, * pleafe to favour me with your 

* commands.* 

• Alasr 
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« Alas !* replied fhc, • it belongs not 

• to me to command, and my requeft 
•you have alrcadyi granted.* -— * What 
•without knowing it,* crie J fie ?^— Yes/ 
refumed ftie, * I thought an intimacy fuch 
« as ours has been, ought not to have 

• been broke off without a kind farewel. 

• — I blame you not for marrying; — - 

• yet furc I deferve not to be quite for- 

• fakcn, — utterly thrown ofFj you 

• might at leaft have flattered me with 

• the hope, that in fpite of your matri- 
« monial engagement, you would ftill re- 
^ tain fome fparks of aflTeftion for your 
■ poor Fk)ra/ — • Be affured,* faid he^ 

• 1 fliall always think on you with tcnder- 

• nefs/ — • And can you then refolve ne- 

• ver to fee me more ?* rejoined fhc paf- 
fionatdy : — * I hoped,* replied he, ' that 

• you had acquiefccd in the reafons I gave 

• for that refolution** — • I hoped fo too, 
faid (he, ^ and made ufe of my utmofl: 

• efforts for that purpofe ; — but 'tis in 

• vain, — I found I could not live with- 

• out you, and only wifhed an opportu- 

• nity to take one laft embrace before I 

• leave the world and you for ever.* — 
In fpeaking thefc words fhe threw herfelf 
upon his neck, and buril into a flood of 
tears. 

M 4 ^^^ 
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How impoflible was it for a heart, fuch 
as Mr. Trueworth^s, to be unmoved at 
a fpcftacle like this 5 — her love, — her 
grief, and her defpair (hot through his 

very foul ; fcarce could he ^refrain 

mingling his tears with her's : — • My 

• dear Flora, cried he, compofe yourfclf, by 

• Heaven I cannot bear to fee you thus/ 
-«-He kifled her cheek while be was 
fpeaking, — - feated her in a chair, and 
held her hand in liis^ with the extremeft 
tcnderncfs. ' . 

This wicked creature was not ib ovcr^ 
come With the emotions oi her love and 
grief, as not to fee the pity fhe had raifed 
in him, and flattering herfeif, that there 
was in it fome mixture of a paflion, (he 
more wifhed to infpire, fell a lecond time 
upon his bofom, crying, — * Oh, True* 

• worth ! — I rueworth ! — here let me die, 

• for death has nothing in it fo terrible as 

• the being feparated from you.* 

Mr. Trueworth was a man of flrrift ho- 
nour, — great refolution, and paifionate* 
ly devoted to the mod defer ving of her 
fex-, — yet he was ftill a man,^ — was of 
an amorous completion, and thus tempts 
cd, who can anfwer, but in this unguard- 
ed moment he might have been guilty of 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 249 

a wrong to hi$ dear Harriot, for which he 
would afterwards have hated himfelf, if an 
accident of more fervice to him than his 
own virtue, in fo critical a jun&ure, had 
not prevented him? 

He returned the embrace (he gave, and 
joined his lips to her's, with a warmth 
which fhe had not for a long time expe- 
rienced from him, a ftidden rulh of tranf^ 
port came at once upon her, with fuch 
force, that it overwhelmed her fpirits, and 
ihe fell into a kind of fainting between his 
^ms ; he was frightened at the change he 
obferved in her, and haftily cutting the 
lacings of her ftays to give her air, the 
letter above-mentioned dropped from her 
bread upon the ground : -« he tipok it up, 
and was going to throw it upon the table^ 
but in that a£lion feeing the name of 
Mifs Harriot on the fuperfcriptioh, was 
ftruck with an aftoni(hment not eafy to 
be conceived ; — he no longer thought 
of the condition Mifs Flora w«s in, but 
tearing open the letter he began to exa** 
^inc the contents, 

Mifs Flora in that inftant recovering her 
fenfes, and the remembrance of what had 
been concealed in her bofom, flew to him^ 
endeavouring to fnatch the pa^r ftovcv Wa 
hands, but he had already fcctv \oK> rcvxx'^ 
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not to be determined to lee the reft*-^ 
^ Stand oflpr cried he» in a voice half 
choaked with fury, — • I am not yet fully 

* acquainted with the whole of the {avours 

* you have beftowed upon me in this 
« paper/ — Confounded as flie was, cun- 
ning did not quite forfake her^ -— * I am 
^ ignorant of what it contiuns, f^ud^ (he ; 

* — t found it in the ftrect«-^It is not 
« mine, — I wrote it not* 

With fuch like vain pretences would fhe 
have pleaded innocence, yet all the time 
endeavoured with her whole ilrength, to 
force the proqf of her guilt from him, info- 
much, that though he was very tall, he 
was obliged with one hand to keep her off, 
and with the other hold the paper at arms 
length, while he was reading it, could not 
forbear frequently interrupting himfelf, to 
cad a look full of contempt and rage, on 
the malicious authorefs, • — * Vile hypo- 

* crite!' cried he ; and then again, as he 
got farther into the bafe inveftive,— • 

* Thou fiend in female form !' 

She now finding all was over, and feized 
with a fuddcn fit of frenzy, or fomcthing 
like it, ran to his fword, which he had 
pulled off, and laid in the window, and 
was about to plunge it in her breafl ;-— 
he cafiJy wrefted it ftorcv U^v^^jiwd^ut- 
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tmg it by his fide, • O thou ferpent ! — • 
« ijiou viper!* cried he, •— « if thou wert 

* a man, thou fhould?ft noC noed to be thy 

« own executioner/ ?The tide of her 

paffion then turning another way, (he 
threw herfelf at his feet, — clung round 
his legs, and in a voicfc rather fcrcaming 
Ihan fpcaking,. uttered thefe words : * 0\ 

* pardon me! ^— pity me ! — whatever I 
« have done my love of you occafioned it/ 
« — Curfe on fuch poiionous love/ re- 
joined he: ~ •Hell, and its worft effe6tsi 

* are in the name^ when mentioned by a 

* mouth like tWne/ *^ Then finding it a 
little difficult ta difeatangle himfelf ironi 
the hold ihe had taken of him, — < ThoiS 

* ihame and fcandaliX) that-fex, to whicli 

* atene thoa owijft fhy fafety,' cried he; 
furioufly, ^ qmt me dlfs inftant, left I 

* forget thou ant a. woman^ — left I tpnrh 
« thee frona me,, and ufe thee ar the worft 

* oi reptiles/ 

On hearing thefe dreadful word3, all 
her ftrength forfook her; the finews of 
her hand relaxed, and loft their grafp : — 
flie fell a fecbnd time into a fainting fit. 
but of a nature as different from what the 
former had been, as were the emotions 
that occafioned it ; — Mr. Trueworth was 
now too much and too juftly irricated to 
be. capable of relenting-, — Vi^ \cS\.\\t.\ \^ 
M 6 ^^^^ 
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this condition; and only bid the people at 
the bar^ as he went out of the houfe, fend 
fomebody up to her affiftance. 

The humour he was at prefent in, ren-. 
dering him, altogether unfit for company, 
he went diredly to his lodgings, where 
examining the letter with more attention 
than he could do before, he piefently ima- 
gined, he was not altogether unacquainted 

with the hand- writing , he very well 

knew it was not that of Mifs Flora, yet 
pofitive that he had fomewhere fcen it 
before ; that which he had received, con* 
ceming Mifs Betfy, and the child at Deii- 
ham, came frefh into his head : — he found 
them, indeed, the fame on comparing, and, 
as the reader may fuppofe, this difcovery 
added not a little to the refentment he wa^ 
before ii^fiamed with, againft the bafe in- 
vcntrefs of thefe double fallhoods. 



evs. ^.^' 
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CHAP. XX. 
Cmtains divers things. 

MSS Betfy was all this time enjoy- 
ing the little fraud (he had been 
guilty of: — - the idea how Mr. Trueworth 
would be furprifed at finding his pifture 
had been taken awaj^ and the various con* 
jedures that would naturaUy rife in his 
mindy upon fo odd an accident* gave her 
more real pleafure than others feel on the 
accompliflunent of the moft material 
event. 

She was, indeed^ of a humour, the moft 
perfectly happy for herfelf that couU \ft % 
— chearful, — gay, — not apt to create 
imaginary illst as too many do, and be- 
come wretched for misfortunes which have * 
no exiftence, but in their own fretftil dif- 
pofitions. — On any real caufe, either for 
grief or anger, that happened to her, no 
body, it is certain, felc them with a more 
poignant fenjlibilicy ; but then (he was ef« 
ftfted with them but for a (hoit time* — . 
Ihe turbulent palTion could obtain no 
refidcnce in her mind^ ai\d oix tVwt. %!tV 
approaches of their oppoliie tmotsow^ «^- 
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tirely vaniftied, as if they had never been, 
•—The arrows of afflidion, of what kind 
fbever they were, but (lightly glanced upon 
her heart, nor pierced it, much lefs were 
able to nmake any lafting impreflion there. 

She now vifitcdas ufual,— (aw as much 
company as every and hearing no mc»tio& 
made, wherever (he went, of her adven- 
ture with the mock baronet, concluded 
the whole thing was, and would remain, 
an eternal fecret, and therefore eafily 
forgot it •, or, if it came into her heaa, 
remembered it only on account of her 
deliverer. 

She was no>Kr on exceeding good terms 
with her brothers, who were full of fpirits 
themfelves : — the elder Mr. Thoughtlefs, 
who loved play but too well, had lately 
had fome lucky calls, and Mr. Francis 
had accompli(hed his affairs,— his com- 
miffion was figned, and every thing con- 
tributed to render the whole family per- 
feftly eafy in themfelves, and obliging to 
each other. 

In the midft of this contentment of 
mind, Mr. Edward Goodman came to 
town from Deal v — the two Mr. Thought- 
leffes, on account of the many obliga- 
ijons they had to Vv\s ut\c\c> ^.w^ \.Vv^ ^oc^i 
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cbarafter they had heard of himfelf, rt^ 
ceived him with abupd^ce of refped: and 
afFc6tion. 

This young Indian had a great deal of 
the honeft fimplicity of his uncle, both in 
his countenance and behaviour^ and want-v 
ed not politenefs and good ntianners fuffi- 
qient to render his converfation very agree- 
able. 

He was fent from Bengal at about four 
years of age, and received the firft rudi-^ 
mcnts of his education at one of the bcft 
fchools in England, where he continued 
'till he had attained to his nineteen ih, and 
then returned to his native country, and 
was now about twenty-four, 

Mn Thoughtlefs had now got fo much 
the better of his miftrefs, as to prevail on 
her, to content herfelf with keeping in 
her own apartment, whenever he had any 
company, by whom it was improper for. 
her to be feen. 

He made a handfome entertainment for 
Mr. Goodman, foon after his arrival, to 
which the lawyer, who had the care of 
his affairs, with his wife, a well bred, 
difcreet woman, was alfo invited ; — Mifs 
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Betfy, at the requeft of her brother, pre- 
fided at the heaci of the table. 

Dinner was ordered to be ready about 
three,and the invitation accordingly made ; 
but the lawyer not coming, his wife, per- 
ceiving they waited for him, was a litde 
perplexed ^ but (he was foon cafed of it, 
by his coming in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour after the time he was expeded. 

This gentleman was the very perfon 
who made Mrs« BlanchBeld*s will, and to 
apologize for his flay, he related to them 
the caufe that had detained him, which 
was, that a demur being made to the pay* 
ment of fome part of the money be- 
queathed by that lady to Mr. Trueworth, 
he had been obliged to go with him, in 
order to redi'y the miftake which had 
occafioned it. — In giving this account 
he imagined riot, that any perfon prefent 
had the lead concern in it, or even were 
acquainted with either of the parties he 
mentioned. 

Mifs Betfy faid nothing, but had her 
own rcfi>.^dions on what he had been fay- 
ing ; — Ihe, however, had the fatisfadlion 
ot hearing her two brothers afk thofe 
qaeftions Ihe longed to put to him her- 
fcit — By the aniwera Vv^ mAdc^ 'i^^i ^<:i>ciJav.- 
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ed not| butthe deceafed had been courted 
by Mr. Trueworth,— had loved him, and 
was to have hetn married to him, by her 
having made him fo confiderable a le- 
gacy. 

The reft of their converfation that whole 
-day, was chiefly on matters concerning the 
late Mr. Goodman,— the balenefs of Lady 
Mella(in,and the meafures that were taking 
to deted: the fraud fhe had been guilty of ; 
•—all which was very dry and mfipid to 
MifsBetfy at this time, as indeed it would 
liave been, had it turned on any other Tub* 
jcft< — She was Hv^t, therefore, very iorry 
when the company broke up, that (he 
might be at home, and at full liberty to 
Indulge med.tadon^, which promifcd her 
more fari$fa£bon than any thing (lie could 
hear abroad. 

She had fet it down in her mind, from 
what the lawyer bid faid, as a fure faft, 
that Mn Trueworth, fince his defifting 
his court(hip to her, had loved another, 
and alfo, that her rival in bis tiffedtion 
was BOW no more. — * He need not,' faid 
(he to herfelf, ^ be at the trouble of fit- 

* ting a fccond time for his piflbure, in 

♦ compliment to her ; nor can what I have 
« done be a fubjeft of dilquiet to cither of 
♦them/ 
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She then would take his pidlure out of 
the cabinet, where (he had concealed i(, 
and examine it attentively : • Good 

• God ! cried fhe, how uncertain is the 

• heart of man ! — How little dependance 
^ ought we to place on all the pnofelBons 

• of love they make us ? — Ju£k fo he 

• looked, •— with all this tenderneis in his 

• eyes, when his falfc tongue protefted 

• he never could think of marrying any 

• woman but myfclf.* — But thcfe uncafy, 
and indeed unjuft, reflections lafted noc 
above a minute: — ^ Mrs. Blanchfield,* 
£ud fhe, ^ had a large fortune ;r— 4t was 
^ thai( perh^s he was in lov« with, and 

• findii^ no hope of g^ning me, he 

• might be tempted by his ambition to 

• make his addreflfes to her: — but what- 

• ever were his thoughts on her account, 

• fhe is now dead j — and who knows 
' * what may happen ? — that he once 

• Joved me is certain ; -^ if he fhould re- 
^ turn to hk firfl: vows, the obligation I 

• have received from him would not per* 

• mit me to treat him with the fame in- 

• diflference I have done, — I am not in 

• love with any man, continued fhe j 

• but, if I ever marry, he certainly, ex- 

• clufive of what he has done for me, de- 

• fervea in every rdpeft to have the pre- 

• ference, and I fhould with lefs regret 
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• fubmit to the yoke of wedlock with him, 

• than any other I have feen.* 

Thus (lie went on, forming ideal prof- 
pe£ts ail that night, and part of the en* 
luing day, when the dder Mr. Thlught- 
lefs came, and gave her the moft unwel- 
come interruption ftie could receive. 

He told her, that he had juft received 
an account, to his entire fatisfadion in 
every thing, relating to Mr. Mundcn, and 
that no reafunable objedion could be, 
made, either as to the family, — the efta^ 
or the charafter of that gentleman 5 ^— r- 

• Therefore, faid he, as you have thought 

• fit to encourage his pretenfions, and he 

• has continued them a fijfficicnt leogdi of * 

• time, XQ defend you from the ceqlure of 
< a top quick ronfent, you cannot, 1 think, 
« in honour, but reward his paffion with- 

• out delay,' 

Mifs Betfy was, ^t prefent, in a difpo- 
fition very unfit to comply with her bro- 
ther's advice ; but aft^r ail that had been 
wg^d by him, ap4 bj? A^r Franfis, (be 
could not aifiime courage whpUy to' n- 
fufe. 

She hefitated, — « ihe began a fentence 
without ending it, — and when (ha dvd,, 
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licr anfwers were not all of a piece with 
that ready wit which 0ie had always teffi* 
fied on other occafions. 

Mr, Thoughtlefs perceiving (he was ra^ 
ther (ludtous to evade giving any determi- 
nate anfwer, than willing to give fuch a 
one as he defired (he fhould, began to ex- 
poftulate with her on the caphcioufiiefs 
of her humour and behaviour,— he con- 
jured her to refleft on her late adventure 
with the impoftor. Sir Frederick Fineer ; 
and how ill it became her to countenance 
the addreflcs of a wretch like him, and at 
the fame time trifUe with a man of fortune 
and reputation. 

She fufFered him to go on in this man- 
ner for a confiderable time, without giv- 
ing him the leaft interruption, but by de- 
grees recovering her fpirirs, -— • I (hall 

* take care, fir, faid ihe, never to fall 
« into the like adventure again, neither 

* do I intend to trifle with Mr. Mundenj 

* but marriage is a thing of too ferious a 
« nature to hurry into, without firft hav- 

* ing made trial of the conftancy of the 
< nun who would be a hulband, and alfo 
^ <^ being well aifured of one's own 

* heart/ 

Mr, 
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Mr. Thoughtlefs then told her, with 
(bme warmtht that he found (he was re* 
lapfing into a humour, and way of think- 
ing which could not in the end but bring 
rum on herielf, and difgrace to all her fa- 
mily ^ and added, diat for bis part he 
fhould intermeddle no more in her affairs. 
The tender (bul of Mifi Betfy was deeply 
afieded at thefe words : — me bved her 
brothers, and could not bear their difplea* 
Hire \ — ^the thought of having any dif- 
agreement with them was dreadful to her, 
yet the putting a conftraint on her incli- 
nations to oblige them was no lefs ib. ~* 
In this dilemma, whether (he compliedt 
or whether (he refufed, (he found herfelf 
equally unhappy. 

One moment (he was opening her 
moildi to vield a ready aflent to alT that 
was requeued of her, on the fcore of Mr. 
Munden ; — the next to confefs, that (he 
^either liked, nor loved that gentleman, 
and knew not whether (he (hould ever be 
able to refolve on a marriage with him^ 
but her (incerity forbad the one, and htt 
fears of offending g»ve a check to the 
other, and both together kept her entirely 
filent. 
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* You ought, methinks, however/ re- 
iumed Mr, Thoughdefs, * td have fparcd 

* Mr.. Munden the trouble of laying open 
^ his ctrcumllances, and me that of ex- 

« amining into them.* *I (hould un- 

« doubtedly have done fo, fir,* ahfwered 
Ihe, • if I had been entirely averfe to th^ 

* propofalsof Mr. Munden; therefore both 

* you and he are too hafty in judging. — 
•You know, brother, that Sir Ralph, and 

* my dear Lady Trufty, will be in town 
•* in a very few days, and I am willing to . 

* have the approbation of ^s many of my 
< friends as poflible, in a thing of fo mucn 

* confequence to my future peace/ 

Mr. Thoughtlefs was n6w fomiewhat 
better fatisfied than he had been, and after 
recommending to her a conftancy of mind 
aiid refolution, took his leave of her. 

This convtrfation haying a little diffi- 
pated thofe gay imaginations (he was be- 
fore poflefled of, (he began to confider fe- 
fiouOy,.what fhe meant by all this, and 
what it availed her to give both her lover 
and brofhers fo miffch matter of -complaint 
againft her: (he reflefted, that Ihe had 
now gone fo far with that gentlemaq, that 
neither honour towards him, nor regard 
to her own reputation, ^oxxVd ^dl fuffer 
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her to go back : — * Since it is fo then,* 
faid (he to herfelf, « to what end do I 

• take ail this trouble* to invent excufes 
« for delaying what muft one day neccf- 
« farily be?' ^ 

« Yet wherefore muft it be?* continued 
fhe , * I have made no promife, and if a 

• better offer (hould happen, I fee no rea- 

• Ton that obligw me td rejedk it : — for 
♦example,— if Mr. True worth, or fuch 

• a one as Mr. Trueworth^ if his equal is 

• to be found in nature, neither my bro^ 
•thers, nor the world, I fancy, would 

• condemn me for quitting Mr. Munden.* 

* Why then, cried fhe, need I make all 
« this hafte to put my felt out of the way 

• of fortune ? — I am young enough, -•*u<« 
^iiave loft no part of what has attradted 

• me fo many admirers; and while my 

• heart and hand are free, have, at leafl, 
« a chance of being more happy than Mr. 
« Munden can make me.* 

In a word, being fully perfwaded in her 
mind, that the lady, who had fupplanted 
her in Mr, Trueworth's afFcdtion, was 
dead, fhe imagined there was a proba- 
bility he might renew his addrcffcs to 
herfelf J — fhe wifhed, at leaft, to make 
the experiment^ and to tha^ ea^ ttSoVit^ 
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tx> give no promife to Mr. Munden ; — « 
yet would file not allow herfelf to think 
(he loved the other^ 6ut ontjr that (he 
would ^ve him the preference, as he w« 
a match of more advantage. 

Nothing 18 more certain, nor, I believe^ 
more obvious to the reader, than that chit 

¥iung lady, almoft from the time of Mr. 
ruewoM\*s quitting her, had cncertaioed 
a growing inclination for him, wUdithe 
late fervice he had rendered her had ve7 
much increafedi — but this her pride 
would not fufier her to own, even to her« 
felf, as the comic poet truly fays. 

For whadbe'er the fages charge on pride. 
The angds fall, and twenty faults bdSde^ 
On earth 'tis fure, 'mong us of mortal calling, 
f ride favcs man oft, and woman too, from fiJIing, 
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CHAP. XXt. 

Jfr(^ts tkt rntdir with finu ^$pi$JlUs9n evitdg 
10 futuro. 

THE reader will eafily fiippore» that 
in the prefent dlfpolition of Mi6 
3etfy?s heart, Mr. Mundcn met with but 
an indifferent reception from her^ —flic 
avoided his company as much as poflible, 
and when obliged to receive a vifit from 
him^ could not bring herfelf to treat him 
With any thirfg more than a cold civility. 
•—He complained of her cruelty^ -— tbld 
her, he had expeded better things from 
Jier^ after her brothers had approved, his 
flame \ — he preffed her in the moft pa- 
thetic terms he was mafter of» to let him 
jknow when the happy day would arrive, 
which (hould put an end to the long feriei 
of his hopes and fears.. 

It is certain, that if this gentleman had 
loved with that warmth and fincerity. 
which fome men have done, he muft 
have been very uo happy during his court* 
Ihip to Mifs Bctly J but he was alto- 
gether infenfibte of the delicacies <^ th^ 
pafliion he profefied, — he felt not tK<v 
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pains he affeded to languifli under,— he 
could fupport the frowns, or even the 
(lights of his miftrefs, without any other 
anxiety than what his pride inflidbed. 

It waSt therefore, rather owing to this 
laft propenQty in his nature, than any emb^ 
tions ot a real tendernefs for Mils Betfy, 
which had made him perfevere in his ad- 
drefles to her. — ^All his acquaintance kiKW 
he had* courted her a long time; -— fome 
of them had been witnefs of her treat- 
ment of him, and he was unwilling k 
fliould be faid of him, that he had made 
an offer of his heart in vain. 

He had, at firft, indeed, a liking of 

her perfon; he had confidered her 

beauty, wit, and the many accomplifli- 
mcnts (he was pofTeflfed of, were fuchas^ 
would render his choice applauded by the 
world. — The hopes •f gaining her in a 
(hort tfme, by the encouragement (he had 
given his addreiTes, had made him pur- 
fuc her with vigour; but the delays,— 
the fcruples, the capricioufnefs of her hu- 
mour, -—the pretences (he of late had 
made to avoid giving him a definitive 
anfwer, had, at length, palled all the in- 
clination he once had for her, and even 
delire was. deadened in him, on fo many 
difaBpointments* 
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It IS, therefore, a Very ilUjudgcd thing 
in the ladies, to keep too long in play the 
man they ever defign tojnafry f and wth 
all due deference to tliat great wit and 

f>oet. Sir John Suckling, there are very 
ew examples, which verify his maxim, 
that 

« 'Tis expeaation makei the bleifinig dear.*' ' 

According to my ppinh>nf Which if 
founded on obfervation, another author, 
who wrote much about the fame time 
with Sir John, has given us a mdre true 
idea of what a tedious courtlhip may pro- 
duce, efpeciilly on the fide or the man : 
-^in a- matrimonial dialogue, he makef 
the hufband excufe the coldnefs complain* 
ed of by his wife» in thefe terms: 

* Unequal lengths, alas! our paffions run, 

* My love was quite worn out, e*cr your*s beguff , 

This being the cafe with Mr. Munden, 
it rendered Mils Betfy little lefs indifferent 
to him, in reality, than he had ever been 
to her: — -^to which another motive, per- 
jiaps, jnight alfo be added, viz. that of 
his indirlgirg himfelf with amufemenci 
i«rith other fair ones, of a more kuvd^oTcw- 
plcxipn J for continency, w Hi\\Wtxta&\Kt 
N 2 «^^^^Wv 
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appear, was noc among the number of ! 
rbiiC gentleman's virtues. | 

But enough of Mr. Munden for the 
prcfent.— It is now highly proper to give 
the reader fome account what Mr. 1 rue- 
worth was doing, while Mifs Betfy was en- 
tertaining fentiments for him» which he had 
long fmce ceafed the ambition ot infpkipg 
her with, 

Difficuk was it, for him to get over the 
mingled aftonifhment and vexation^which 
the detection of the wickedneis of Mifs 
Flora had involved him in. — The re- 
membrance of thofe guilty moments, in 
which he had indulged a tender inter* . 
xourfe with a woman of her abandoned 
principles, filled him with themoft bitter 
remorfe, and rendered him almoft hatetul 
to himfclf. 

To recoUedt, that he had been the in- 
ftrument of her bafe defigns on Mifs Betfy, 
and how cruelly he had wronged that 
lady, by a too rafli belief, was, of itfelf, 
fufficicnt to inflame his rage ; but when 
he reflefted on this laft aft of bafcnefs, 
which, if not providentially difcovercd, 
/night have made his dear Harriot enter- 
tain fufpicions of him, fatal to her peace, 
if not totally deftrudive of their mutual 
liappinels> tl^ ftiock o^fe3Lc\^^ tim\Qn>\T»R^ 
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^h happily fruftrated, was more thin 
auid bear wi:h any tolerable degree 

Wnce, 

pgc, difdain, and revenge, for the v^!c 
iver of fo black an attempt, were the 
emotions that took pofleflion of his 
but the violence of thofe paffions 
crating by degrees, he began to think 
CO lly, and to reafon with hicnfelf, 
which that depravity of morals and 
-tners, women are fometimes guilty of, 
cccdtd, 

Chaftity, faid he, is but one branch 

virtue, but a material one, and fcrves 

a guard to all the others, and if that 

^oncc overcome, endangers the giving 

itrance to a thouland vices —A woman 

irely free from thofe inordinate deGres, 

rhich are indeed but the diigrace of love, 

can fcarce be capable of envy, malice, 

j or revenge to any excefs. 

« That fcx, cried be again, are endued 
by nature with many peifedions* which 
our^s canncc boaft of, — ic is their own 
fauUs when chey flnk beneath us in 
value V — but die beft dungs, when 
^pted, become the worft. — 
:ar, thcrrfore, oaghc a woman 
her inooceoce!* — - as Shake- 

N3 — ^'^'^l 
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■ "■ * They all arc white,— a iheet 
^ Of fpotlefs paper, when they firft arc born; 
^ But they are te be fcrawl'd upon^ and blotted 
• By every goofc-quill.'— — — 

He was in the midft of theie content 
plations, when a letter from Mifs Flora 
was brought to him ; — Ihe ftill flatterec) 
herfelf with being able to work on his 
good-nature by fubmiilionSa and a feeming 
contrition for what Ihe had done, and had 
accordingly wrote in the molt moving 

terms Ihe was miftrefs of j but he 

knowing, by the hand-writing on the fu-< 
prrfcription, from whom it came, would 
not even open it, and his indignation ce« 
kindling afrefh, he took a piece of paper^ 
in which he wrote only this line, 

< I read no letters from incendiaries.* 

This fcrved as a cover to the ktter, 
which he fent back directly by the mef- 
fenger that brought it. 

If the mind of Mr. Trueworth bad 
been lefs taken up than it was at pre« 
fent, this ugly accident would, doutnlefs, 
have dwelt much longer upon it ; — but 
affairs of a more important, and more 
pleafing nature, demanded his whole at« 
tentioiu The 
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The day prefixed for the celebration of 
his marriage with Mifs Harriot, and alfo 
of that of Sir Bazil and Mifs Mabel, bad 
been delayed on account of Mrs. Blanck'' 
field's death. — None of thcfe gei^rouv 
perfons could think of indulging the joys 
they fo much languifhed for, 'till aU due 
rites were paid to the memory of tha|( 
amiable lady. . ' 

Mr. Truewwtfi and Mifs Harriot went 
Into deep mourning :-^Sir Bazil and Mrs^ 
Weilair ^fo put on black ; -~ Mifs Mabel 
did the fame in compliment to them ; for 
ihe had not the leaft acquaintance with the 
deceafed. 

Nor was this all: — Mr.Trueworth, to 
teftify his gratitude and refpedt, ordered 
a very curious monument of white niarblc 
to be ere&ed over her remains, the mo- 
del of which he drew himfelf, after one 
he had feen in Italy, and was much ad-' 
mired by all judges of architedure and 
fculpture. 

If, by a fecret and unfathomable in- 
^tuition, the fouls of the departed are per- 
mitted any knowledge of what is clone 
below, that of Mrs. Blanchfield's muft feel 
an extreme fatisfaftion, in fuch proofs of 
thcefteem of him (he had ?oxrtv^^\\^ -mA 
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fo fatally loved, as well as thofe of he 
fair friend and rival. 

That generous young lady would fa^n 
iiave prolonged their mourning for a whole 
xnontn, and confequendy have put off her 
marriage 'till that time; but this, if Mn 
Trueworth would have been prevailed 
upon to have fubmitted to« Sir Bazil and 
Mrs. Wellair would not agree to; — he 
thought he had already facriHced enough 
of the time of his proimifed happineis^ 
and Mrs. Wellair was impatient to get 
home, though equally loth to leave her 
fitter, 'till Ihc had difpofed of herfelf. 

. They were arguing on this topick one 
evening: — Mr. Trueworth oppofed Mifs 
Harriot, as much as he durft do without 
danger of oflFending her; but Sir Baxil 
pi inly told her, that if (he continued ob- 
ftinate, Mifs Mabel and he would finifti 
their affairs without her. — Mrs. Wellair 
urged the ncceffity there was for her re* 
turn, and Mr. Trueworth, encouraged by 
what thefe two had faid, added, that he 
was certain Mrs. Blanchfield did not mean^ 
by what fhe had done, to obftruft his , 
happinefs a moment:— -to which Mils 
Harriot, with a moft obliging fmile, re- 
plied, « Well, cried fhe, obedience will 
» very fliortly be my duty, and I will 
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« give you a fample of it before-hand . — 

• here is my hand/ continued (he, giving 
k CO him, ^ make it your own as foon as 

• you pleafc* 

It is not to be doubted but Mr. Truc- 
wc^-th killed the hand (he g^ve him, with 
the utmoft warmtli and tendernefs; but 
before he could make any reply to fo kind 

a declaration. Sir Bazil cried out, 

•'"Well faid, Harriot, — love has already 

• wrought wonders in your heart ; — you 

• will grant to a lover what you refufe to 

• us/ — * Not to a lover, fir, anfwered ftie, 

• but taa peribn who is about to be my 

• hufband. — I thmk it is as ill judged a 

• refcrve in a woman to difown her afFec- 
•^ tion for the man (he has confentcd to 

• marry, as it would be imprudence to 
« confefs it before flic has confentcd/ 

After lome farther converfation on this 
head, in the courfe of whic|| Mr. True- 
worth had the opportunity of being more 
confirmed than eyer, that the difpofirion 
of his miftreft was, in every refpea, fuch 
^ he wiflied to find it •, — all that was yet 
Avanting for the completion of the nup- 
tials was. fettled. 

The fecond day after this was fixed for 
.the celebration of the cettvc\^w^ \ ^S.\s^ 
which it was flctcrmmtd^ xJsv^^ ^5cv^ "^^^ 
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bridegrooms with their brides, — the fa- 
ther of Mifs Mabel^Mrs. Wellaift and two 
other friends, fhould all fee out together 
for Sir Bazil's feat in Staffbrdfii^e) ^nd 
that Mrs. Wellair fhould write to her hus- 
band to meet them there, that the whole 
family might be together on fo joyful an 
occafion. 



CHAP. xxn. 

TVill provi^ hy a rtmarkabk injiana of a btgh* 
raifid hopi fuddinl} di/appointfdy the ixtrtmi 
weaknefs of building our expeSigtions up$n msn 

conje^ure. 

THOUGH it is not to be imagined, 
that the preparations for marriages, 
fuch asthofe of SirBazil Loveit, and Mr. 
Trueworth, could be an entire fecrct to 
the town, efpecially as neither of the par- 
ties had any motive to induce them to 
defire it fhouW be fo; yet Mifs Betfy 
never heard the leaft fyllable of any fuch 
thing being in agitation. — Thofe of her 
acquaintance, whom fhe at prefent chiefly 
convcrfed with, were either ignorant of it 
themfelves, or had never happejaed to 
mention it in her pttfcuc^ \ ^^\\vax.\w\oNK- 
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jng nothing of Mr. Trueworth*s affairs of 
4ate, more than what the lawyer had c^- 
fually related at her brother's^ it is not to 
be wondered at, that (be imagined hith 
wholly difengaged, fince the death of that 
lady, who had fo kindly remembered him 
in her wilh ^ 

Neither ought it (her vanity confidered) 
to appear ftrange, that (he was apt to * 
flatter hcrfelf with a belief of the return 
of his aflfeftion to herfelf, when the me- 
mory of the late objeft of it (hould be 
utterly erafed. 

When there i^ thclealt probability that 
what we ardently wifh may come to pai>, 
the minuteft circumftance, in favour of 
our hopes, ferves to aflTure us, that it cer- 
tainly will do (b. 

Mife Betfy was going to make a vifit at 
"Whitehall j but in crofling the park hap- 
pened to nr»eet the two Mils Airilhes, who 
afked her to take a turn with them : — — 
to which (he replied, that (he would glad- 
ly accompany them, but had fent word 
to a lady that (he was coming to pafs the 
whole evening with her. — * Nay, faid 
the elder Mifs Airifh, * we have an en- 
* gagement too at our own apartment, 
*^ and can ftay onl7 to via\V. c\t\c:'^ v\>j 'Csx'it! 
•Mall, and down aosatv' — ^\S.s ^^^S:^ 
N 6 \^^\^ 
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repliedi that would be no great iois of 
time, and fo went with them,— They had 
not proceeded many yards in their prome- 
nade, before Mifs Betfy faw Mr. True- 
worth, with Sir Bazil, coming direddy 
towards them. — The gentlemen bowed to 
her as they approached more near. — A 
fudden thought that moment ftarting into 
Mifs Betfy's head, flic dropped her fan, 
as if by accident, as they were palling 
each other, juft at Mr. Trueworth's feet : 
— he flopped haftily to take it up, and 
preftnted it haftily to her : — ' I am forry, 

• fir, faid flie, to give you this trouble/ 

• — * Whatever fervices, madam, are in 

• my power, replied he, will be always a 
plcafure to myfelf/ — No more was faid ; 
•— the gentlemen and the ladies purfued 
their different routs. — This little adven- 
ture, however, had a prodigious efFedt on 
Mifs Betfy : — Ihe thought (he faw fome- 
thing fp gay and fparkling in the eyes of 
Mr. Trueworth, as denoted his mourning 
habit beJied his heart, and that he was not 
much afteded with the death of her, for 
whom decency and gratitude had obliged 
him to put it on. 

After the gentlemen were out of hear- 
ng, the two Mifs Airi(hes began to give 
heir judgments upon them : — the one 

ied, they were both very pretty fellows ; 
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but the other accufed them of want of 
politenefs : — • As they faw i^t had no 
man with us, faid Ihe, * they might, me- 

• thinks, have offered their fervicc to^gal- 

• lant us, efpecially as one of them ferms 

• tb be acquainted wkh Mifs iSetfy/ — 
But that young lady little regarded what 
was faid on the occafion, being too much 
taken up with her own cogitations ; -«-— 
file repeated internally the words of Mr. 
Trueworth, and as (he was perfuaded he 
was now at liberty to offer her all man^ 
ner of fervices, (he interpreted, that by 
« whatever fervjces, were in his power/ 
he meant to renew his fervices to her as 
aJover. — This imagination elated her to 
a very high degree, but hindered her from 
holding any converfaiion with the two 
ladies (he was with» as it was improper 
for her to fay any thing on the fubjeft^ 
which fo much engroflfed her thoughts^ 
They all walked together up to Bucking- 
ham-houfe, then turned back, and the . 
two Mifs Airifhes took leave of her at 
St. Janlek's , — they went into the palace, 
and (he was proceeding towards Spring- 
garden, when (he at a diftance perceived 
Sir Bazil Loveit, Mr. Trueworth, Mifs 
Mabel, and two ladies, whofe faces (he 
was entirely unacquainted with. 

1 he reader will not be at -a. \j^^s \s^ 
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fpeech of this nature, from a lady of Mifs 
Mabel's politenefs and good humour ^— 
ihe thought there muft be fome very 
powerful reafons, ivhich had obliged her 
CO make it ; and what thofc reafons could 
be, feemcd at prefent an impenetrable fe- 
cret. — She was too much difconcertcd to 
be able to pafs the whole evening, as (he 
had promifed the lady (he went to flic 
would do ; — fhe, therefore, pretended a 
fudden indifpofltion, took her leave, and 
went home, in order to be at full hberty 
to ruminate on what had pafled in the park; 

She had not been many minutes in her 
own apartment, before flie was inter- 
rupted in her meditations, by the coming 
of her ^o brothers. — Several buftos, pic- 
tures, pieces of old china, and other cu- 
riofities, belonging to a nobleman, lately 
deccafed, being to be expofed to fale, the 
elder Mr. Thoughtlefs had an inclination 
to become a purchafer of fuch of them as 
he fliould find agreeable to his fancy, but 
was willing to have his fifter's judgment 
in the matter 5 and it was to engage her 
to go with him the next morning about 
twelve o'clock, when the goods were to 
be exhibited to public view, that had o«- 
cafioned him and Mr. Francis to make her 
this vifit.— It is not to be doubted, but 
that /he was wilVmg 10 o\A\^\\vcc^\tv^7;^ 
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point ; — fhe aifured bim^ Ihe would be^ 
ready againll be came to call on her* 

Wben ihe was alone, ihe began to run 
oyer in her mind^ all the particulars of 
what had paiTcd that evening in the park^ 
and, found fomething very extraordinary 
on the waole. — It had feemed extremely 
odd to her, that Mr. Trueworth and Sir 
Bazil did not join her, and the two Mifs 
Airiihes ; but then fhe thought ihe could 
eafiiy account for their not doing fo, and 
that Mr. Trueworth did not chufe to 
enier into any converfation with her, be- 
caufe Sir Bazil had happened to fee her at 
Mifs Forward's, and might poQlbly have 
entertained no favourable idea of her on 
thac fcore : — fhe, 'therefore, with a great 
deal of readinefs excufed Mn Trueworth 
for this omiflfipn, efpecially as ihe was 
pofTeiTed of thp fancy, that the compliT 
ment with which he returned her fan, and 
the look he afTumed during that aftion^ 
feemed to tell her, he wifhed for an op- 
portuiMty of adding fomething more ten- 
der.— cut when ihe came to confider on 
the fccond meeting, ilie was indeed very 
much at a lofs to fathom the meaning of 
what fhe had feen •, ihe knew a thoufand ac- 
cidents mi^ht have occafioned an acquain- 
tance between Mifs Mabel an_d Sir Bazi!> 
and alfo, that the little ihe had with Mr. 

Trueworth 



MISS BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 281 

Trueworth might have been cafually in> 
proved; but could find not the leaft flia* 
dow of reafon why that lady fiiould tell 
her, it was iniproper for to aflc her to 
join company with them. — Though Ihe 
had of late feen that lady lefs frequently 
than ufual, yet, whenever they did rneet^ 
it was with the grefateft civility and ap- 
pearance of friendfhip : — (he had^ in 
reality, a fincere regard for her, and ima- 

g"ned the other looked upon her with the 
me, and therefore could not but believe 
the fhynefs Ihe put on in the park, wheti^ 
fpeaking to her, muft have fome very 
powerful motive to occafion it. — Suf* 
pence was, of all things, what Mifs Betfy 
could leaft bear: — ftie refqlved to be con- 
vinced, though at the expcnce of that 
pride flie would not have forfeited oa 
4ny other account. — • In fpite of the 

* ill-manners fhc has treated me with,* 
faid (he, * I will go once more to her, 

* — fatisfy my curiofity, as ta the manner 
^ of her behaviour, and then never fee 

* her more/ 

To be more fure of finding her at home 
(he thought it be(t to make the vifit (he 
intended in the morning , — accordingly 
(he fcnt to her brother, 5at being obliged 
to go to a lady, who had defired to fe^ 
her, ihe could not wait fox Va% c.wc&sNa.As:^ 
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call on her, but would not fail to meet 
Kim at the place of falc, about the hour 
he had mentioned. This promifc (he 
thought it would be eafy for her to per- 
form, as (he defigned to ftay no longer 
with Mifs Mabel, than would be fufficicnt 
to get fome light into a thing, which ai 
prelent gave her fo much perplexity. 

She went about eleven o^clock; but was 
ftrangely furprifcd, on her coming to the 
fioufe, to find all the windows (hut up % 
and after the chairmen had knocked feve* 
ral times, the door was opened by Nanny^ 
the little prating wench^ who had lived at 
Mr. Goodman's. « Nanny! cried Mift 
Betfy, < blefs me, do you live here ?*— 

* Yes, madam,* anfwered flie, * I have 

* lived here ever fince my after Good- 

* man died.' — * I am glad of it,' re* 
turned Mifs Betfy ; — but pray is your. 

* lady at home ?' — * O, dear madam, 
faid the girl, * my lady ! — why, madam, 

* don't you know what's done to-day ?— • 

* Not I, replied (he : — * prithee what 

* deft mean ? — What* done ?' — * Lord, 

* madam,' faid Nanny, * I wonder you 

* (hould not know it!——— ^ my lady 

* is married to-day.' •— * Married!* cried 
Wifs Betfy haftily ; — * to whom ?' — 
< To one Sir Bazil Loveit, madam, replied 
« the other ;— and Mr. Trueworth is mar- 
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^xied too, to one Mi& Harriot Sir Bazii's 

< fiAer ; -p- my old mafter gave both tht 

• brides away. •— I believe the ceremony 

• is over by this time; — but as foon as it 
^ is, they all bowl away for Sir Bazil's 

• feat in StaflFordfhire 5 — they fay there 

< will be x>pen houfe kept there, and the 
^ lord knows what doings. «— All the 
f fervants arc gone, — none but poor mft 

• left to look after the houfe.* — * Mr. 

• Trueworth married !* cried Mifs Betfy^ 
in the greateft confufion, * I thought his 

• miftrefs had been dead.*—* No, no; 
! madam,* faid Nanny 5—* you mean Mr*. 
*. Blanchfield, — I know all that ftory, — ^ 
« Jcwasitold it by one that comes ofteA 
*here: — Mr. Trueworth, I affure you^ 

^ never courted her :— fhe was only in love ^ 
f with him, and qn bearing his engage- 

• ment with Mifs Harriot, took it to heart; 
^ poor foul, and died in a few days, and 

• has left him half her fortune, and a 

• world of fine things to Mifs Harriot.* 

. She was going on with this tittle-tattle, 
but Mifs Betfy was fcarce in a condition 
to diftingui(h what fhe faid; — fhe leaned 
her head back againft the chair, and was 
almoft fainting away. -r The maid per- 
ceiving the change in her countenance, 
cried out, ' Lord, madam, you are not 

• well,— (hall I get you any thing ?-*- 
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^ but now I think on it there is a bottle 

* of drops my lady left behind her in the 

• dreffing-room. Til run and fetch them.' 
-—She was going to do as (be faid, but 
Mifs Betfy recovering of hcrfelf, called to 
her to ftay, faying, (he had no occafion 
for any thing. — ^ Lord, madam, faid 
file, * I did not think the marriage of 

♦ Mr. Trueworth would have been fuch a 

< trouble to you, or I would not have 

* told you any thing of it. — 1 am fure 
^ you might have had him if you would^ 

• I remember well enough how he fought 

* for you with Mr. Staple, and hoi^ he 
^ followed you up and down, where ever 

♦ you went — ^For that matter, Mifi Har^ 
f riot has but your leavings.* — * I give 
« myfelf no trouble who has him,* replied 
Mife Betfy, difdainfuUy, — * it is not him 

• I am thinking of; — I was only a little 

• furprifed, that Mifs Mabel fliould make 

< fuch a fecret of her affairs to me.* — 
« You know, madam,* faid Nanny, * that 
« my lady is a very clofe woman ; — but 
« I wonder, indeed, (he (hould tell you 

< nothing of it , for I have heard her fpeak 
« the kindeft things of you.* — ' Well,— 

* it is no matter,* replied Mifs B^tfy , — • 

• farewel, Nanny.* — ■ Then bid the chair* 
men go on. — The confufion Ihe was in, 
hindered her from dircding the chairmen 
where to go j — fo they were carrying her 
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home ugaio, 'till (he faw herfetf at the end 
of the ftrcet where (he lived 5 but then rc- 
colle£ting all at once where (he had ap- 
pointed to meet her brothers* (he ordered, 
them to go to Golden-fquare. 

It feemed as if fate interefted itfelf in a 
peculiar manner, for the mortification of 
this young lady ; — every thing contri- 
buted to give her the moft poignant (hock 
her foul could poflibly fuftain: -— it was 
not enough that (he had heard the cruel 
tidings ot what (he looked upon as the 
greateft of misfortunes, her eyes muft alio 
be witnefs of the (tabbing confirmation r 
—the place of (ale was within two houfes 
of Sir Bazil's ; but as (he had never heard 
where that gentleman lived, could have 
no apprehenfions of the fpe^acle (he wail 
to be prefented with, — On her chair 
turning into the (quare, (he faw that fide 
of it« to which (he had direAed the men 
to carry her, crowded with coaches, horfes* 
and a great cpncourfe of people, fome 
Raiting tor the bridal bounty, but more 
as idle fpeftators. » ' At fir(t, (he . 

imagined it was on the account of the 
Jaie, but the fame inftant almoft (hewed 
her her miftake. 

Several footmen with wedding favours 
in their hats, two of whom ft«t Vjc^r.^ ^^ 
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their faces, A well as by their liTeries, b^ 
longed to Mr. Trueworth^ were juft 
mounting their horfes :— the crowd was 
fi> thick about the door, that it was with 
Ibme difficulty the chair pafled on, and flie 
had an opportunity of feeing much more 
than (he defired.— There were three coaches 
and fix:— in the firft, went Sir Bazil and 
the new-made Lady Loveit, the father of 
Mifs Mabel, and a young lady whom 
Mifs Bctfy had fometimes feen in her 
company:-— in the fecond were feated Mr. 
Trueworth, his bride, Mrs. Wellair, and 
a grave old gentleman ^-~the third was 
filled by four maid fenrants, and the two 
valet de chambres of the two bride- 
grooms, with a great ideal of luggage 
before and behind.— The ladies and gen- 
tlemen were all in extreme rich riding 
habits, and the footmen, eleven in num- 
ber, being all in new liveries, and fpruce 
fellows, the whole cavalcade altogether 
made a very genteel appearance. 

Mifs Betfy, in fpite of the commotions 
in her bread, could not forbear flanding 
a little in the hall, after (he had got out 
of her chair, 'till the whole had pafled,- - 

• Well,' faid Ihc to herfelf, with a deep 
figh, * all is over, and I muft think no 

• more of Trueworth •, but where- 

• fore am I thus alarmed ? — He h« 
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^ long fince been loft to me, nor did I 
* love him/ 

. She alTumed all the courage her pride 
could fupply her with» and had tolerably 
compofed herfelf before (he went up into 
the fale-room 5 — yet not fo much but a 
palenefs, mixed with a certain confufion, 
appeared in hercountenance. Mr; Murv- 
den, who happened to be there, as well 
as her brothers, took notice of it, and 
afked, if (he was not well ? To which (he 
replied, with an uncompEion prefence ^ 
mind, that fhe was in perfeA health, but 
had been frightened as ifav came along, 
by a great black ox, who, by the carelefs^ 
nefs of the driver, had like to have run 
his horns quite into the chair. — Mr. 
Munden, who never wanted policenefs 
and knew how to put on the moft tender 
air whenever he pieafed, exprefled an in- 
finity of concern for the accident fhe 
mentioned; and this behaviour in him 
fhe either relifhed very well> or feemed to 
do fo. 

What credit her brothers gave to the 
ftory of the ox is uncertain: — they, as 
well as all the company in the room, had 
been drawn to the windows, by the noife 
of the cavalcade, which had fet out from 
Sir Bazil's.— Every ont 'waa \aS!iAtv%^\ \x. 
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when Mifs Betfy entered, and 'tis verf 
probable the two Mr. TlK>ughtIcfles might 
imagine it had an efiedt upon her, in fpite 
of the indifference (he had always pre- 
tended \ — they were, however, too pru- 
dent to take any notice, efpeciaUy as Mr. 
Munden was pnsfent. 

Whatever were the troubles of this 
young lady, her fphits enabled her to con- 
ceal them, and fhe gave her opinion of 
the goods to be diipofed of, with as 
much exaftitude, as if her mind had been 
taken up with no other thing. 

Mr. Thoughtlefs made a purchafe of 
the twelve Casfars in bron2e, and two fruit 
jpieccs of Varelft's, and Mr. Munden, on 
Mifs Betfy's expreffmg her liking of two 
very large curious jars, bought them, and 
prefented them to her. 

Nothing material paffed here , but the 
falc being over for that day, every one re- 
turned to their refpedive habitations, or 
wherever bufmefs, or inclination galled 
them. 



End of the Thii^d Volume, 
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